
Noon Bible Study: Acts 18 
Acts 18:1 – Paul Travels from Athens to Corinth 

Acts 18:2-4 - Aquila & Priscilla 

“Claudius had commanded all Jews to leave Rome”: “This interesting piece of information tallies reasonably 
close with two parallel reports in later pagan historians. The exact date of this expulsion is unclear. We 
may well be right in assuming that "all Jews "actually meant "most use quote, but it is still a fact of 
some importance...The Roman historian Suetonius explains that Claudius expelled the Jews because they were 
rioting, and he gives an explanation for the riots: impulsore Chresto.  The cryptic Latin phrase could mean 
"at the instigation of Chriestus” (possibility referring to Christ).  Was Suetonius, perhaps, aware of a dim 
or second hand report that some people in the Jewish community had been squabbling, and then rioting, 
because a message about a Messiah, a Christus, had arrived in Rome and caused the same kind of uproar that 
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it done in Antioch, Thessalonica, and other places? This is typical of the kind question Egyp The Jewish 
community have been squabbling, and in writing, because a message about a Messiah, the Kristis, had 
arrived in Rome and cost the same kind of uproar that it done in Antioch, Thessalonica, and other places? 
This is typical of the kind question ancient historians have to deal in all the time. It may just be 
coincidence, but it may be just a telltale hint. - NT Wright, “Acts For Everyone” Book 2, pg 97-98 

Paul is working as a tent maker with Aquila and Priscilla and also “reasoning in synagogue every sabbath” 

 

Acts 18:5-11 - Paul, Silas, & Timothy in Corinth 

v. 5 - Paul returns to full time ministry 

v. 6 - Resistance, blasphemers, rejection causes Paul to physically demonstrate his change in relationship 
with such people/things. However, he doesn’t completely give up on the Jews, and moves into the house next 
to the synagogue! 

v. 8 - Crispus, leader of synagogue, believes & many Corinthians baptized. 

v. 9-11 - Paul stays in Corinth 1 and a half years after receiving vision that he will be safe there. 

Corinth: Corinth sat on the isthmus connecting the Greek mainland with the Peloponnesian peninsula. This location 
made it a flourishing crossroads for sea traffic between the Aegean region and the western Mediterranean. It was 
a place where many cultures and religions mingled. Since it was a Roman colony, Roman law and customs were 
important, particularly among the upper classes, but “many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’” found a home in Corinth. The 
worship of these gods was fully integrated into governmental affairs, civic festivals, trade guilds, and social 
clubs, and everyday life in general. Corinth was also a destination for traveling professional orators who charged 
a fee for attendance at their entertaining rhetorical displays and advised people on how to advance socially.  Into 
this milieu Paul brought the gospel of Jesus Christ, and soon a church was established. 

The Acrocorinth is a small but steep mountain 1,886 feet (575 m) high on the Peloponnesian peninsula in southern 
Greece. Ancient Corinth was built at the mountain’s foot, benefiting also from the natural spring that provided 
water for the town. In Paul’s day Corinth, though a couple of miles inland, oversaw the territory connecting the 
Adriatic port of Lechaion on the west with the Aegean port of Cenchreae to the east (see Acts 18:18). Ships were 
often portaged between these seaports across this narrow stretch of the Peloponnesian isthmus, approximately 3.7 
miles (6 km) wide at its narrowest. Several rulers in the first century AD foolishly attempted to construct a canal 
across the isthmus, but this was not successfully accomplished until the nineteenth century. 

The famed Greek city of Corinth, renowned for its artistry in bronze, its wealth, and its wanton sexuality, was 
destroyed in 146 b.c. during a war with Rome. The city was re-founded as a Roman colony in 44 b.c. by Roman 
freedmen, and the distinct archaeological strata in the city center testify to this gap in its history. Inscriptions 
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from the first hundred years of the new colony were mostly in Latin, although strong marks of Greek culture were 
also evident in the art and life of the city. 

First-century Corinth followed a 
Roman city plan based on a 
rectangular grid. Typical urban 
structures were built (or 
reconstructed), such as shops, 
stoas, basilicas, a bouleuterion 
(for the city council meetings), a 
gymnasium, baths, latrines, and a 
theater. A few large houses from 
this period have also been 
excavated. The center of town 
boasted the refashioned Peirene 
Fountain as a pleasant place from 
which to draw spring water. To this 
day a raised speaker’s platform 

stands in the main forum, and a nearby inscription refers to this platform as the rostra (equivalent to a bēma or 
tribunal); this is probably the very location where Gallio judged Paul to be innocent (Acts 18:12–17). Some other 
significant archaeological remains date from post-NT times, such as the odeion (a small covered theater). 

In Paul’s day the great Doric-style temple (to Athena or Apollo) from the sixth century b.c. remained a central 
feature in Corinth, and multiple temples to other deities dotted the city. Indeed, when the author Pausanias wrote 
about Corinth in the mid-second century a.d., his description of the city read like a tour guide of pagan 
monumental sacred sites. Corinth boasted an important sanctuary of Asklepios (the god of healing), where people 
would come to offer sacrifices to the god and to seek medical care. Marks of the imperial cult were 
evident,...(during) Roman times wanton sexuality would have been common at such a port city. – (ESV Study Bible, 
Introduction to 1 Corinthians) 
 
Acts 18:12-17 - Paul before Gallio 

- Gallio dismisses any case/charge against Paul because he feels it is a Jewish-law matter, thus 
insignificant and not worth his time.  The presence of Gallio in this text is one of the best pieces which 
helps us date Paul’s life. 

- They beat the leader of the synagogue “Sosthenes” as a result (this may be the new leader appointed after 
Crispus’ conversion.)  Sosthenes is also mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:1, which may mean he later converts to 
Christianity or this is just a common name. 
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Acts 18:18-21 - Paul makes his ways towards his starting point, the Syrian city of Antioch.  He leaves Priscilla 
and Aquila in the city of Ephesus, where he briefly stops to preach.  He will return there in Acts 19. 
 
Acts 18:22 - Paul lands in Caesarea.  Greeted “the church” - “most interpreters understand to mean the church in 
Jerusalem, which in that region could be called “the church” without further specification, and which was the 
location to which one would “go up” from Caesarea, given the higher altitude of Jerusalem. Then Paul “went down” 
(from Jerusalem) to Antioch.” ESV Study Bible Acts 18:22 
 
Acts 18:23 - Third Missionary Journey begins (more on this in Acts 19) 
 
Acts 18:24-28 – Apollos 

- eloquent man 
- mighty in Scriptures 
- instructed in the way of the Lord (Jesus) 
- fervent in spirit 
- speaking and teaching about Jesus, “being acquainted only with the baptism of John” 

It seems most probably that Apollos was unaware of the coming of the holy spirit and possibility about Jesus death 
and resurrection.  Priscilla and Aquila heard him and “took him aside”.  Private conversation rather than public 
disagreement.  Apollos then travels to Achaia to the city of Corinth (Acts 19:1).  This will serve as the backdrop to 
1 Corinthians, which will be written a few years later. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 - Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.  11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's people, that there are 
quarrels among you.  12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of 
Apollos," and "I of Cephas," and "I of Christ."  13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, 
was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except 
Crispus and Gaius,  15 so that no one would say you were baptized in my name.  16 Now I did baptize also 
the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.  17 For Christ did not 
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would 
not be made void. 
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