
Noon Bible Study: Acts 22-23 
Acts 21:37-38- Paul & Roman Commander 

v. 38 - ESV Study Note -  Josephus also mentions the revolt led by an Egyptian Jew. It had been put down by 

the Roman governor Felix, with the Egyptian fleeing and his movement scattered. Josephus also spoke of the 

Assassins, or “dagger men” (Gk. sikarios) who terrorized Roman sympathizers by stabbing them under the 

cover of crowds. The tribune must have thought the Egyptian had returned to stir up another revolt. 

 - As Paul speaks Greek, commanded realizes Paul is not one of these men. 

v. 39-40 - Paul asks to speak to the crowd 

 

Acts 22:1-16 - Paul recounts his conversion to crowd, gives testimony 

 1 - who he was 

 2 - what happened 

 3 - who you are now 

 

Acts 22:17-23 - Post conversion details 

 cp. Acts 9:26-30 

 v. 21 - “go to the Gentiles…” - this statement will bother the Jerusalem crowd. 

 Mindset: “gentiles comes to us, we don’t go to them.” 

 

Acts 22:24-29 - Interrogation, Roman Citizenship 

Roman Citizenship benefits/rights: Roman citizens, who were granted specific rights, among which were: the 

right to vote in the Tribal assembly, the right to make legal contracts, and to hold property, as a Roman 

citizen; the right to sue in the courts; the right to appeal from the decisions of magistrates; the right to 

have a trial (to appear before a proper court and to defend oneself ); the right not to be subjected to 

torture or scourging; and the right of immunity from some taxes and other legal obligations, especially 

local rules and regulations. - Sean A. Adams “Paul the Roman Citizen…” pg. 313 

v. 29 - commander was afraid 
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Acts 22:30 - Paul is still “on probation” but no longer bound.  The Roman commander seeks to know why the crowd 

was against him.  He bring “the council” together and Paul as well. 

 

Sanhedrin: 

The Great Sanhedrin is described as a religious assembly of 71 sages who met in the Chamber of Hewn Stones in the Temple in Jerusalem. The 

Great Sanhedrin met daily during the daytime, and did not meet on the Sabbath, festivals or festival eves. Initially, it was the final 

authority on Jewish law and any scholar who went against its decisions was put to death as a “rebellious elder”. The Sanhedrin was led by 

a president called the nasi (lit. "prince") and a vice president called the av bet din (lit. "father of the court"). The other 69 sages sat in 

a semicircle facing the leaders. As Roman influence increased, the authority of the Sanhedrin decreased. 

The Sanhedrin judged accused lawbreakers, but could not initiate arrests. It required a minimum of two witnesses to convict a suspect. 

There were no attorneys. Instead, the accusing witness stated the offense in the presence of the accused and the accused could call 

witnesses on his own behalf. The court questioned the accused, the accusers and the defense witnesses.” (by Shira Schoenberg, “Sanhedrin” 

Jewish Virtual Library) 

The high priest, who from the time of Simeon was also the head of the state, officiated as president of the Sanhedrin. He bore the title 

"nasi" (prince), because the reins of government were actually held by him. Subsequently, when they were transferred to other hands, the 

high priest retained the title of nasi as president of the Sanhedrin. The powers of the latter official were restricted under the procurators, 

without whose permission the body could not be convened ("Ant." xx. 9, § 1). This Sanhedrin, since it was a political authority, ceased to 

exist when the Jewish state perished with the destruction of Jerusalem (70 C.E.). (Jewish Encyclopedia: “Sanhedrin”) 

 

Acts 23:1-10 - Paul before the council 

Leviticus 19:15 - 'You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to 

the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.  

v. 6-8 - Paul recognizes his audience and speaks accordingly.  He appeals to common ground. 

v. 6 - Paul remains a believers in Biblical, bodily resurrection.   

v. 9-10 - Council goes wild, Paul removed    v. 10 - in barracks, not jail 

Acts 23:11 - The Lord stands at his side. Jesus tells Paul to take “courage” & Tells him he will be going to Rome. 

Cp. - Acts 19:21 

 

Lessons from Acts 22-23: 

- Paul uses every opportunity to testify of what he has seen & heard 

  - arrested → talks to crowd - before council → testifies = “on mission” 

- his imprisonment has not deterred him from his mission &  now he has been given a promise from the Lord 

himself that his future is assured. The promise of the lord brings confidence to face what is before us 

(Matthew 10:16-20, Luke 12:11-12, Matthew 28:18-20) 
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