
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 7 

2 Samuel 7:1-3 

 

David is now settled in his kingdom.  He has taken Jerusalem as his capital (2 Samuel 5) and restored the worship of Yahweh 

to Israel though the return of the ark of the covenant (2 Samuel 6).  As he rests and considers his life, he sees the contrast 

between where he lives and where the LORD’s symbolic presence, the ark of the covenant, resides. 

 

v. 3 - Nathan’s Response - it appears that the prophet Nathan is initially excited about David’s plan.  This was probably his 

own perspective on things, for he will seek the LORD and return with the LORD’s perspective. 

 

2 Samuel 7:4-11a - The LORD’s response through Nathan 

 

v. 4-7 - The LORD is content at this point to “dwell” in a tent.  He recounts to David that He has never complained, or 

commanded Israel to build a permanent house for him at this point. 

 

v. 8-9 - The LORD responds to David’s own concern for the LORD with a reminder of where David has come from and a promise of 

where he is heading. 

 

A Name For David 

 

v. 9 - “I will make you a great name” - echoes the promise God made to Abraham:  

 

Genesis 12:2 - And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you 

shall be a blessing;  

 

This promise to Abraham was made in contrast to the efforts of mankind at the tower of Babel: 

 

Genesis 11:4 - They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, 

and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."  

 

Most people seek the “make a name for themselves” meaning to leave a lasting legacy of their efforts, achievements, etc.  But God 

promises to make David’s name great, as David seeks and pursues making the LORD’s name great!  This is a great model for us to 

follow.  Whose reputation are we most concerned about?  Our name? Our family legacy? Our business? Our church?  Or the name of the 

LORD?  David’s concern for the LORD led to the LORD’s promise to establish David. 

 

Rest For Israel 

 

v. 10-11a - The LORD also promises to establish (aka “plant”) his people Israel and give them rest from their enemies.  The 

LORD references the time of Judges as a contrast to the way things will be now under David.  During the time of the judges, 

Israel was not marked by rest and peace but rather instability and war. 
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Judges 2:7-19  (v. 14 - “severely distressed” cp. “rest” of 2 Samuel 7:10) 

 

2 Samuel 7:11b-16 - The Davidic Covenant 

 

v. 11a - “the LORD will make a house for you” - playing off the word “house” from David’s initial request of the LORD to 

build a literal and physical house (or temple) for the LORD, God promises to make a “house” for David - though this usage of 

the word house is in the sense of a biological house, as in a “dynasty” 

 

v. 12-14 - dual prophecy - this word is related to David’s next of kin (Solomon in this case) who will soon be born and take 

over as king.  The LORD is promising to be with David’s son and establish his kingdom, and guide him as a father would his son 

(v. 14).  But this word is also bigger than just Solomon.  It is an eternal promise to the descendants of David, but more 

specifically to “a” descendant of David who will fulfill this eternal promise (more on this later). 

 

1 Chronicles 17:11-14 - "When your days are fulfilled that you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up 

one of your descendants after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom.  12 "He shall build 

for Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever.  13 "I will be his father and he shall be My son; and I will 

not take My lovingkindness away from him, as I took it from him who was before you.  14 "But I will settle him in My 

house and in My kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever."'"  

 

Remember, God had a willingness to make a similar promise to Saul, but Saul was disobedient and unrepentant: 

 

1 Samuel 13:13-14 - Samuel said to Saul, "You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the LORD 

your God, which He commanded you, for now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  14 

"But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the 

LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you."  

 

This promise is what is known as the “Davidic Covenant”. (Psalm 89:2-4).  It is the second of the great covenants to God’s people, 

after the Abrahamic covenant. 

 

For Israel, this promise will mean that future kings will be from the line of David. 

 

But, this promise is bigger than just Israel’s ruling dynasty.  The reason why this promise is David is so significant is because it is 

through this promise, paired with the Abrahamic covenant that God is working to redeem the world.  In the beginning, a good God 

created a good world and gave this world to humans to rule over and have relationship with him.  Through Adam & Eve’s sinful 

choices, this relationship was broken and creation itself was corrupted and cursed.  Humans would no longer have oversight over the 

earth as God intended. 

