
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 21 
2 Samuel 21:1–24:25 - Epilogue: These last four chapters form an epilogue. There are six sections arranged concentrically. The first 
section deals with a drought, the last with a plague. The second and fifth talk about David’s heroes, and the middle two are psalms 
of David. They are not placed in chronological order with the rest of the book (note the vague expression “in the days of David” 
in21:1). The last section is climactic, describing the events leading to the purchase of the land on which Solomon would build the 
temple. (ESV Study Bible) 
 
2 Samuel 21:1-2 - Famine in Israel. Saul’s sin against Gibeonites is the cause. 
 

v. 1 - David inquired of the LORD as to why this famine continued. Conditions were not supposed to be like this for God’s 
people.  So when they were, it was time to find out why. In this instance the famine was a result of sins of Saul which had 
been left unresolved. 

 
FLASHBACK: Joshua 9:3-14, 15-21, 22-27 - Israel's covenant with Gibeon 
 

Deuteronomy 7:1-2 - "When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and clears away 
many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you,  2 and when the LORD your God delivers them before you 
and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them. 

 
2 Samuel 21:3-6 - David looks to atone for Saul’s sin against Gibeon 
 
2 Samuel 21:7-10 - 7 of Saul’s grandsons are given over to Gibeonites 
 
This is a gruesome resolution.  A few thing to consider. 
 
1 - clearly this sin left unresolved was affecting the entire nation of Israel. Verse 1 tells us that the reason for the famine over 
the land (now in it’s 3rd year was a result of Saul’s disobedience. 
 
2 - words matter.  Israel made a covenant with Gibeon to not harm them.  Even though they were “duped” into agreeing to such a 
treaty, the treaty was made.  We live in a culture where being casual with the truth is common and without consequence.  Integrity 
is scarce and broken promises abound.  Marriages are disposable, business deals are kept only when advantageous, keeping your words 
and commitments are not prioritized.  David’s actions look “harsh” to us but that is because we do not look at breaking a covenant 
as a big deal.  However, to God, it is.   
 
Yahweh is the God of covenant and truth, and he commands his people to be the same. 
 
3 - A deterrent to sin was supposed to be the fact that God was just to carry out judgment upon the generation that sinned and/or 
the generations to follow.  His very nature includes the following trait: 
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Exodus 34:7b - yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on 
the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations." 

 
So again, even Saul himself should have been well informed, (before his sin!) of the possible ramifications upon his house.  God tends 
towards mercy, forgiveness and pardon, but at times he carries out justice.  How self-focused of us to complain when he shows mercy 
99% of the time and chooses judgment 1%.  Believing in a God who does not carry out justice or who does not punish the guilty is 
idolatry, for that is not the God of the Bible. 
 
2 Samuel 2:11-14 - Saul, Jonathan and Saul’s 7 grandsons properly buried. 
 

Moved by the compassionate act of one of these seven men’s mother (Rizpah), David buries the deceased before the rain came, 
signaling the end of the famine and thus the atonement made for Saul’s sin. 

 
“Rizpah, mother of two of the men hanged by the Gibeonites, sheltered their bodies from the birds and wild animals (cf. 1 Sam. 
17:44, 46; Ps. 79:2). According to Deut. 21:22–23, the bodies of those who are hanged should be buried that same day (see 
Josh. 8:29). Until rain fell upon them may mean “until the rain should have fallen upon them.” It may have been decided that 
the men would not be buried until the rains fell and the famine stopped. This suggests that, when David heard what Rizpah 
was doing, he buried them earlier than planned, and then God responded (2 Sam. 21:14), probably by sending rain.” (ESV Study 
Bible, 2 Samuel 21:10-14) 

 
v. 14 - though rarely to the extent highlighted by this chapter, sometimes we need to make things right in relationships, or 
repent of sin before the blessing/favor of God returns. 

 
2 Samuel 21:15-17 - Some of the exploits of David’s “Mighty Men” 
 

v. 15 - Verse 15 starts a new set of stories which occurred at some point, or perhaps even over the course of David’s reign. 
 

v. 15-17 - Abishai killed Ishbi-benob, a descendant of “the giant” when David was growing weary in the battle.  Apparently 
from this section we learn of a continued attack from the Philistines, particularly on the part of the “giants” and family 
of Goliath after David struck him down (all the way back in 1 Samuel 17) 

 
v. 16 - 300 shekels = approx. 7 pounds 

 
2 Samuel 21:18-22 - 4 Philistine Giants In All Killed 
 
 v. 18 - Sibbecai the Hushathite struck down Saph, who was among the descendants of the giant.  
 

v. 19 - Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite killed Goliath the Gittite.  This is a different Goliath, or perhaps a 
textual error and Elhanan actually killed Goliath’s brother.  Cp with the following: 

 
1 Chronicles 20:5 - And there was war with the Philistines again, and Elhanan the son of Jair killed Lahmi the 
brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. 

 
v. 21 - 12 fingered, 12 toed giant from Gath killed by David’s nephew Jonathan.   Joab church POA 
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