
Noon Bible Study: Acts 23-24-25 
Acts 23:12-15 - Conspiracy against Paul 

- fast until Paul killed 

- 40+ men, chief priests and elders agree 

 

Acts 23:16-24 - Paul’s nephew hears and authority alerted 

v. 23 - 200 soldiers + 200 spearmen + 70 horsemen = 470 men! 

v. 23 - ESV Study Bible: The entire Roman force in Jerusalem consisted of a single cohort of up to 1,000 

soldiers. The importance that Lysias attached to his prisoner is evidenced by his sending approximately half 

the force to protect him. 

 

Acts 23:25-30 - Letter from commander Claudius Lysias to Governor Felix 

 

Acts 23:31-35 - Paul brough to Antipatris, then Caesarea 

 v. 34 - Cilicia was in the province Felix would have had jurisdiction over 

v. 35 - Herod’s praetorium - palace 

 

Acts 24 - Trial before Felix: Jews prosecute (v. 2-9), Paul’s defense (v. 10-21), Felix’s decision (v. 22-23) 

Acts 24:2-9 – Accusation 

- Accusation against Paul: real pest, stirs up dissension, ringleader of sect of Nazarene, tried to desecrate 

temple (cp. Acts 21:28) 

Acts 24:10-21 – Defense 

- Paul’s defense: I was in Jerusalem to worship, wasn’t discussing with anyone (aka preaching), wasn’t 

causing a riot. 

- Admission: Acts 24:15-15 

- Jews from Asia caused the riot, they should be here today. 

- Only thing I said “vs. 21” 
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Acts 24:22-23 - Felix’s response 

- Felix knew about “the way”, decided to wait for Lysias the commander to come to Caesarea 

- v. 23 - Paul still in custody, but with freedom 

 

Acts 24:24-27 - Paul speaks with Felix 

- Felix’s wife (Drusilla) was Jewish. ESV Study Bible (v. 24): Drusilla was the youngest daughter of Herod 

Agrippa I and the sister of Agrippa II (who will appear in the next chapter). Her marriage to Felix was 

something of a scandal because Felix deceptively precipitated her divorce from her first husband. 

- Felix and Drusilla call for Paul, to hear him speak. v. 25 - righteousness, self-control, judgment to come. 

Felix becomes frightened! (Convicted) 

- Paul doesn’t cower or compromise when facing authority/renown. 

v. 26-27 - Felix was hoping Paul would bribe to let him go so they would meet often.  In the end, Felix kept 

Paul in custody, in Caesarea for two years! Felix will then be succeeded by Festus. 

 

Acts 25:1-5 - Trial before Festus 

- Festus, the new governor goes to Jerusalem and meets with Jewish leaders there.  While meeting with them, they 

bring up Paul and his case.  They plea to Festus to bring Paul back to Jerusalem for his trial.  But (v. 3) tells us 

that their real plan was to kill on way from Caesarea to Jerusalem.  Festus’ reply: “I’m going back to Caesarea 

anyway.  Why don’t you just come with me.” 

 

Acts 25:6-9 - Festus questions Paul 

- Jews accuse Paul again, but can’t prove anything 

- Paul, “I didn’t commit anything wrong - against temple or Caesar 

- v. 9 - Festus, tries to call Paul’s bluff: “okay then, so if you're innocent, are you willing to go to 

Jerusalem and be tried before me on these charges?” 

 

Acts 25:10-12 - Paul’s appeal to Caesar 

- ESV Study Bible: Festus assured Paul that he—not the Jews—would try him. But Paul was not reassured. He 

feared Festus would give him up to the Jews. As a Roman citizen he had the right to appeal his case to Caesar. He 

exercised that right in order to remove the matter from the governor’s hands (a.d. 59). “Caesar” was the emperor 

Nero Caesar, who reigned a.d. 54–68. The first five years of his reign were relatively peaceful; after that his 

actions became increasingly cruel and irrational. 
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