
Noon Bible Study: Acts 25-26-27 
Acts 25:13-22 - Festus tells Agrippa about Paul 

- Agrippa & Bernice -  Agrippa the king was Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I, and great-grandson of 

Herod the Great. He ruled over several minor, primarily Gentile territories. The emperor Claudius had 

conferred on Agrippa II rule over the temple in Jerusalem and the right to appoint the high priest. 

Bernice was his sister and constant companion. 

v. 22 - Agrippa desires to hear Paul 

 

Acts 25:23-27 - Festus’ intro to hearing 

- Festus seems confused as to why Paul is arrested and charged.  It appears he doesn’t agree with the 

Jewish leaders and accusers that he (Paul) has done something worthy of death/imprisonment.  At the 

present time, he is obligated to send him on to Caesar, but doesn’t know why.  Agrippa will inquire of 

Paul, on Festus’ behalf. 

 

Acts 26:1-23 - Paul’s defense before Agrippa. 

- What can we glean from Paul’s manner? – (1) respectful tone, (2) respect for authority/honor king (3) 

Paul is ready to give an answer to the questions: “Why are you doing what you are doing?  Why are you 

living the way you are living?” 

 

Acts 26:24-26 

 v. 24 - Festus doesn’t understand, v. 26 - Paul’s message was for Agrippa, not Festus 

v. 26 - Agrippa would have understood the bulk of what Paul was saying, as far as his scriptural points 

(ex. v. 22-23).  But also the information about Jesus because (v.26) “this has not been done in a corner” 

 

Acts 26:27-29 - Agrippa nearly persuaded! 

v. 27 - Paul is looking for a personal response from Agrippa 

- This gives us some insight into Paul’s method/manner.  He would talk to people about Jesus, gospel, Bible, 

etc and then ask “so what do you think?” etc. 
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Acts 26:30-32 - Agrippa’s assessment is that Paul is not guilty of death or imprisonment, and had Paul not 

“appealed to Caesar”, he would have let him free. 

 

Acts 27:1-8 - Rome-

ward Itinerary 

the voyage to Rome 

(which probably 

began in the autumn 

of a.d. 59) is given 

in great detail and 

with remarkable 

exactness, 

consistent with what 

is otherwise known 

about sea travel in 

that time and place. 

The keynote of the 

story is God’s providence, especially in preserving Paul for his Roman testimony. At a literary level the story is 

told to indicate how far and difficult the journey to Rome is, as the gospel heads toward the ends of the earth. 

v. 1, 3 - Centurion Julius treats Paul very well.  Luke & Aristarchus are also traveling with Paul 

v. 7-9 - Trouble sailing because of the winds. 

 

Acts 27:9-12 

v. 9 - The Fast refers to the Day of Atonement in the fall, when Mediterranean voyages became too 

dangerous for sailing vessels. Despite the poor harbor, Paul’s advice was that they stay put (v. 10). (ESV 

Study Bible) 

- It has already proven to be a difficult trip, as they were off the normal course.  “The normal route from 

Myra to Rome would have taken them south of Rhodes and north of Crete to Sicily. They were already well 

off course when they reached Cnidus (southwestern tip of Asia/Turkey) and even more so when they had to 

seek shelter on the south side of Crete. (ESV Study Bible, v. 7) 

- What seemed right to “natural” man wasn’t right to the “spiritually” minded man.  What the majority 

thought wasn’t necessarily the right thought! 
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