
Noon Bible Study: Acts 16 
Acts 16:1-5 - Beginning of 2nd Missionary Journey 

v. 1-3 - Derbe & Lystra - disciples already made there (cp. Acts 14:8-22), Timothy joins, is circumcised. 

Paul did this not because circumcision made Timothy right with God (Paul has already explained his view on circumcision &  

salvation letter to Galatians) but because it would make Timothy “right” with the Jews whom he would be preaching to.  

Remember also that Paul is passing on the info decided upon in Acts 15 which was a response to contradicting teaching of 

some on circumcision. Timothy, because of his heritage (believing Jewish mom, Greek father) would have been a unique 

spokesperson for the gospel to Jews and Gentiles. Timothy will become the closest companion to Paul and a leader in the 

1st century church.  Two letters of Paul written to Timothy included in Scripture. 

 

Acts 16:6-10 - Holy spirit did not allow them to speak in “Asia” 

 v. 9-10 - “man of Macedonia” seen in vision saying “come over to Macedonia & help us”, will of God becomes clear. 

 v. 10 - “we” - Luke at this point now with Paul, Silas, Timothy & others. 
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Acts 16:11-15 - Philippi 

 v. 12 - Ancient City of Philippi, Roman Colony 

After their victory at the Battle of Philippi in 42 b.c., Antony and (later) Augustus re-founded this 

Macedonian city with army veterans. Its special status as an Augustan colony exempted the city from 

significant forms of taxation and gave it additional privileges of land ownership. The city encompassed 

good agricultural land, and it was on the Egnatian Way, an important Roman commercial road (built 

mid-2nd centuryb.c.). The Roman ethos of the colony is evident in Philippi’s Latin civic inscriptions and 

in the worship of Roman gods. Extant archaeological remains from Paul’s day testify to the presence of 

a theater, a large forum (beneath the later 2nd-century-a.d. forum), shops, and two city gates 

(designated Krenides to the west and Neapolis to the east). There is a speaker’s platform (Gk. bēma) in 

the existing second-century forum between a pair of large fountains. One small stone crypt (built over 

a cistern) near the forum was designated in later church tradition as the prison site of Paul and Silas 

(Acts 16:23–34). Other structures dating from NT times and the early centuries of the church (e.g., a 

sports facility, pagan temples, octagonal and basilica style churches) can still be seen in Philippi. 

(ESV Study Bible, Introduction to Philippians) 

v. 13 - Not a significant Jewish population. 10 men required for establishment of synagogue 

v. 14-15 - Lydia & household believes and baptized. 

 

Acts 16:16-24 - Slave girl with demon and arrest 

v. 16-18 - slave girl, tormented by demon follows Paul & disciples.  Annoying and crying out.  

Paul delivers girl. 

v. 19-24 - Paul & Silas arrested after slave girl’s masters realize their profit maker is no more. 

v. 22 - “Responding to the unruly crowd, the magistrates had Paul & Silas stripped & gave 

orders to beat them with rods. The magistrates in Roman cities were served by attendants who 

carried bundles of wooden rods bound together as symbols of the magistrates’ authority &  their 

right to inflict corporal punishment. Paul & Silas were severely beaten with these wooden rods 

(v. 23.). The entire process was a miscarriage of justice, since there was no fair hearing to 

ascertain the facts or to allow Paul & Silas to speak in their own defense. (ESV Study Bible) 
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Acts 16:25-34 - Paul & Silas in prison. Jailer converted 

v. 25 - Paul & Silas praying and singing hymns of praise to God 

v. 26 - earthquake causes all doors to open & everyone’s chains to unfasten 

v. 27 - jailer moves to kill himself (cp. Acts 12:18-19 - guards killed when Peter not found in 

prison) 

v. 30 - “what must I do to be saved?” 

v. 31-32 - “spoke the word of the Lord” = gospel.  More communicated than just “believe in 

Jesus”. Also, we know that the “prisoners were listening to them…(v. 25)” 

v. 34 - Both Philippian jailer and Lydia welcome Paul & Silas back to their homes (also in v. 40).  

This behavior is quite the contrast to other cities and how it is reported that they received 

Paul.  These gestures illustrate why Paul had such a fondness for the Philippian church. 

Philippians 1:1-8 - Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus 

who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always offering prayer 

with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first 

day until now.  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 

perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  7 For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me.  8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all 

with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

 

(Paul writes letter to the Philippian church approx. 10 years after (c.60-62) his first visit in Acts 16.) 

 

Acts 16:35-40 - Released from prison. Roman citizens 

 v. 35-36 - Magistrates determine to release Paul & Silas. 

v. 37 - Paul calls magistrates out and references his (& Silas’) Roman Citizenship. 
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Roman Citizenship benefits/rights:  

- Roman citizens, who were granted specific rights, among which were: the right to vote in the 

Tribal assembly (ius suffragii ); the right to make legal contracts, and to hold property, as a 

Roman citizen (ius commercii); the right to sue in the courts; the right to appeal from the 

decisions of magistrates; the right to have a trial (to appear before a proper court and to 

defend oneself ); the right not to be subjected to torture or scourging; and the right of 

immunity from some taxes and other legal obligations, especially local rules and regulations. - 

Sean A. Adams “Paul the Roman Citizen…” pg. 313 

v. 38-39 - Magistrates come and appeal to them, release them, and beg them to leave the city. 

“This was not only illegal, due to their claim of Roman citizenship, but also carried the 

possibility of strong censure, not only towards the soldiers, but towards the city in 

which the event took place.” - Adams, pg 313 

 v. 40 - Return to Lydia’s house. Encourage brethren and depart. 

They will not continue on to Thessalonica via Amphipolis & Apollonia (Acts 17:1) 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 - you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain,  

but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the 

boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.  

 

Lessons From Acts 16: 

1 - We don’t always know the specifics about why certain things happen/don’t happen or appear 

to “not go our way.”  For Paul & co. doors closed in Asia and Bithynia.  But we learn it was 

like this so they would go to Macedonia & Philippi.  There is a bigger picture that God sees. 

 

2 - Joy and praise, even when being tried or suffering.  Paul and Silas are “singing in prison” 

with no promise of release.  Yet their eyes and hearts are focused on the Lord and as a result, 

others see and hear (ex: prisoners & jailer).  Imagine if they quit or complained instead? 
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