
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 23 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 - Final Words Of David 
 

This is sort of an “oracle” or word from the LORD as opposed to a more traditional Psalm.  “It views David’s career in retrospect” 
(NAB Note, 2 Samuel 23:1).  These are not the literal last words of David, but the final official words. 
 
“The psalm of chapter 22 looks back upon how Yahweh established the kingdom; the prophecy of 23:1-7 looks forward to how 
Yahweh will consummate the kingdom.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 295-6) 

 
v. 1 - David’s description of himself 

The Son of Jesse    The man who was raised on high   
The anointed of the God of Jacob  The sweet psalmist of Israel 

 
v. 2-3a - The LORD spoke to me… 

 
v. 3b-4 - The LORD’s message to David 

 
What did God say to David?: 2 Samuel 23:3-4 (NLT) - The God of Israel spoke. The Rock of Israel said to me: 'The one who 
rules righteously, who rules in the fear of God,  4 is like the light of morning at sunrise, like a morning without 
clouds, like the gleaming of the sun on new grass after rain.'   

 
The picture here is of refreshment, renewal and restoration all because of this ruler. 

 
v. 5-7 - David’s response to God’s message 

 
What is David’s response?  Yes, this is what my house is like - why? - because God has made an everlasting covenant 
with me, ordered in all things, and secured my salvation and my desire. (v. 5) 

 
2 Samuel 23:5 (NLT) - "Is it not my family God has chosen? Yes, he has made an everlasting covenant with me. 
His agreement is arranged and guaranteed in every detail. He will ensure my safety and success.  

 
Davidic Covenant: 1 Chronicles 17:11-14: Son of God, Son of David, King Forever 
Sureness of Davidic Covenant: Jeremiah 33:14-26 
 

v. 6-7 - no evil man, no evil plan will thwart God’s promise to David.  The evil must be dealt with because they, unrepentant, are 
painful to those who love God. (like a briar vine, it is hard to hold it without being cut).  Part of God’s promise to bless David 
involves the element of “cursing” those who curse him.  This is a common element to God’s covenant care for his beloved: 

 
Satan - Genesis 3:14-15 - The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all 
cattle... 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you 
on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."  
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Abraham - Genesis 12:3 - And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all 
the families of the earth will be blessed."  

 
Jacob - Genesis 27:29 - May peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you; Be master of your brothers, And may your 
mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you, And blessed be those who bless you."  

 
Kingdom of God - Matthew 13:41 (ESV) - The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all law-breakers, 

 
Kingdom of God - 2 Thessalonians 1:6-7 - For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who 
afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire 

 
2 Samuel 23:8-36 - David’s Mighty Men 
 
2 Samuel 23:8-12 - The Named Three, A Special Group Distinct From The Group Of 30 
 
 1 - Josheb-basshebeth, a Tahchemonite (aka Adino the Enzite) - chief of the captains (the three) 

Mentioned Feat: killed 800 men at once 
 

2 - Eleazar, son of Dodo the Ahohite 
Mentioned Feat: one of the three men with David when they defied the Philistines after the rest of the army had left.  He 
fought until his hand couldn’t even lift the sword again. 

 
 3 - Shammah, the son of Agee a Hararite 

Mentioned Feat: during an attack from the Philistines in a lentil field, the Israelite army fled and Shammah held his 
ground and defended the field, striking down the Philistines. 

 
As we leave the 3 greatest of David’s mighty men, it’s good to pause and recognize what the narrator notes at the end of the 
description of these incredible warriors: 

 
2 Samuel 23:12b - and the LORD brought about a great victory.  

 
While we stand amazed at the might of these men (and they DID have notable courage and power), we are reminded that the LORD 
brings victory for his people. 

 
2 Samuel 23:13-17 - The Unnamed Three Chiefs of the 30 
 

These three men risked their lives out of love and devotion to their king.  They snuck or battled through an encampment of the 
Philistines to bring David some water from the well of Bethlehem (his hometown).  Upon seeing their tremendous act of kindness and 
love, David gives this precious thing to the LORD, to honor Him and these three unnamed men. 
 
