
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 4-5  

2 Samuel 4:1-7 - The Death Of Ishbosheth 

 

v. 2-3 - “This passage stresses that those who killed Ish-bosheth were not partisans of David but were from Saul’s own tribe.” 

(ESV Study Bible Note 2 Samuel 4:2-3). 

 

v. 4 - this verse is probably inserted here to show/remind the reader why Mephibosheth was not appointed king. 

 

2 Samuel 4:8-12 - David told of Ishbosheth’s death 

 

If you remember from 2 Samuel 1:13-16, when David was told by an Amalekite that Saul had died, and that the Amalekite had 

participated in the killing of Saul, David killed the Amalekite.  Surely if these messengers bring word to David that they killed 

Saul’s son, especially while he was innocently taking a nap, they will find no better fate than the Amalekite before them!  Also, 

Ishbosheth does not appear to be an enemy of David! He had just returned Michal to David and agreed to peaceful terms through 

Abner.  The killing of Ishbosheth was murdered. 

 

David never took vengeance nor sought his vindication against Saul or his family into his own hand.  He trusted God.  This is even 

evident as he hears the news of Ishboseth’s death - “As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from all distress… (v. 9)” 

 

Chapter 4 describes the end of Saul’s kingdom and the narrators take the time in this chapter to show David innocent from the 

death of Abner and Ishbosheth, setting him up to be the king over the united Israel in Chapter 5, free from the blood of his rivals. 

 

2 Samuel 5:1-5 - David anointed king over all of Israel 

 

2 Samuel 5:6-9 - David captures Jerusalem 

 

Jerusalem was previously held by the Jebusites during the reign of Saul.  With David’s first 

act as king over all of Israel, he defeats the Jebusites and takes the city of Jerusalem as 

his new capital.  David’s men enter the city through the water tunnel (v. 8) 

 

Further details of the conquest of Jerusalem - 1 Chronicles 11:4-8   4 Then David and all 

Israel went to Jerusalem (that is, Jebus); and the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, 

were there.  5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to David, "You shall not enter here." 

Nevertheless David captured the stronghold of Zion (that is, the city of David).  6 Now David 

had said, "Whoever strikes down a Jebusite first shall be chief and commander." Joab the son 

of Zeruiah went up first, so he became chief.  7 Then David dwelt in the stronghold; therefore 

it was called the city of David.  8 He built the city all around, from the Millo even to the 

surrounding area; and Joab repaired the rest of the city.  

 

v. 8 - “the lame and blind” - David is referring to the Jebusites with this name because of their initial mocking of David (v. 6).  He’s not 

literally going to Jerusalem to defeat the lame and blind. (cp. ESV, NET, NIV, NLT, etc). 
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After securing his reign over all Israel, David moved his capital from Hebron, a southern city of Judah, to a more central and tribally 

neutral location at Jerusalem. At the time, Jerusalem (called “the stronghold of Zion”) was held by the Jebusites, and its terraced 

defensive walls and nearby steep hills and valleys made it seem impenetrable. But David sent men up a water shaft (believed by some to be 

Warren’s Shaft) to capture the stronghold, and he renamed it the city of David. (ESV Study Bible) 

 

Significance of Jerusalem 

 

Location: “By this move David both eliminated a Canaanite enclave from the center of the land and gained the capital from which 

he could rule a national state. Hebron, located far to the South and on Judahite soil, could not have been permanently 

acceptable as a capital to the northern tribes. But a capital in the north would have been doubly unacceptable to Judah. 

Jerusalem, centrally located between the two sections and within the territory of none of the tribes, offered an excellent 

compromise.” (John Bright, “A History of Israel”, 3rd ed., pg 200) 

 

Make Up Of City: at the time of David’s capture of Jerusalem from the Jebusites, the area that will become known as the “city of 

David” was relatively small.   It was fortified at the time and strategically positioned on top of a mountain.  The reference to 

“Zion” (v. 7) was the high point of the mountain, where there was a Jebusite fortress.  When the Israelites first entered Canaan 

during the time of Joshua, Jerusalem was one place they were unable to claim (Joshua 15:63), however now that conquest is 

complete. 

