
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 24 
2 Samuel 24:1-2 - David orders a national census 
 

v. 1 - “again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel and it incited David….” 
 

(It’s possible that the “again” refers to the time recorded in 2 Samuel 21:1-14) 
 
This is an odd instance.  Reading 2 Sam 24 alone can lead to some confusion if not paired with the corresponding record in 1 Chronicles 21. 
 

1 Chronicles 21:1-2 - Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel.  2 So David said to Joab and to the 
princes of the people, "Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan, and bring me word that I may know their number."  

 
“In 2 Sam. 24:1, it is God himself who in anger incites David against Israel, leading to the census. Still, the Chronicler wanted his 
readers to think of Satan’s malice as God’s means of carrying out his will. Nevertheless, David himself sinned in giving in to Satan’s 
enticement and ordering the census. This census was sinful probably because it arose from David’s presumptuous military ambitions and 
pride, rather than from Yahweh’s express command.” (ESV Study Bible Note on 1 Chron 21:1) 
 
“The version of the incident in the Book of 2 Samuel gives an underlying theological perspective, while the Chronicler simply describes 
what happened from a human perspective.” (NET Bible Note 1 Chron. 21:1) 
 
“In addition, David neglected to levy the poll tax for a census required by Ex. 30:12, an act of disobedience that could bring plague on 
the people.” (ESV Study Bible Note on 1 Chronicles 21:1) 
 

Exodus 30:12 (NET) - "When you take a census of the Israelites according to their number, then each man is to pay a ransom for 
his life to the LORD when you number them, so that there will be no plague among 
them when you number them. 

 
2 Samuel 24:3-9 - Joab numbers the nation 
 

Census Totals - Israel - 800,000 valiant men, Judah - 500,000 men 
 

v. 9 - notice that the numbering is given according to those who were military 
ready citizens.  This gives us some insight into the possible motivation for David’s 
census.  If he was trying to assess his military capabilities, is it possible he was 
lacking in his trust of the LORD to fight Israel’s battles? 

 
2 Samuel 24:10-14 - Consequences for David’s census sin 
 

God offers David three choices of consequences to the sin (v. 13) 
1 - 7 years of famine  
2 - 3 months of fleeing from enemies  
3 - 3 days of pestilence (David’s choice) 
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This is another good window into the heart of David.  When convicted of his sin, he responds humbly and accepts both responsibility and 
consequence for his actions.  He does not deflect, make excuses or hide. 
 
 v. 10 - “I have sinned greatly.”  “I have acted foolishly.” (← do you ever say those things?) 
 
At the end of the day, we don’t really know all of the ins and outs of this event.  Why would God do this? Why would the LORD allow this 
(if it was Satan’s doing)? Why was what David do sin? Was it his pride?  Was he disobeying somehow?  Was it because he didn’t pay the 
census tax from Exodus 30?  We don’t have all of the answers, but we do know clearly that what he did was wrong, that there will be 
consequences and in the end, we will see how God uses this moment to actually further his purposes on the earth. 
 
2 Samuel 24:15-17 - The Pestilence 
 

v. 15 - 70,000 men died throughout all of Israel. 
 

v. 16 - An angel of the LORD is inflicting the land with this plague.  When the LORD commands the angel to stop, the angel comes 
to sit on a mountain/hill overlooking 
David’s city in Jerusalem. 

 
2 Samuel 24:18-23 - David wants to offer a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 
Araunah is also referred to as “Ornan” (see 1 
Chronicles 21.18-30, 2 Chron 3:1).  A 
“threshing floor” is where a farmer would 
separate the usable and unusable parts of 
wheat or other grains.  Araunah offers to 
give the threshing floor to David for free as 
well as oxen to sacrifice and wood to build 
the altar (v. 22). 
 
David is set on making this sacrifice in this 
place.  It may be that this sacrifice is needed 
to put an end to the plague.  Notice the 
angel holding position at this site and that 
God, through Gad commands this altar and sacrifice (v. 18-19). 
 
2 Samuel 24:24-25 - Sacrifice Costs Something 
 

v. 24 - David recognizes that for something to be a sacrifice, it must cost you something.  What a tremendous principle for the 
people of God to embrace.   

 
sacrifice: - : the act of giving up something that you want to keep especially in order to get or do something else or to 
help someone (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, via m-w.com). 

 
This will be the location upon which the Temple will be built.  What we see from this is that the LORD is a God of redemption.  He takes 
broken things and makes them whole.  He takes weakness and brings strength.  He turns trial and suffering into victory.  He will take the 
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location where David will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving because the LORD held back his judgment and use it as the holy place where his 
presence will dwell. 
 

2 Chronicles 3:1 (NIV) - Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had 
appeared to his father David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, the place provided by David. 

 
Genesis 22:1-2 - Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I 
am."  2 He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you."  

 
With this sacred location the topic of the closing words of 2 Samuel, it is hard to not think of the atoning sacrifice of “Jesus 
the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1) 

___________________ 
 
As we close the books of Samuel we have come quite a long way.  We open the book with Samuel himself only a prayer in the heart of his 
mother Hannah.  We welcome his birth and service as priest, judge and prophet. We are hopeful at the arrival of King Saul only to be 
quickly disappointed at his downfall and disfunction.  As Saul’s flame begins to flicker out, the light of David begins to shine.   
 
We meet David as he is called in from Jesse’s sheep fields to meet Samuel with a horn of oil appointed for his head and again on the 
battlefield as one of his 5 stones fearlessly flies towards Goliath’s head.  Soon David will be everyone’s choice for King, including 
Jonathan.  But his ascent to the throne will have to wait as he instead has to descend away from deranged Saul. 
 
His years on the run will be marked by great exploits, strange alliances, a growing family and a growing group of men loyal to the 
anointed one in waiting.  Finally and tragically Saul dies and David is able to return to Israel and begin a new era for the people of 
Abraham.  He is welcomed by the people as king.  He captures Jerusalem to be his capital and brings the Ark of the Covenant, the symbolic 
presence of God back from its own exile.  And so the time of Zion begins. 
 
But David, a man after God’s own heart is not immune from the deceitfulness of sin.  He falls from his stand with the LORD as he falls for 
Bathsheba and entangles himself in lies and evils which lead to the fall of Uriah.  When confronted, David is broken and contrite.  He 
finds forgiveness but also will find that his life and family will never be the same.  The ripple effects of his indiscretions will turn into 
crashing waves of trouble.  His children fight and kill each other. Absalom steals the hearts of the Israel and the throne of David.  His 
generals are unreliable and his people are fickle in their devotion to David. 
 
And yet, through every season of David’s soul, we have glimpses into his heart and mind through the uplifting, gut wrenching and profound 
Psalms of the shepherd king.  He questions and wonders.  He pleas and cries.  He sings and shouts.  And all the while, there is never an 
indication that David ever doubts that the LORD is His God or that the LORD will be faithful to his words and ways. 
 
Psalm 23:1-6 - A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside 
quiet waters.  3 He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake.  4 Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows.  6 Surely goodness and lovingkindness will 
follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
And so David’s story comes to a close for this age.  He prepares the blueprint for the Temple and prepares to hand over the reigns to God’s 
kingdom to Solomon, the son of Bathsheba.  And more sure than the foundation of the new Temple are the eternal words of God to David - 
that his son, his descendant will be the true and eternal king who will rule forever. 
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