
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 20 
2 Samuel 20:1-2 - Sheba’s rebellion 

 

Just when you thought it was safe to be king over all of Israel again...Capitalizing on the tension amongst the tribes (2 Samuel 

19:9, 43), Sheba, from the tribe of Benjamin (Saul’s tribe) calls for another rebellion against David as king. 

 

2 Samuel 20:3 - David reunited with the 10 concubines 

 

v. 3 - These were the women whom David had left when he fled Jerusalem to keep watch over the house.  But sadly they were also 

the women whom Absalom violated (cp 16.22).  David cared for them and let them live out the rest of their days cared for. 

 

2 Samuel 20:4-7 - David makes moves to stop Amasa 

 

 v. 4-5 - David commissions Amasa to gather together the men of Judah to fight against Sheba. 

 

v. 6 - David commissions Abishai to chase after Sheba.  He leads the elite force known as the mighty men. 

 

Notice that David does not look to Joab in this important moment. 

 

2 Samuel 20:8-13 - Joab kills Amasa 

 

Previously Amasa was appointed general of Absalom’s army (2 Sam. 17:25).  When Absalom died, in an attempt to unify the nations, 

David appointed Amasa as his new general, elevating him over Joab.  This was a good political move on David’s part, but also an 

apparent punishment of Joab for not following his order about keeping Absalom alive.  And now, with a new conflict arising with 

Sheba, David looks to Amasa and Abishai and not Joab.  Amasa was Joab’s cousin (2 Sam. 19:13). 

 

v. 10 - Joab murders Amasa through deceit, motivated by pride and distrust. 

 

Joab had committed a similar act earlier to Abner, the general of Saul’s army, who was agreeing to terms of peace and 

unification with David.  Abner had reluctantly killed Joab & Abishai’s brother, Asahel. 

 

2 Samuel 3:27 - So when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the middle of the gate to speak with him 

privately, and there he struck him in the belly so that he died on account of the blood of Asahel his brother.  

 

v. 11-13 - Joab’s servant calls Amasa’s troops to follow Joab. 

 

2 Samuel 20:11-13 (NLT) - One of Joab's young men shouted to Amasa's troops, "If you are for Joab and David, come and 

follow Joab."  12 But Amasa lay in his blood in the middle of the road, and Joab's man saw that everyone was stopping 

to stare at him. So he pulled him off the road into a field and threw a cloak over him.  13 With Amasa's body out of the 

way, everyone went on with Joab to capture Sheba son of Bicri.  
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2 Samuel 20:14-15 - Joab’s men surround Sheba, who is held up in city of Abel Beth Maacah 

 

v. 15 - Joab’s men build a ramp or mound of earth to get to the top of the wall 

around the city Abel Beth-maacah.  They then used a battering ram to destroy the 

wall. 

 

“The future is beginning to look 

bleak for Sheba.  He ‘passed 

through all the tribes of Israel 

to Abel of Beth-maacah; and 

all the Bichrites assembled, and 

followed him inside (v. 14, 

NRSV).’ Abel Beth-maacah was in 

the far north of Israel, about 

twenty-five miles north of the 

Sea of Galilee and several miles west of Dan.  The fact that Sheba had gone so far north 

shows he had gathered little support for himself or his secession movement.” (“Focus On The 

Bible: 2 Samuel” by Dale Ralph Davis, pg 256) 

 

2 Samuel 20:16-22 - Wise Woman Of Abel & Sheba’s Demise 

 

As the soldiers work to demolish the wall and fortifications of the city, a prominent 

woman calls Joab from the city.  She does not want her city demolished or it’s 

citizens punished for Sheba’s sins.  She has pride for her city and references Abel’s 

historical reputation: 

 

2 Samuel 20:18-19 (NLT) - Then she continued, "There used to be a saying, 'If you want to settle an argument, ask 

advice at the town of Abel.'  19 I am one who is peace loving and faithful in Israel. But you are destroying an 

important town in Israel. Why do you want to devour what belongs to the LORD?"  

 

She then reasons with Joab by offering to take care of his problem (Sheba) if he will stop causing problems for her and her city.  

Joab agrees to halt the ramming and leave if she will hand over Sheba.  After all, he somewhat ironically replies to her “Far be 

it from me that I should swallow up or destroy” (v. 20). 

 

She responds by marshalling the residents of Abel and killing Sheba.  Joab in turn returns to Jerusalem.  And with that, Sheba’s 

rebellion is cut off (pun intended). 

 

Ecclesiastes 9:13-16a - Also this I came to see as wisdom under the sun, and it impressed me. 14 There was a small city 

with few men in it and a great king came to it, surrounded it and constructed large siegeworks against it. 15 But there 

was found in it a poor wise man and he delivered the city by his wisdom….16 So I said, "Wisdom is better than strength. 

 

2 Samuel 20:23-26 - Update On David’s Cabinet 

 

 General of Army – Joab     

Leader of special forces (Cherethites and Pelethites) - Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 

 Oversee Forces Labor - Adoram 
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 Recorder - Jehoshaphat 

 Scribe - Sheva 

Leading Priests - Zadok & Abiathar 

Additional Priest (possibly personal chaplain to David) - Ira the Jairite 

  

We began the chapter with yet another rebellion, or threat to the kingdom of David.  His son rebels, the people leave David, his son dies, 

the people want David back as king.  And as soon as things seem to return to “normal” another rebellion begins.  This rebellion is dealt 

with rather quickly, but not without the non-combat related murder of Amasa in the middle of it.  Sheba is stopped, and the chapter ends 

with David’s kingdom in tact, with officials manning their posts.  What awaits us in the next chapter is new events, conflicts, decisions, 

and relationships.  Things never really get to the point where David can take a day “off” or let his guard down.  And in reality, even 

during David’s early days of glory and peace, David easing up and letting his guard down led to the sin with Bathsheba. 

 

So it is with a Christian’s life.  We must remain on guard against the attacks of our enemies - Satan, sin and the evil’s of this age.  

Often times it is when we let up, lose our passion or faithfulness declines, we are ripe for our adversary.  Sometimes the rebellion is 

within (like with David & Bathsheba), where our own weaknesses lead us to sin or unholy living.  Sometimes we are blindsided from within 

our own family (like Absalom) - literal family and spiritual family of the church. Other times it is an attack from an outsider (like 

Sheba).  We must remain vigilant.  We must not let up.  While we need times of refreshment, rest and peace - those things are very 

different than letting our guard down. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:6 (ESV) -  So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 

 

1 Peter 5:8 - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 
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