
Noon Bible Study: Acts 11 
Acts 11:1-3 - Peter returns to Jerusalem, Jewish disciples “took issue with him.” 

 Accusation (v.3) - “you went to uncircumcised men and ate with them” 

Acts 11:4-18 - Peter retells the story of the Gentile’s conversion 

v. 14 - More details to the story from acts 10: “He will speak words to you by which you will be 

saved, you and all your household.” 

v. 16 - Peter “remembered the word of the Lord” while he was still with the Gentiles. This was not a 

later realization!  He remembered what Jesus had told them years before and recognized that it was 

being fulfilled in the Gentiles at that moment. 

 v. 17 - Stand in God’s way” - Greek word koluo, same word used in Acts 10:47 (“refuse”) 

Acts 11:19-21 - The gospel outreach continues 

v. 19 - Those who had been scattered because of persecution because of Stephen’s death (Acts 8:1-2) 

now go to Phoenicia, Cyprus, & Antioch (but only spoke to Jews) 

Phoenicia was in the area of 

present-day Lebanon, its primary 

cities being Tyre, Sidon, and 

Ptolemais. (For Christian 

communities there, see21:3–7.) 

Cyprus was 100 miles (161 km) 

off the coast. The primary 

language of these areas was 

Greek, as it was for Antioch 

(modern Antakya), the largest 

city of the area and capital of 

the Roman province of Syria, 

with a population of a half 

million or more. Only Rome and 

Alexandria were larger in 

ancient times. At Antioch, an island bearing a palace and a hippodrome stood in the middle of the Orontes River. Bridges connected the 

island to the main city. In the first century the main city contained an aqueduct, baths, two theaters, temples (e.g., to Artemis and to 

Herakles), the Pantheon, and the Kaisareion (a basilica dedicated to the imperial cult). Prior to Paul’s arrival, an earthquake in 37 B.C. had 

devastated Antioch, but the emperor Gaius (Caligula) helped rebuild it. Antioch periodically hosted Olympic-style games. Its great 

colonnaded and marble-paved road had been sponsored in part by Herod the Great. (ESV Study Bible Note, Acts 11:19) 
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v. 20 - Some men (from Cyprus & Cyrene) came to Antioch and began speaking to “Greeks” (Greek 

speaking Gentiles) also, preaching the Lord Jesus 

v.21 - :turned to the Lord” - “The expression “turned” is a summary term for responding to the 

gospel.”( NET Bible Note Acts 11:21) 

- Here there is a distinction between “belief” & “turning to the Lord”(cp John 8:30-31) 

  - Phrase “turn” with this usage is found in Acts 8x 

 

Acts 11:22-26 - Barnabas sent to Antioch 

 v. 24 - Barnabas: a good man, fill of the holy spirit and faith. 

v. 21 - large numbers, v. 25 & 26 - considerable numbers 

v. 25-26 - Barnabas goes from Antioch to Tarsus to look for Saul (Acts 9:30).  When he find him, 

Barnabas brings Saul to Antioch. They remain for an entire year. They met with the church and taught 

considerable numbers. 

“The disciples were first called “Christians” in Antioch.  Only 3x in Bible does this word appear (Acts 26:28, 1 

Peter 4:16).  The label of “Christian” was probably not something the disciples called themselves, but rather an 

identifier given by the unbelieving public at Antioch.  It is an indication of the disciples and the movement in 

general gaining a unique and now separate identity from just a Jewish sect. 

 

Acts 11:27-30 - Large Famine Prophesied. 

v. 29 (NLT) - So the believers in Antioch decided to send relief to the brothers and sisters in Judea, 

everyone giving as much as they could. 

 v. 29 - relief: cp. modern example of giving after a natural disaster, etc. 

- The early church will adopt this pattern throughout the time period of Acts (a great example for us 

today!). 

- After a retelling of the fact that God accepts the Gentiles (and by implication all people!), we see 

the gospel continue to speak throughout the world with great response.  And we also see the 

practical implication of the church caring for each other in the sending of Paul and Barnabas and the 

relief collection for hard pressed areas. 
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