
Noon Bible Study: Acts 13 
Acts 13:1-3 - Setting: Antioch. Church gathered, praying, 

fasting. 

- Barnabas and Saul “set apart” for the work which 

the Lord had called for them: 1st Missionary Journey” 

 

Acts 13:4-12 – Island of Cyprus 

 v. 4 - went to Seleucia → sailed to island of Cyprus 

v. 5 - Salamis, city on Cyprus. 

- Barnabas, Saul, & John Mark proclaim the “word of God” (aka 

the gospel message) in synagogues, go through the whole island. 

 

Salamis was the closest port of Cyprus (about 130 miles 

southwest of Seleucia). 

Paphos was 90 miles (145 km) southwest of Salamis and was the seat of the Roman government of Cyprus. Paphos here likely 

refers to the port city of Nea Paphos rather than nearby Old Paphos (with its famous ancient temple of Aphrodite). First-

century remains in Nea Paphos include an odeion (a small covered theater), a larger theater, and the Sanctuary of Apollo. 

Cyprus was also Barnabas’ home (Acts 4:36-37) 

 

v. 6 - Jewish false prophet, magician, Bar-Jesus (v. 8 called Elymas) 

v. 7 - Proconsul (governor or province) Sergus Paulus sought to hear the word of God!  

Bar-Jesus/Elymas opposes Paul, working to dissuade Elymas from the faith. 

v. 9 - Saul (who was known as Paul), filled with the holy spirit, confronts the false prophet. 

 v. 11 - Reverse miracle    v. 12 - Proconsul believes! 

 

Acts 13:13-14 – “Paul & his companions” sail from Paphos (city on Western Cyprus) to Perga (in Pamphylia). (interesting 

change in wording by Luke.  Up to this point it has been “Barnabas and Saul” etc.)  At this time John Mark returns to 

Jerusalem.  They then travel from Perga to Pisidian Antioch which is in the region of Galatia. 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


“Pisidian Antioch” (NASB) or “Antioch in Pisidia (ESV)” was one of 16 cities that the Syrian king Seleucus had named for his 

father Antiochus. The city had a large Jewish population and the high status of being a Roman “colony.” It is to be 

distinguished from Antioch in Syria, from which Paul and Barnabas had begun their journey (Acts 13:1). Excavations at 

Pisidian Antioch have revealed much from Paul’s day: city walls, a theater, large streets, a temple to the Anatolian god 

“Men Askaenos”, and a large temple platform probably related to emperor worship. (ESV Study Bible, Acts 13:14) 

 

Acts 13:15-42 - Paul preaches in Jewish Synagogue to Jews and God-fearing Gentiles 

- Paul speaks a message that his audience would have known and recognized and welcomed.  He tells them a 

familiar story in a way that will point them to Jesus. 

v. 23-25 - facts, not controversial.   

- These events were apparently known by the Jews in Pisidian Antioch.  Either by word of these events in 

Judea traveling by word of mouth there or perhaps because of hearing about them at a pilgrimage festival 

to Jerusalem. 

 v. 26-41 - Jesus: facts and conviction 

  v. 29 – cross  v. 30 – resurrection  

v. 32-37 - OT fulfillment.  Life & meaning given to Psalms. (v. 36 - obviously not about David) 

  v. 38-41 - Response encouraged to this message.  Made it personal.  “Take heed” 

 v. 42 - People wanted to hear more!  v. 43 - excitement, curiosity  v. 44 - one week later! 

 

Acts 13:44-47 – Paul & Barnabas speak to Cyprian crowd. 

 v. 44 - whole city (Jews & Gentiles) assembled to hear! 

 v. 45 - Jews become jealous.  Began contradicting Paul & blaspheming. 

 v. 46 - Paul & Barnabas, rejected by jews, “turn to the Gentiles” (Paul had already warned about this (v. 40-41) 

 

Acts 13:48-52 - Next Phase of Missionary Journey 

 v. 48-49 - Gentiles rejoiced. Many accepted the gospel.  Word spread through the entire region. 

 v. 50 - Persecution pushes Paul & Barnabas out of area, so Paul and Barnabas just move on to Iconium (v.51-52) 

- Acts 14 will describe the rest of 1st missionary journey) 

- This region will be the region that Paul will eventually write Galatians to. 
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