
Noon Bible Study: Acts 17 (Part 1) 
Acts 17:1-4 - Thessalonica 

Thessalonica is 94 miles from Philippi.  Thessalonica was the proud capital of the Roman province of 
Macedonia and had a population of over 100,000. Its natural harbor and placement on the busy east-west 
Egnatian Way as well as key north-south trade routes meant that it was a flourishing center of trade and 
philosophy. It was a free city and was governed by local officials called “politarchs” (cf. Acts 17:6, 8). 
Religiously, the city was committed to the Greco-Roman pantheon and the imperial cult; Egyptian cults were 
also prominent. There was a sizable population of Jews in Thessalonica. (ESV Study Bible, Intro to 1 
Thessalonians) 

v. 1-3 - in Synagogue, Paul’s custom 
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v. 3 - “Christ” not Jesus’ last name but from Greek word for “Messiah” which means Anointed one. King of 
the kingdom of God 

v. 3 - “Christ had to suffer” - Jews resisted the idea that the Messiah had to suffer, thus why it was 
central to Paul’s teaching. 

 v. 4 - “God fearing Greeks” - Gentiles with interest and devotion to Judaism (cp. Cornelius) 

 

Acts 17:5-9 - Trouble In Thessalonica 

 v. 5 - Jews, wicked men form a mob & attack Jason’s house. 

v. 7 - Opponent's view of Paul & Silas’ preaching. “Another king (than Caesar), Jesus.” 

- Our message has largely turned from Eternal, Global and political message to “personal” message.  We no longer 
have the view of the world being taken over by Jesus (Rev. 11:15, etc) and the saints to rule and restore.  We 
instead hear “personal salvation” message and goal of “going to heaven” when you die.  But that is not the 
message Jesus and apostles spoke.  There is personal salvation and benefits and eternal life → but those are 
parts of a bigger story, not the story themselves. 

 

Acts 17:10-15 – Berea. 50 miles south of thessalonica (see MAP) 

 v. 11 - Model for all Christians 

 v. 15 Silas and Timothy stay, Paul on the Athens 

 

Paul will move on to preach in other places (Berea, Athens, Corinth) and leave Timothy and Silas to minister to new 
believers in Thessalonica (they will join him later, Acts 17:15, 18:5).  Most scholars today date 1 Thessalonians to 
AD 49–51, early in Paul’s 18-month stay in Corinth during his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1–18).  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-3:8 - Details of Paul’s waiting, Timothy’s ministry back to Thessalonica 

 

Acts 17:16-22 - Paul in Athens (travel either by land or sea. By foot, 222 miles from Berea, see Map) 

- Athens was filled with examples of artistic beauty, particularly its statues of the Greek gods and the 
architectural magnificence of its temples. Paul, however, was deeply troubled by the idolatry that the art 
represented, seeing the entire city devoted to false gods represented by idols. Large portions of central 
Athens have been excavated. Paul would probably have been speaking in the Roman Forum (used as a 
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marketplace) and in the Greek Agora (largely filled with civic structures). These were surrounded by great 
stoas (covered walkway), one of which (the Stoa of Attalos) has been reconstructed for modern viewers. In 
Paul’s day Athens boasted a stadium, a large theater, and an odeion (large building built for music) known 
as the Agrippeion. Some of Athens’s most prominent features were its numerous pagan temples. The great 
temple to Athena (the Parthenon), the Erechtheion (dedicated to multiple deities), and the temple to the 
goddess Roma and the emperor Augustus stood atop the   overlooking the city. Many other pagan sacred 
sites have also been found, confirming Petronius’s satirical assertion that it was easier to find a god than 
a man in Athens. Multiple inscriptions also indicate a Jewish presence in Athens, and Herod the Great was 
honored by the Athenians for his generosity to the city. (ESV Study Bible) 
 

- The Areopagus is the “hill of Ares” (Ares being the Greek god of war). The Court of the Areopagus was a 
long-established body with extensive authority over the civil and religious life of Athens. In Paul’s day, it 
exercised jurisdiction especially in matters of religion and morality. (ESV Study Bible) 
 
v. 18, 21 – Why Paul was invited to speak 
 

- Epicureanism - A philosophy advanced by Epicurus that considered happiness, or the avoidance of pain and 
emotional disturbance, to be the highest good and that advocated the pursuit of pleasures that can be 
enjoyed in moderation. 
 

- Stoicism - an ancient Greek school of philosophy founded at Athens by Zeno of Citium. The school taught 
that virtue, the highest good, is based on knowledge, and that the wise live in harmony with the divine 
Reason (also identified with Fate and Providence) that governs nature, and are indifferent to the changing 
emotions of fortune and to pleasure and pain. 

 

v. 18 - “Proclaiming Jesus & resurrection” would have been an odd concept for the leading thinkers of 
Greece/Athens.  Greek thought was rooted in “dualism”, something Plato & Aristotle would develop.  “Matter” 
(creation, body, etc) is bad, “Spirit” (life, “soul”, etc) is good.  Whereas, the Resurrection (foundational belief 
of Christian faith) 

 

Acts 17:22-31 - Paul’s message to Areopagus 

- Gleanings from Paul’s message and method: Respectful (v. 22). Clear. Quotes Greek poets (v. 28), Turn 
towards repentance with reason why (v. 29-31)  
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v. 30-31 - cp. Jesus’ message of “repent for the kingdom of God is at hand” 

In Paul’s discourse at Areopagus, he never once quotes Scripture.  Doing so would have been irrelevant and 
counter-productive because of his audience.  However, all that he says could be backed up with Scripture if need be.  
This is an important example for us.  Our culture is becoming more like the Areopagus than the Jewish synagogue. 
We need to know the message and be able to speak it in language of common people. 

 

Acts 17:32-34 - Response 

 v. 32 - Sneering at resurrection because that would have been foreign, even foolish concept, to Greek thinker. 

 

Response to gospel: 1 - Rejection (v. 32) 2 - Consideration/follow up (v. 32) 3 - Acceptance & belief (v. 34) 

 

1st Part of Acts - Paul able to “reason from Scriptures” 

2nd Part of Acts - Paul speaking without Scriptures. 

 Both are needed by people of God. 

 

To Consider 

1 - Would you say that your personal beliefs are based on what you have read and learned in the Bible (like the 
Bereans) or is primarily based on what you have read elsewhere or learned in church? 

 

2 - Can you articulate the gospel both in “plain speaking” to people without Bible knowledge and also by using the 
Scriptures for those who might be familiar with the Bible?  If not, what are some of the steps you can take to get 
better? 

  

3 - What are the implications of Acts 17:30-31 on your life?  What about the people around you? 
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