
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 8-9 

2 Samuel 8:1-14 - David’s victories and conquests. 
 

Victorious Over: Philistines (v. 1), Moab (v. 2), Zobah (v. 3-4, 7-8), 
Arameans of Damascus (v. 5-6) 
 
Others Become Tributaries: ex: Hamath brings tribute (v. 9-10) as 
a result of David’s victory 

 
Through these victories, David amasses a tremendous amount of resources - 
gold, silver, bronze, weapons, chariots, servants.  He dedicates these items 
“to the LORD” (v. 11).  They will eventually be used by Solomon’s temple 
construction. 
 

v. 1 - Philistines: “After the time of David, there are no references 
to battles with the Philistines until the time of Hezekiah (see 2 
Kings 18:8).” (ESV Study Bible 2 Samuel 8:1) 

 
v. 4 - “David hamstrung the chariot horses”: for some reason David 
crippled the horses he gained out of his victory over Hadadezer, 
except for 100 which would be used for military chariots.  It is 
unknown specifically why he did this, however it is possible he was 
mindful of the LORD’s command regarding kings and their amassing 
of horses: 

 
Deuteronomy 17:16 - "Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to 
Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD has said to you, 'You shall never again return that way.'  

 
v. 13 - “David made a name for himself”: while this appears to contradict the principle in 2 Samuel 7 that God would make 
David’s name great (rather than David making it great himself), we know from v. 6 & 14 that “the LORD helped David wherever 
he went” - this was the reason for David’s success.  While David’s fame grew in the region, it was due to the LORD’s presence 
and favor. 

 
In fact, David wrote a Psalm connected with this victory in the “Valley Of Salt”, giving us insight into David’s heart:  
 
Psalm 60 
 v. 1-4 - it appears that the battle may have been difficult for Israel/David at first. 
 v. 5 - a prayer for God to save his people 

v. 6-8 - The LORD gives a message that the land belongs to him and the nations are under his control 
v. 9-10 - rhetorical questions: the answer is the LORD will bring victory, he has not rejected Israel. 
v. 11-12 - the LORD will (and does) bring victory  
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2 Samuel 8:15-18 - Summary of David’s Reign and Administration 
 

- Joab (son of Zeruiah) was leading general 
- Jehoshaphat (son of Ahilud) was recorder (royal historian) 
- Zadok & Ahimelech were leading priests 
- Seraiah was secretary 
- Benaiah (son of Jehoiada) was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites, elite fighting force of David 
- David’s sons were chief ministers (same word for “priests”) –  

o while David’s sons were not of priestly descent, they were involved in the worship on David’s behalf. 
 
2 Samuel 9:1-8 - David’s kindness to Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth 
 

v. 1 - David & Jonathan had made a covenant.  David had promised to care for the family of Jonathan 
 
  1 Samuel 20:14-17, 42 - David & Jonathan’s Covenant 
 

v. 4-5 - though scholars are unsure exactly where “Lo-debar” was located, it’s likely that it was on the other side of the 
Jordan river, in the region where Saul’s son, Ishbosheth was ruling. 

 
v. 7 - David’s promises: (1) I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan, (2) I will restore to you 
all the land of your grandfather Saul; (3) you shall eat at my table regularly." 

  
v. 3, 13 - Mephibosheth was crippled in both feet: 

 
2 Samuel 4:4 - Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the report of 
Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened that in her hurry to flee, 
he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 

 
That is what makes v. 8 so powerful - “again he prostrated himself”.  This would have been a much more difficult and perhaps 
painful task for Mephibosheth.  This humble act of reverence and thanksgiving speaks to how grateful he was to David. 

 
2 Samuel 9:9-13 - David’s provision for Mephibosheth 
 

v. 9-10 - David commands Ziba, Mephibosheth’s servant to care for Mephibosheth’s needs.  Ziba will care for him, and cultivate 
Saul’s land, bringing the produce to Mephibosheth.  (Ziba should have no problem doing this, since he has 15 sons and 20 
servants). Beyond this, Mephibosheth will have a place set at the king’s table.  David goes above and beyond Mephibosheth’s 
needs.  David is being a father to the fatherless. 

 
David is a man of his word, a man of integrity.  He had made his covenant with Jonathan, and even though Jonathan had died, and was 
not there to hold David accountable to his word, David follows through because he was accountable to God.  His love and honor for 
Jonathan is now expressed through the care he will give to Jonathan’s surviving child. 
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