
Noon Bible Study: Acts 12 
Acts 12:1-5 

 Herod the king = Herod Agrippa I 

Herod was Herod Agrippa I, a grandson of Herod the Great (see note on Matt. 2:1). He was reared in Rome, and 

because of boyhood playmates who later became emperors he was granted rule over various territories in Judea 

until his kingdom reached the full extent of his grandfather’s territory (a.d. 41–44). See map. His persecution of 

the Christians may have been an attempt to curry favor with the Jews (cf. Acts 12:3). (ESV Study Bible, Acts 12:1) 

v. 2 - James (Son of Zebedee, brother of John) executed. 

 Mark 10:35-39 - Jesus foretells the suffering of James & John  

v. 5 - Peter kept in prison. Church prayed fervently 

 

Acts 12:6-12 - Peter freed by angel 

 

Acts 12:12-17 - Peter rejoins believers 

v. 12 - John Mark’s Mother’s home. John Mark is who wrote the 

gospel of Mark 

v. 17 - Peter ask for this news to be reported to “James and 

the brethren” 

- James, the brother of Jesus (see Mark 6:3) now converted & 

leader in Jerusalem church. 

James here is the brother of Jesus, not James the brother of John (who was killed by Herod, Acts 12:2). From this point forward in 

Acts, James seems to have the most prominent leadership role among the apostles in Jerusalem (see 15:13–21; 21:18). Though James was 

not one of the original Twelve, he apparently became an apostle as well (cf. 1 Cor. 15:7; Gal. 1:19; 2:9). The book of James also 

seems to be written on his own (apostolic) authority, not as a spokesman for someone else (see James 1:1). For some reason Peter no 

longer remained the leader and spokesman for the apostles in Jerusalem but went to another place. Luke does not specify where Peter 

went (some have suggested either Rome or Antioch); he was back in Jerusalem later for a conference (Acts 15:7–21). (ESV Study Bible, 

Acts 12:17) 

Acts 12:18-19 - Herod learns of Peter’s escape. Kill responsible guards. 
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Acts 12:20-23 - Herod Agrippa’s Death 

Josephus: Jewish Antiquities 19:343-350 

"Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Judea he came to the city Caesarea, which was formerly called 

Strato's Tower; and there he exhibited spectacles in honor of Caesar, for whose well-being he'd been informed that 

a certain festival was being celebrated. At this festival a great number were gathered together of the principal 

persons of dignity of his province. On the second day of the spectacles he put on a garment made wholly of silver, 

of a truly wonderful texture, and came into the theater early in the morning. There the silver of his garment, 

being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays, shone out in a wonderful manner, and was so 

resplendent as to spread awe over those that looked intently upon him. Presently his flatterers cried out, one from 

one place, and another from another, (though not for his good) that he was a god; and they added, "Be thou 

merciful to us; for although we have hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as 

superior to mortal nature."  

Upon this the king neither rebuked them nor rejected their impious flattery. But he shortly afterward looked up and 

saw an owl sitting on a certain rope over his head, and immediately understood that this bird was the messenger 

of ill tidings, just as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to him; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A 

severe pain arose in his belly, striking with a most violent intensity. He therefore looked upon his friends, and 

said, "I, whom you call a god, am commanded presently to depart this life; while Providence thus reproves the lying 

words you just now said to me; and I, who was by you called immortal, am immediately to be hurried away by 

death. But I am bound to accept what Providence allots, as it pleases God; for we have by no means lived ill, but 

in a splendid and happy manner." When he had said this, his pain became violent. 

Accordingly he was carried into the palace, and the rumor went abroad everywhere that he would certainly die 

soon. The multitude sat in sackcloth, men, women and children, after the law of their country, and besought God 

for the king's recovery. All places were also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested in a high 

chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate on the ground he could not keep himself from weeping. And when 

he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth 

year of his age and in the seventh year of his reign. 

Herod Agrippa was very familiar and acquainted with Jewish laws and practices.  He often celebrated with 

high priest in temple on holy days.  So for him to receive the praise of a god, would have been known by him 

to be wrong. (cp. Roman Imperial Worship). 

 

v. 24 - Word continue to grow and be multiplied (in spite of persecution or resistence). 

v. 25 - Barnabas and Saul return (to Antioch) from Jerusalem where they had delivered and distributed 

their relief collection (see Acts 11:29-30) 
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