
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 6 

2 Samuel 6:1-4 
Reminder: what is the ark? 
Ark of the Covenant was the physical representation of the presence of the 
LORD. It was the most sacred object in Israel and was to be left in the most 
sacred place (the “holy of holies” in the tabernacle).  It was a box which was 
covered in pure gold. Inside the box were 3 sacred and symbolic items: the 
tablets with the commandments, a jar with manna and Aaron’s rod that budded.  
The box was topped with two golden angelic beings (cherubim). 
 

Flashback: where was the ark? 
  1 Samuel 4:1-11 - Ark captured by Philistines after Israel handles it foolishly 
  1 Samuel 5-6 - Ark bounces around Philistine cities, returned on driverless cart 
  1 Samuel 7:1-2 - Ark remains in house of Abinadab 
 
This was quite the noteworthy gathering.  Present is King David along with “all the chosen men of Israel, thirty-thousand” (v. 1). 
 
Why is this such a significant event? 
 

“By bringing the ark to Zion, David is saying that Yahweh’s presence can no longer remain, so to speak, on the side rail but 
must be the central focus and reality of the Davidic kingdom.  The worship of Yahweh, this ruling, reconciling, revealing 
God, must be at the heart of Israel’s life.  The ark in Jerusalem proclaims that the majestic, pardoning, speaking God is in 
the midst of his people.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg 73) 

 
1 Chronicles 13:1-4 - Then David consulted with the captains of the thousands and the hundreds, even with every leader.  2 
David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is from the LORD our God, let us send everywhere 
to our kinsmen who remain in all the land of Israel, also to the priests and Levites who are with them in their cities with 
pasture lands, that they may meet with us;  3 and let us bring back the ark of our God to us, for we did not seek it in the 
days of Saul."  4 Then all the assembly said that they would do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 

 
2 Samuel 6:5-8 - The ark’s approach, Uzzah 
 

Uzzah is struck down by the LORD because he touched the ark.  No one was supposed to touch the ark.  And the ark was not to 
be put on a cart, it was supposed to be carried, by a special designation of the priests (the descendants of Kohath). 

 
Exodus 25:10-15    Numbers 4:15    Numbers 7:1-9  

 
The death of Uzzah is a tragic story.  However, it highlights the holiness of God.  God is holy and he requires obedience from his 
people.  He tends towards mercy and grace but that does not negate his holiness and justice.  No one was supposed to touch the Ark of 
the Covenant.  Uzzah may have meant well, but no one was supposed to touch the Ark of the Covenant.  In fact, it should not have 
been on the cart to begin with - thus had David and the people obeyed God’s word initially, Uzzah would not have died.   
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We learned from Saul that partial obedience is not obedience.  Also, good intention is not a substitute for obedience.  The 
instructions for handling the ark were already written and accessible to David.  He and the priests ignored them. 
 
2 Samuel 6:9-12 - The Ark Stays In The House Of Obed-edom as David resets 
 

v. 11-12 - The LORD blessed the house of Obed-edom for the 3 months the Ark was housed there. This blessing showed David that 
God was not against Israel, nor that the Ark was toxic (like it had been to the Philistines).  Thus David revisits the 
bringing of the Ark to Jerusalem. 

 
2 Samuel 6:13-15 - The ark’s return to Jerusalem 
 

v. 13 - “bearers” - Hebrew: nasa: to lift, carry.  Clearly David inquired of the LORD/law and corrected the error 
 

The ark’s procession into Jerusalem was quite the scene.  Sacrifice, musical praise, and a dancing king.  There was rejoicing 
and celebration, as there should have been!  The LORD is a God to be feared, and celebrated.  David doesn’t cease his rejoicing 
after God’s holiness is on display - he praises Him for it! 

 
2 Samuel 6:16-23 - David dances before the LORD. Michal’s criticism 
 

Once the ark is returned to Israel and places in Jerusalem, the ark is placed in a tent.  More sacrifices of thanksgiving are 
made.  David celebrates further by giving all of the people a gift of food (translators are divided as to exactly how to 
translate these words NASB “dates”, ESV: “portion of meat”, KJV: “good piece of flesh”) 

 
“David was dancing before the LORD with all his might” (v. 14).  His wife, Michal, the daughter of Saul, sees him and is 
embarrassed for him.  She does not think this is appropriate behavior for the king.  She mocks him (v. 20) and calls him to 
question what the people of Israel, specifically to the young women, must have thought about him.  David responds by saying 
he was only concerned about what the LORD thought. 

 
v. 16, 20, 23 - Michal is referred to as the “daughter of Saul” 3x in this section. Note the contrast between the old kingdom 
of Saul & the new kingdom of David. 

 
Q - What do you think of this incident?  What do you make of David’s actions? 
 

“I think this Michal-David altercation holds a telling application to the sphere of our worship and devotion. In our churches 
there are any number of folks who are very concerned with services and externals and procedures and mechanics and meetings 
and decency and order but who really can't understand anything of the joy of the Lord. There are some who can muster 
enthusiasm and gusto over professional sports but who somehow cannot fathom anything but professional detachment over 
Jesus Christ. Exuberant praise and tears of repentance are strangers to them. W.G Blaikie has carefully drawn the bottom 
line:  

“there are, doubtless, times to be calm, and times to be enthusiastic; but can it be right to give all our coldness 
to Christ and all our enthusiasm to the world?” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg 79-80) 
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