 

Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7, 1 Chron. 17) 

Son of God 

Son of David 

King Forever 

Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12-17, etc) 

Land 

Descendants 

Blessing 
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So through Abraham, God promises to give the land/earth back to the faithful descendants of Abraham. Instead of cursing, God 

promises blessing.  And through David, the rulership of this land/earth is returned, and not for limited seasons, but forever. 

 

And through Jesus, via the “new covenant”, this is all brought together - for not only for those biologically related to Abraham or 

David, but those who are connected to Christ (and thus Abraham and David) through faith.  The Abrahamic covenant gets the land, 

David’s covenant gives rulership over the land, and Jesus restores the relationship with God, which was the best part of God’s 

creation in the beginning - and allows those of faith to live in this restored world - forever! In fact, look at the verse first verse 

of the New Testament: 

 

Matthew 1:1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

 

That is why when the prophets paint the picture of the vision of future, they include words like this: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 - For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And 

His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the 

increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.  

 

Jeremiah 33:15-16 - 'In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall 

execute justice and righteousness on the earth.  16 'In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety;... 

 

Hosea 3:4-5 - For the sons of Israel will remain for many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar and 

without ephod or household idols.  5 Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the LORD their God and David their 

king; and they will come trembling to the LORD and to His goodness in the last days.  

 

And as a result of the centrality of this promise to the hope of the people of God, the term “son of David” and “son of God” will 

become synonymous with the “Messiah/Christ”: 

 

Matthew 16:16 - Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

 

Matthew 20:30 - And two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, "Lord, have mercy on 

us, Son of David!" 

 

Matthew 26:63 - But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us 

whether You are the Christ, the Son of God."  

 

John 1:49 - Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel." 

 

Acts 9:20 - and immediately he (newly converted Paul) began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of 

God." 
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And the announcement of the Messiah’s birth included this promise as well: 

 

Luke 1:30-33 - The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  31 "And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and His kingdom will have no end."  

 

Some of the final words of Jesus in the New Testament 

 

Revelation 22:16 - "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the 

descendant of David, the bright morning star."  

 

Back to the immediate giving of this amazing promise...What do you do after hearing this word from the LORD?  Well if you are like 

David you thank and praise the LORD! 

 

2 Samuel 7:18-29 - David’s prayer of thanksgiving & praise 

 

 v. 17-20 - David remembers where he came from and how insignificant he was.  

 

 v. 21-22 - David is in awe of God, nearly speechless.  “What more can David say to you?” (v. 20) 

 

v. 23-24 - David remembers God’s faithfulness to the people of Abraham.  From redeeming them to sustaining them, to now 

“establishing” them (v. 24) 

 

v. 25-29 - David’s desire is for the LORD to be magnified through his own exaltation.  David takes none of the glory for 

himself. 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-26 - God’s covenant to David is as sure as the rising of the sun 

 

Many have “spiritualized” the promises of the Davidic Covenant in regards to Jesus.  They think that because he didn’t come 

and reign as king, God had a better plan, a spiritual ruling in the hearts of his followers.  They suggests that the early 

followers of Jesus may have been misguided or misunderstood what Jesus really came to do. 

 

While there is an element of partial and spiritual fulfillment of this promise in that way for the people of God now, these 

promises will literally come to pass at the return of Jesus to the earth.  Otherwise, the literal promise made to David, which 

the LORD himself has tied to the rising of the sun, will not be fulfilled.  Instead we, can experience partial fulfillment now 

with Jesus as our King, and full and true fulfilment when Jesus, the son of God and son of David, returns to the earth as 

king of kings and Lord of Lords! 

 

Finally, a look at this promise and it’s woven thread throughout the entire Bible (although we have barely even scratched 

the surface), reminds us as Christians today, how important it is for us to read and study the whole Bible, and how God has 

given us all Scripture, so that we may know and rejoice in his plan! 
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