
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 3 

Review: David has become king, but not over all of Israel.  Over a smaller portion of the nation, mainly centered in the region of Judah.  
He is ruling from Hebron.  His army meets with the army still loyal to Saul’s family and representing the other tribes.  David’s army is led 
by Joab, Saul’s army is led by Abner. Abner foolishly challenges Joab’s men to a 12-person man-on-man fight which leads to the death of 
all 24 men and spills over into a larger battle.  As a result of the pride-fueled fighting, Joab’s brother Asahel is killed by Abner. 
Finally, Abner appeals to Joab for the foolish fighting to end.  This incident is apparently representative of how things were going 
between the two sides - those loyal to David, and those loyal to Saul, which brings us to Chapter 3 
 
2 Samuel 3:1-6 - David’s Sons (so far) 
 

v. 1 - David is increasing, Saul is decreasing. The house of Saul is being propped up by Abner (v. 6). 
 

v. 2-5 - David’s sons (and their mothers) - Ammon (Ahinoam), Chileab (Abigail), Absalom (Maacah), Adonijah (Haggith), Shephatiah 
(Abital), Ithream (Eglah).  David will have more sons. 

 
2 Samuel 3:6-11 - Problems in Saul-land 
 

Abner had been loyal to his king, Saul, during and after his lifetime. He appointed Ishbosheth as Saul’s successor (2 Samuel 2:8-
10) and lead Saul’s armies. After all of this, Ishbosheth accuse Abner of inappropriate behavior towards one of Saul’s concubines. 
Abner is not happy to have such an accusation made of him by the puppet king he has served.  He essentially says “after all I 
have done for you and your father, this is how you treat me?”  Abner goes beyond his localized frustration with Ishbosheth and 
begins to make plans in his heart to align himself, and the kingdom of Saul with David (v. 8-10). 

 
It is not clear from the text whether or not the charge was false, but it was a foolish political move for Ishbosheth to take 
issue with Abner because of his power and support.  This incident shows who held the real power of the kingdom. 

 
v. 9-10 - Abner must have been aware of the LORD’s promise to give the throne 
to David. 
 
2 Samuel 3:12-16 - Abner reaches out to David.  David’s terms of engagement. 
 
v. 12 - Abner immediately contacts David to make a covenant with him. Abner 
offers to bring the remaining tribes, currently loyal to Saul to unite under 
king David. 
 
v. 13-16 - David demands that his wife, Michal be returned to him before the 
agreement is made. Michal was David’s first wife, a prize from Saul after 
David defeated Goliath, which David then “paid for” with an additional (and 
tremendous) defeat of 200 Philistines (1 Samuel 18:25-27). But during Saul’s 
pursuit of David, Saul gave his daughter to be married to someone else (1 
Samuel 25:44).  (Interesting David’s message is sent to Ishbosheth, who in turn 
agrees to this (v. 14-15).) 
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2 Samuel 3:17-21 - David & Abner’s agreement 
 

v. 17-19 - the elders and tribes of Israel and Benjamin (Saul’s tribe) agree to unite under David. Abner reminds the people of 
David’s victories and also the LORD’s promise.  This is the first time we see Abner doing something in accordance with the LORD’s 
words concerning the kingdom rather than based own personal loyalty. 

 
v. 20-21 - David & Abner meet and agree to unite.  Abner departs to make it so with the leaders of Israel. 

 
2 Samuel 3:22-25 - Joab hears the news 
 

v. 24-25 - Joab is not happy when he hears the news of David & Abner’s agreement. He questions Abner’s honesty and indirectly 
David’s judgment. 

 
Q - Why do you think Joab responds in this way? 
 
2 Samuel 3:26-27 - Joab kills Abner 
 

v. 26 - Joab sends a message to Abner asking him to return.  David does not know of this request. 
 

2 Samuel 3:27 (NLT) - When Abner arrived back at Hebron, Joab took him aside at the gateway as if to speak with him 
privately. But then he stabbed Abner in the stomach and killed him in revenge for killing his brother Asahel. 

 
2 Samuel 3:28-34 - David hears of Abner’s death 
 
 v. 29 - David curses the male descendants of Joab’s house as a result of this. 
 

2 Samuel 3:29 (NET) - May his blood whirl over the head of Joab and the entire house of his father! May the males of 
Joab's house never cease to have someone with a running sore or a skin disease or one who works at the spindle or one 
who falls by the sword or one who lacks food!" 

 
 v. 30-32 - David calls for mourning for Abner.  He specifically instructs Joab to join him in this. 
  v. 31 - “bier” - a table or platform on which a coffin or dead body is placed at a funeral (MW) 
 

v. 33-34 - David’s lament for Abner.  This lament indicates that David is not happy about the death of Abner in general, and 
specifically the way he died.  Abner was a faithful and skilled military commander and his death came through deceit and murder. 

 
2 Samuel 3:35-39 - David fasts for Abner 
 

v. 37 - David’s mourning, lament, and fasting was genuine for Abner.  It also showed the people of the land that David had not 
desired Abner’s death.  This stops any potential retaliation over Abner’s death and holds together the potential covenant between 
the tribes.  

 
v. 39 - Joab & Abishai (and Asahel before them) were David’s nephews.  For David they were mighty warriors, faithful servants and 
also pains in the bum. 
 

As we leave chapter 3, the tribes aligned with saul are in disarray. The LORD will gather his scattered sheep to his shepherd king, David. 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

