
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 22 
(Remember we’re in the epilogue 2 Samuel 21:1–24:25) 
 
“David’s song is almost identical with Psalm 18. There are many differences in spelling, etc., in the Hebrew text of the two passages, 
but few of the differences come across in a translation. Most of these differences can be understood when one realizes that, while 
the book of Psalms, regularly used in worship, uses “standard” Hebrew spelling, the spelling in the Samuel passage is much more 
phonetic in character because as a narrative it was written as it was meant to be heard. In other words, David’s personal song of 2 
Samuel 22 has been adapted to serve as a public hymn in Psalm 18” (ESV Study Bible, 2 Samuel 22) 
 
2 Samuel 22:1-4  Praise to the LORD, Summary statements 
 

v. 3 - horn of salvation 
  

The horn of the wild ox is frequently a metaphor for military strength; the idiom "exalt the horn" signifies military victory 
(1 Sam 2:10, Psa 89:17, 24, Psa 92:10, Lam 2:17). In the ancient Near East powerful warrior-kings would sometimes compare 
themselves to a goring bull that uses its horns to kill its enemies. (NET Bible) 

 
The kind of horn meant here is not a musical instrument but the deadly weapon of the wild ox...It is not hard to imagine that 
the horn of the wild ox became for the ancient near eastern people (who had no cars or tanks or motors) a sign of 
tremendous strength and a means of victory in conflict. - John Piper, (“Jesus Is The Horn Of Salvation” 
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/jesus-is-the-horn-of-salvation) 

 
2 Samuel 22:5-7 - David’s Situation.  David cries to the LORD. The LORD hears. 
 

v. 7 - David cried to the LORD...the LORD responds 
 

“David’s distress went far beyond facing gall bladder surgery or replacing a defunct automatic transmission.  Death daily 
dogged his tracks.  He was most wanted man on Saul’s hit list.  One might escape once or twice, but what are the ordinary 
chances of salvaging your skin when the king stays on a concerted, relentless campaign to make the grave (Sheol) your new 
address? But Yahweh had done it!” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 285) 

  
2 Samuel 22:8-16 - The LORD’s approach to rescue David 
 

David could have just told us quickly that “the LORD delivered him” but he spends the time and ink to describe the way in 
which the LORD delivered him so that we may understand the magnitude of the moment and the power of God.  

 
“David doesn’t merely want to tell you a fact about Yahweh, he wants you to see Yahweh in all his saving fury.  He doesn’t 
intend merely to inform you about what god has done; he wants you to see the God who did it!” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on 
The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 286) 
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2 Samuel 22:17-20 - Salvation/Rescue - God Rescues 
 

v. 17 - “drew me out” - HEB masah - Only used 1 other time in Bible other than this & parallel in Psalm 18:17 → Exodus 
1:22-2:10 (10) 

  
This is what David feels has happened to him. 

 
2 Samuel 22:21-25 - The LORD Takes Care Of His People 
 

David is not claiming perfection here. Instead “what he does claim, especially in the second half of verse 22, is a general, 
overall fidelity to to Yahweh.  He has not, after all, committed apostasy, not turned his back on Yahweh...When David speaks 
of his righteousness and purity (v. 21, 25) he does not point to sinless perfection but life direction; he is not sporting a 
pharisaical pride over errorless obedience but expressing a faithful loyalty via consistent obedience. ” (Dale Ralph Davis, 
“Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 289) 

 
2 Samuel 22:26-28 - The LORD Sees & Knows All That’s Going On 
 

v. 27 - “astute” - : having or showing an ability to notice and understand things clearly : mentally sharp or clever 
(Merriam-Webster, via m-w.com) 

 
2 Samuel 22:29-37 - The LORD Strengthens 
 
 1 - The LORD Hears (v. 7) 

2 - The LORD Rescues (v. 8-20) 
3 - The LORd Cares (v. 21-25) 
4 - The LORD Sees & Knows (v. 26-28) 
5 - The LORD Strengthens (v. 29-30) 

 
v. 34 - “hinds feet”: “The hind is a female red deer whose home is the mountains. The rear feet of the hind step in precisely the 
same spot where the front feet have just been. Every motion of the hind is followed through with single-focused consistency, 
making it the most sure-footed of all mountain animals.” - Barbara Lardinais, http://hannahscupboard.com/secrethind.html) 

 
v. 36 - “your help makes me great” cp. Davidic Covenant: 

 
2 Samuel 7:8-9 - "Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel.  9 "I have been with you wherever you 
have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of 
the great men who are on the earth.  

 
2 Samuel 22:38-49 - The LORD Gives Victory   
 
 6 - The LORD Gives Victory (v. 38-49) 
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v. 48-49 - think of all of the times David has been delivered!  Lion & bear, Goliath, Saul, Philistines, Surrounding Nations, 
Absalom, Sheba, Himself, etc etc etc. 

 
Here is a glimpse of the scope of the kingdom.  David was no more a Philistine vassal, reigning over a pint-sized section of 
Judean landscape.  He was Yahweh’s covenant king over Israel, and surrounding nations now acknowledged his authority, in 
which we have a preview and pledge of the day when all kings will bow down and all nations (will) serve David’s royal 
Descendant. (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 292) 

 
2 Samuel 22:50-51 - Praise, Thanks & Glorification: The right response 
 

v. 51 - “tower of deliverance” - the place you can run to for safety 
 
“David’s history could have been narrated as that of a great and powerful king.  This chapter however, is concerned that it should be 
understood as the action of a great and powerful God.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg. 284) 
 
And when David has been delivered, he launches into praise and thanks.  This is the right response of the people of God. 
 
When in trouble, we should cry out to the LORD.  We can know he will hear us, rescue us, care for us, take note of us, strengthen us 
and give us victory.  And then we praise him.  He is our only rock.  Our very present help in times of trouble.  Our light in darkness.  
Our place of refuge in all storms.  He is our protector and defender.  Our avenger.  Our deliverer.  The one who will make our paths 
straight.  The one who brings justice for us when injustice abounds.  His name is Yahweh - holy is his name.  Great and mighty and 
worthy of praise in every season by every person with every breath. 
 
Amazing Grace 
  

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Through many dangers toils and snares 
I have already come 
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun 
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