
Noon Bible Study: Acts 14 
Acts 14:1-4 - 1st Missionary Journey – (Part 2) 

v. 1 - “they” - Paul & Barnabas.  Many believed (Jews & 

Greeks) from synagogue 

- Iconium was 90 miles by road southeast from Pisidian Antioch. 

- In Pisidian Antioch and now in Iconium we see a conflict with 

the disciples (who are preaching the gospel) and “the Jews” who 

“contradict” (Acts 13:45) and “stirred up the minds...and 

embittered Gentiles” (14:2) against the disciples. 

- This historical point will help us have a foundation and 

context to the heart and theme of Paul’s letter to Galatian 

churches and Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. 

v. 3 - Boldness, testifying, signs and wonders 

v. 4 - People of city were divided between Jews & 

apostles. 

 

Acts 14:5-7 - Trouble on horizon 

v.6 - cities of Lycaonia: Lystra → Derbe → surrounding region 

- Lystra was 20 miles southwest of Iconium and Derbe another 58 miles southeast. Both were in the district of Lycaonia 

within the Galatian province. (ESV Study Bible, Acts 14:6) 

 

Acts 14:8-18 – Lystra 

- No indication that there was a synagogue in Lystra.  Paul & Barnabas would have made a direct appeal to the people 

of Lystra. 

v. 8-10 - Lame man healed 

v. 11-13 - Response of Greek-minded crowd (cp. Jewish reaction to healing - ex: Matthew 9:8; 15:31; Mark 2:11-12, 

Luke 5:25-26; 7:16; 13:13, 17:15, 18:43, etc.) 

v. 11 - The people spoke in their native language (as opposed to common Greek) and so Paul & Barnabas probably 

didn’t know what was going on at first. 
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There was a local myth that Zeus & Hermes had once visited the region: 

“The crowd's response to the miracle shows both total excitement and total lack of comprehension. They cry out in 

Lycaonian, their language, that the gods Zeus and Hermes have come in human form. They repeatedly address Paul 

and Barnabas with divine homage. This is not surprising, for Ovid the Roman poet relates a legend of a previous 

visitation by Zeus and Hermes to the Phrygian region. They came in human form and inquired at one thousand homes, 

but none showed them hospitality. Only a poor elderly couple, Baucis and Philemon, took them in. The pair were 

rewarded by being spared when the gods flooded the valley and destroyed its inhabitants. The couple's shack was 

transformed into a marble-pillared, gold-roofed temple, and they became its priests.” (IVP NT Commentary Acts 14) 

v. 14-18 - Paul’s response: preaching 

 

Acts 14:19-20 - Paul stoned.  Paul revived 

v. 19 - Jews from Antioch (Pisidian) and Iconium “won over the crowds” (cp. Galatian letter concerns).  They stoned 

Paul and dragged him out of the city! 

 

v. 20 - “disciples” - probably those who had been made through this preaching and other local cities (as opposed to 

Jerusalem disciples).  See Acts 16:1-2 (Timothy).  Then Paul goes back into the city! 

 

Acts 14:21-23 - Paul and Barnabas return to cities they had first preached in and finish the work in this region. 

 

Disciples made → strengthen souls/encourage → elders appointed (prayer and fasting) → left to be led by the Lord. 

 

Acts 14:24-28 - Final steps of 1st missionary journey 

Passed through Pisidia → Pamphylia → Perga → Attalia → to Antioch (Syria) where Paul/Barnabas 1st commissioned. 

v. 27-28 - Debriefing & telling of all God had done and “how he had opened a door of faith to Gentiles” 

c. 46-47 - 1st Missionary Journey (Acts 13-14)  (Galatians written) 

c. 48 or 49 - Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)  c. 48/49-51 - 2nd Missionary Journey (Acts 16-18:22) 

 

Acts 15:1-6 - Jerusalem Council Convened 

- Council called For the purpose of sorting out whether or not Gentile believers needed to first become Jewish (via 

circumcision) to be believers in Messiah Jesus (and “be saved” per 15:1).  Also to address the rising threat of opposing 

messages highlighted in Acts 15:1.  We can see the roots of this conflict in the behavior of the Jews in Galatian region 

during the 1st Missionary Journey. 
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