 

Jerusalem was unique because it had a water source (Gihon Spring) that provided for the city’s inhabitants even though the city 

was built on a mountain.  Through a series of tunnels and early engineering (some of which will be later improved upon by 

Israelite kings), the walled city, on top of a mountain, could be watered by the spring. 

 

Spiritual Significance: The capture of Jerusalem was a temporary fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise from Genesis 15: 

 

Genesis 15:18-21 - On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I have given this 

land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:  19 the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the 

Kadmonite  20 and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim  21 and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the 

Girgashite and the Jebusite."  

 

Jerusalem will become the capital of Israel/Judah, the location for the Temple, and the setting for God’s salvation story.  

Jerusalem will also as the location for the final resting place for the redeemed and resurrected at the inauguration of the 

Kingdom of God. (Isaiah 2:1-4, Micah 4:1-3, Revelation 21, etc) 

 

2 Samuel 5:10-12 - David “realizes” his greatness 

 

v. 11 - the king of Tyre reaches out and sends materials and workers to build a house for David.  Likely the cedars of Lebanon, 

which were renown in the ancient world.  Hiram will sell Solomon the materials to build the temple (1 Kings 5) 

 

David has a moment in v. 12 where he “realizes” that the LORD has established him as king over Israel.  This was not because he 

was ignorant of God’s hand up to this point, but rather a moment where the magnitude of all that has transpired up to this point 

hits him and he realizes how good God has been.  David’s success, victory, sustaining, vindication, and now favor was because 

“the LORD God of hosts was with him (5:10)”   
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Many of the Psalms express David’s heart of gratitude that the LORD was with him.  It is possible that Psalm 30 speaks to this moment when 

David’s house is dedicated. (The word for “house” used in the title of Psalm 30 is the same word for house as in a private dwelling or the 

house of the LORD as in the Temple). 

 

Psalm 30 

 

2 Samuel 5:13-16 - David’s children born in Jerusalem 

 

v. 14 - Solomon mentioned here, (though chronologically in the narrative of 2 Samuel he has not yet been born) is David’s son and 

eventual successor. 

 

2 Samuel 5:17-21 - David & The Philistine’s Face Off Again 

 

As 1 Samuel closes, David was living amongst the Philistines in Gath - now they are back to fighting against each other.   

 

“Until now the Philistines may have considered that David was to some extent still their vassal (1 Samuel 27); at least they 

must have been happy about his struggle with Ish-bosheth. But when David becomes king over Israel (i.e., both Israel and Judah) 

and even captures Jerusalem, they realize that he is a threat. (ESV Study Bible Note)” 

 

v. 21 - Philistines leave their idols, which are then “carried away”... 

 

1 Chronicles 14:12 - They abandoned their gods there; so David gave the order and they were burned with fire.  

 

2 Samuel 5:22-25 - The Philistines return, but the LORD brings victory 

 

 v. 22-23 - David again inquires of the LORD.  Notice that this time he receives a different answer. 

 

2 Samuel 5:24-25 (NLT)  24 When you hear a sound like marching feet in the tops of the poplar trees, be on the alert! That will be 

the signal that the LORD is moving ahead of you to strike down the Philistine army."  25 So David did what the LORD commanded, 

and he struck down the Philistines all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.  

 

Clearly the LORD of hosts is with David! God’s hand of blessing is upon David in multiple ways as we have seen in just this chapter alone.  

This was God’s plan for a king all along - a man who feared the LORD, was thankful, humble and devoted.  God will work with David to 

establish his purposes on the earth and confirm the covenant that God had made 14 generations, approx. 800 years before to Abraham!  

With David’s first act as King is to capture God’s city.  God’s king is finally in Jerusalem, and now it is time for the symbolic presence of 

Yahweh himself to return to his people. 
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