
Noon Bible Study: Acts 21 
Acts 21:1-3 - Travel details 

Cos → Rhodes → Patara → Phoenicia → 

(passing Cyprus on left) → towards Syria → Tyre 

Acts 21:4-7 - A Week In Trye, Then Ptolemais with 

disciples. 

 v. 4 - They kept telling Paul, through the spirit, 

not to set foot in Jerusalem. 

They may have encouraged him to not go because of what 

awaited him in Jerusalem, but what awaited him was not necessarily opposed to God’s will/plan. 

 

Acts 21:8-14 - Paul in Caesarea 

 v. 8-9 - Paul stays with Philip the evangelist (this is same Philip of Acts 8) 

- Acts 8:40 tells us that Philip went on to Caesarea after Ethiopian eunuch’s baptism.  This is perhaps 20+ 

years later.  Philip, who we haven’t heard of since Acts 8 has remained faithful and continues to speak the 

gospel.  He also has 4 virgin daughters, prophetesses.  Doing so in the incredibly pagan city of Caesarea 

speaks highly of Philip’s character. 

 v. 10-12 - Agabus’s prophecy (cp. Agabus in Acts 11:28) 

  - Agabus’ prophecy will end up being correct.  The response of the people was to beg him not to go,  

v. 12 - Even Paul’s companions began begging him not to go. (including Luke) 

- What do you do in a case like this? (1) be humble, ask God for clarity, (2) don’t determine your 

actions based on circumstances, (3) obey God 

 v. 13-14 - Paul’s reply 

Romans 8:35-39 - Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 

CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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Acts 20:22-23, Acts 9:15-16 - Paul was called to suffer for Christ.   

Acts 21:15-17 - Final approach and arrival at Jerusalem 

Acts 21:18-26 - Paul with James & Jerusalem elders 

v. 19-21a - Jerusalem leaders rejoice because of the gospel work 

- ESV Study Note - Paul Participates in a Nazirite Ceremony. - When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, the Christians rejoiced 

over the success of his Gentile mission but expressed concern over rumors that he was teaching Jews to abandon their 

ancestral laws and customs. To disprove the rumors, they asked Paul to participate publicly in a Nazirite vow, as 

specified in OT law (Num. 6:1–21) 

- Those under a Nazirite vow would abstain from wine, strong drink, grape juice, grapes, or raisins; would avoid any 

contact that would defile them (such as contact with a dead body); and would not cut their hair (cf. Num. 6:1–21). 

When the time of the vow was over (often 30 days), they would cut their hair and present an offering in the temple (cf. 

Mishnah, Nazir 6.3). If Paul went with them and personally paid for the cost of their offering, it would show that he 

did not object to Jewish converts following OT customs voluntarily, so long as those same customs were not required of 

Gentile believers (ESV Study Bible, Acts 21:23) 

- Paul purified himself along with these other men (v. 26).  This process took 7 days.  Paul is not opposed to Jews 

voluntarily continuing Jewish law, traditions and practices as long as they understand salvation and forgiveness is 

by grace, through faith.  And he also agrees (as do Jerusalem elders since Acts 15 council) that Gentiles need not 

convert to Judaism 1st to accept Messiah.  This act in Jerusalem is a moment of Paul being all things to all men. (cp. 

Timothy’s conversion) 

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 - For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.  20 To the Jews I 

became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so 

that I might win those who are under the Law;  21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God 

but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law.  22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I 

have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.  

 

Acts 21:27-36 - Paul attacked by mob 

- “Jews from Asia” probably from Ephesus where there would have been Christian/Jewish 

tension in general and especially after Artemis riot. 

v. 28-29 - “they had seen Trophimus the Ephesian” one of Paul’s traveling companions 

(cp. Acts 20:4) with him in the city and assumed he had been brought into temple too. 

- Things were so chaotic that Roman commanded took him privately (v. 33-34).  Paul is bound with two chains, 

just as spirit had foretold. v. 34 - Paul was carried by the soldiers up the stairs because the mob was so 

intense (and perhaps because of injuries he might have suffered v. 32)    Philippians 1:12-20 
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