
Noon Bible Study: Acts 27-28 
Acts 27:13-20 - Travel details.  Very troublesome journey 

ESV Study Note v .14 - The wind 

is described as tempestuous (Gk. 

typhōnikos), and the storm is 

called in Greek the eurakylōn 

(Gk., based on euros, “east 

wind,” and akylō, “north 

wind”—hence,northeaster). 

Such northeasters are extremely 

dangerous in this region, 

appearing suddenly with violent, 

whirling winds caused by a 

meeting of opposite air currents. 

ESV Study Note v. 17 - Ancient 

ships were sometimes secured during storms with cables (supports) tied around the ends or across and under the 

center of the ship. What gear was lowered is not known—possibly the topsails or a drift anchor to slow the ship’s 

progress. The Syrtis was a sandy shoal off the North African coast with a reputation as the graveyard of ships. 

v. 18 - getting rid of cargo   v. 19 - getting rid of pieces of the ship 

v. 20 - Luke’s perspective?   How do you think Paul feels? 

 

Acts 27:21-26 - Paul speaks to ship 

 v. 21 - should have listened to me 

v. 23-24 - Angel had appeared to Paul, reminding him of promise already made (cp Acts 23:11) 

  - Angel informs Paul: no loss of life (v. 24), ship will run aground (v. 26) 

 

Acts 27:27-32 - Approaching Land 

 v. 27-29 - Crew senses they are nearing land. 

Fathom = 6ft (20 fathoms = 120’, 15 fathoms = 90’) 
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v. 30-32 - Sailors, with fake story that they were letting the anchors out, planned to row to shore in what 

would have been the equivalent to a life boat.  Paul learns of this plan & informs the centurion, who 

directs soldiers to cut away the lifeboat.  If sailors escape, no one on board would know how to command 

the ship. 

 

Acts 27:33-38 - Paul’s interaction with shipmates, encourages them eat 

 v. 35-36 - Paul’s attitude is one of confidence and trust in God 

v. 37 - 276 people! 

v. 36 - they all were encouraged.  Lit: “became cheerful” 

 

Acts 27:39-44 - Shipwrecked 

 v. 39-41 - Boat begins to break 

v. 42-44 - Prisoners, who are the responsibility of the soliders, are shown mercy for Paul’s sake. 

v. 44b - all survive 

 

Acts 28:1-2 – Malta 

- cp. MAP - very great distance traveled due to bad weather, and off course.  600+/- miles in storm.  

However: ESV Study Note on 28:1 - Malta was on the main route from Myra (27:5) to Rome. God’s 

providence had brought them through the storm and back on course. 

 

Acts 28:3-6 - Paul on Malta: Viper bite 

Acts 28:7-10 - Paul on Malta: Publius’ Father & Others Healed 

- While shipwrecked on island, as a prisoner, Paul is welcomed and cared for and healing many people.  As 

a result, the people restock and reward Paul and his companions. 

To Consider:: (1) We may think we are off course, but if we are serving the LORD, we are on God’s course. 
 

(2) Don’t ever put on “off duty” sign, for God may be bringing you through a storm or place you would have never 

planned, for his reasons/purposes. 
 

(3) If we complain, lose heart/faith in God’s promise when trouble comes, we are no different than those who worship 

idols (Acts 27:23 - “angel of the God I serve…”) 
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