“(David) cannot believe the risk his men ran.  It is the water of Bethlehm but to David is represents the blood of his men. ‘Blood’ 
belongs to Yahweh.  Hence, he dare not drink it.  He poured it out, not because it was trash, but because it was treasure - and 
it belonged to Yahweh...Joyce Baldwin points out, David recognized that ‘only the LORD was worthy of such sacrifice.” (Dale Ralph 
Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 306) 
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2 Samuel 23:18-19 - Abishai, The Leader Of The 30 Men 
 

Abishai was the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, the sister of David.  We have seen Abishai mentioned throughout, as sort of a 
second-in-command general to the lead general, his brother Joab.  He had renown in Israel and before David (v. 18), and thus 
became the commander of the 30, however he did not “attain to the three” (v. 19).  He is called the “most honored of the thirty.” 
Mentioned Feat: killed 300 men with his spear, (most likely over a period of time, cp Davis, pg 307) 

 
2 Samuel 23:20-23 - Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, son of valiant man of Kabzeel. 
 

Benaiah was a valiant man.  He also had renown like the three (v. 22).  He was honored as a member of the thirty and David 
appointed him over his bodyguard 

Mentioned Feat: done mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of Moab.  The KJV references these men as “lion like men” 
(Ari-el).  He also killed a lion, in the middle of a pit, on a snowy day.  He also killed an impressive Egyptian who had a 
spear. In this battle, Benaiah only had a club, but he managed to snatch the Egyptian’s spear, and use it as his own 
weapon to bring victory. 

 
2 Samuel 22:24-39 - Remaining Members of “The Thirty” 
 

1. Asahel the brother of Joab was among the thirty;  
2. Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,  
3. Shammah the Harodite,  
4. Elika the Harodite, 
5. Helez the Paltite,  
6. Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 
7. Abiezer the Anathothite,  
8. Mebunnai the Hushathite, 
9. Zalmon the Ahohite,  
10. Maharai the Netophathite,  
11. Heleb the son of Baanah the Netophathite,  
12. Ittai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the sons of Benjamin,  
13. Benaiah a Pirathonite,  
14. Hiddai of the brooks of Gaash,   
15. Abi-albon the Arbathite,  
16. Azmaveth the Barhumite,   
17. Eliahba the Shaalbonite,  

18. the sons of Jashen - son 1 
19. the sons of Jashen - son 2 
20. Jonathan (son of ) Shammah the Hararite,  
21. Ahiam the son of Sharar the Ararite,   
22. Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maacathite,  
23. Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,   
24. Hezro the Carmelite,  
25. Paarai the Arbite,  
26. Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah,  
27. Bani the Gadite,   
28. Zelek the Ammonite,  
29. Naharai the Beerothite, armor bearers of Joab the son 

of Zeruiah,  
30. Ira the Ithrite,  
31. Gareb the Ithrite,  
32. Uriah the Hittite;  

 
v. 39b - 37 in all (including “The Three” of verse 8-12 and the two leaders of v. 18-23) 

 
There is a corresponding list in 1 Chronicles 11 which differs in some places. This “is primarily a list but is intended to recognize those 
warriors who loyally served David and his kingdom over the years.  It is an honor roll of kingdom servants” ((Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on 
The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 303-4). 
 
There are obviously more than just 30 names listed here.  There are a few reasons why this is the case.  It is possible that the original 
grouping consisted of 30 men and as men were added, they retained the name as the “thirty”.  It is also possible that as men were killed 
and new members were added, they kept the grouping of 30, but every member is honored in the historical account.  
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The list ends with a bang. “Uriah The Hittite”.  We all know who this is.  We all know what this name represents.  And the narrator of 2 
Samuel wants us to recall just that. 
 
“The list of men who were David’s ‘bodyguard” ends with the name of the one who did not betray the king, but was betrayed by him.  The end 
of te list is meant to tell us, ‘Don’t forget the name of the last of David’s mighty men!” (Hans William Hertzberg, 1 & 2 Samuel: A 
Commentary, pg 408) 
 
David’s indiscretions and sins are clear throughout our journey through 2 Samuel.  We know what he did and how he responded and the 
ramifications upon his life and his kingdom, in spite of the forgiveness he received from the LORD.   Chapter 22 celebrates how God worked 
in David’s life.  We began chapter 23 with the “bad” David in the rearview mirror in some sense, as we are reminded of the covenant and 
celebrate the great men who helped David have victory.   
 
But then we end with Uriah the Hittite. 
 
I think we do so for two reasons.  (1) we look at the greatness of David and are reminded of the grace of God upon his life.  Look at all 
that David did and became.  And in the midst of that he sinned greatly against the LORD (and against Uriah the Hittite).  But God’s grace 
is amazing.  Uriah’s name isn’t brought up to rub it in David’s face, to never let him escape the shame of his sin.  But as a reminder to us 
that God has been good to David. 
 
And (2), Uriah the Hittite has long ceased being a significant character in this story.  In fact he was killed in chapter 11.  But, lest we 
be tempted to think that he is just a minor footnote, lost in the story of the great king David, he is listed last in the list of David’s 
mighty men.  We may have forgotten about Uriah, but God has not.  Nor will he.  For God does not forget his faithful ones.  Even when 
great injustice is done against them, he will raise and reward them.  God has not forgotten Uriah the Hittite, and neither should we. 
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