
Noon Bible Study: Acts 2 (Part 1) 
Pentecost:  also called “Festival of Weeks” or Festival of the Harvest (Exodus 23:16). 

Hebrew: Shavu’ot    NT called “Pentecost” from greek word for 50th 

50 days after the first fruits come and are given to the LORD, Weeks/Pentecost was celebrated 

Leviticus 23:9-14 - first fruits 

Leviticus 23:15-22 - weeks/Pentecost 

  - Feast of first fruits praised God for his provision & thanked him for harvest that was to come. 

- The celebration of Weeks/Pentecost was to honor and thank God for the harvest. 

One of 3 pilgrimage festivals (Passover/Unleavened Bread, Weeks/Pentecost, /Ingathering or Booths) 

 Exodus 23:14-17 

 Deuteronomy 16:9-12, 16-17 

 

(Additional Tradition: Jewish observance of Shavu’ot - commemorating the giving of the Torah/Law) 

 

Acts 1:1-4 - The spirit comes on Pentecost 

 v. 1 - disciples were most likely gathered in upper room 

- probably not the Temple, or else Historian Luke would have said “the temple” (as he did 27x in Acts. v. 5-

6 will tell us that “when the sound occurred, a crowd came together and the miracle of tongues was still 

ongoing) 

- this room would have been near the temple grounds, as the large crowd (at least 3000 from v. 41) 

would have been able to fit. 

 

v. 2-4 holy spirit comes (promise of Father, Acts 1:4-5) 

 

spirit comes in an observable way - “began to speak with other tongues as the spirit was giving them utterance.” 

 tongues: Greek: glossa - tongue, as in language 
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sometimes used to talk about physical member “the tongue” like in James 3. Often used representatively for 

“languages” and the people who speak different languages (ex: Rev. 5:9) 

many modern English translations will say “language” 

 utterance: Greek: apophtheggomai (a-pof-theng-omai) - to speak forth 

 

The disciples were given the ability to speak in other languages (other than Aramaic/Hebrew/Greek). 

 

Acts 2:5-13 - International Crowd Hears, Gathers & Wonders 

- Since it was Pentecost (pilgrimage festival), it would have been very common to have so many different 

people groups visiting Jerusalem. 

- Nations of Pentecost (ESV Study Bible): Pentecost attracted Jews from all over the world to Jerusalem 

to celebrate the annual festival. Those who heard the apostles’ message in their native languages at 

Pentecost came from various regions within the two great competing empires of the day—the Roman 

Empire and the Parthian Empire—with Jerusalem near the center. 

 

Q - What is being spoken when the disciples speak in these other “languages”? 

v. 11 - in our own TONGUE 

(glossa)“the mighty deeds of God” 

Miracle of Pentecost was that 

the disciples spoke in other languages 

(v. 11) 

(Remember Summary verse of 

Acts: Acts 1:8) 

 

v. 12 - “what does this mean?” 

Q - What is significant about the 

spirit coming on Pentecost? 

- many people would have been in Jerusalem 

- giving of torah in stone CP giving of spirit/law on hearts 

- time when the people displayed what God had provided for them (harvest of crops CP holy spirit) 
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