
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 19 

2 Samuel 19:9-10 - The Aftermath Of Absalom’s Rebellion 

 

v. 10 - Absalom is dead.  David is in exile. The people are essentially asking “what are we to do now?” 

 

2 Samuel 19:11-15 - Negotiations To Bring David Back 

 

 v. 11-12 - David asks priests to meet with elders of Judah 

  

v. 13 - Amasa had been appointed general of Absalom’s army (2 Sam. 17.25).  David now offers Amasa the lead general’s 

position.  This is an act of compromise and unification, but it also may be a demotion of Joab for his disobedience to 

David’s command to keep Absalom safe.  Amasa was Joab’s cousin and a relative of David. 

 

v. 14-15 - Through these gestures, David (perhaps through Amasa’s appeal) unites the hearts of Judah back with him.  The 

people call for David to return and he begins his approach back to Jerusalem. 

 

SIDE NOTE: v. 15 - go to “meet” the king in LXX is apantesis - the word used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 when the 

saints will “meet (apantesis)” the Lord in the air.”  The meaning and usage includes the idea that the company 

meets the arriving party for the purpose of escorting them (usually a king) back into the city.  This is what the 

nation did with David and it will be what the saints do with Christ. 

 

2 Samuel 19:16-20 - Shimei’s Apology To David 

 

FLASHBACK: 2 Samuel 16:5-8, 13 - What Shimei was apologizing for 

 

v. 20 - “your servant knows that I have sinned…” 

 

2 Samuel 19:21-23 - Abishai’s View Of Shimei.  David’s Decision. 

 

David shows mercy to Shimei’s apology and repentance.  Whether Shimei’s actions are out of fear of punishment now that 

David is king again or genuine in his heart, we do not know.  But we do see David’s return to king marked again by 

kindness and mercy, even when judgment would be reasonable.  Note the contrast between Abishai and David. 

 

Think about what David does here.  He is not taking personal vengeance, but leaving room for God to sort out justice.  

He didn’t strike down Shimei when he first cursed him and doesn’t choose to now.  This is a quick turn around but a good 

example to us that giving those who are doing us wrong into God’s hands sometimes leads to things working themselves 

out as God works in our enemy’s heart as we don’t respond evil for evil.  Had David struck down Shimei when he first 

cursed him, there would have been no way for reconciliation.  David is not following Jesus’ command to “love your 

enemies” but we do see the principle at work in this situation.   
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Martin Luther King Jr. said the following: 

 

“Now there is a final reason I think that Jesus says, "Love your enemies." It is this: that love has within it a 

redemptive power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals. That’s why Jesus says, "Love 

your enemies." Because if you hate your enemies, you have no way to redeem and to transform your enemies. But if 

you love your enemies, you will discover that at the very root of love is the power of redemption...There’s something 

about love that builds up and is creative. There is something about hate that tears down and is destructive. So love 

your enemies.” (Sermon at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama, on Nov. 17, 1957) 

 

FLASHBACK: 2 Samuel 16:1-4 - Ziba Meets David 

 

2 Samuel 19:24-30 - Mephibosheth tells David the real story 

 

2 Samuel 19:31-40 - Barzillai remains home 

 

v. 32 - Barzillai was one of the men who had helped David during 

his time in exile (see 2 Samuel 17:27-29).  Now advanced in age 

and more physically limited to the king’s service, requests to 

return home to Gilead, rather than accompany the king back to 

Jerusalem. 

 

David will not forget the kindness of Barzillai.  Years later, as 

he charges his son and prepares to die the following is recorded: 

 

1 Kings 2:1-2, 7 (NIV) - When the time drew near for David to die, 

he gave a charge to Solomon his son.  2 "I am about to go the way 

of all the earth," he said. "So be strong, show yourself a man...7 

"But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them 

be among those who eat at your table. They stood by me when I 

fled from your brother Absalom.  

 

This reminds me of the second term of some presidents.  The first 

term is accompanied with great fanfare and excitement.  There is 

curious speculation as to who will fill the various cabinet 

positions.  Someone is appointed to lead the transition team and 

there is positive expectation in the nation (at least amongst 

those who voted for the candidate).  And then when the second 

term comes, many of the cabinet officials step down, get replaced, retire etc and the president scrambles a little more to find 

folks for the jobs.  Comparably, there is little excitement or interest in who those folks be.  This is what David is experiencing.  

New generals, some old servants staying with him, some returning home.  New names and faces join in for this oddly new, and 

final administration of his reign as king. 

 

2 Samuel 19:41-43 - Israel & Judah fight over David 
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v. 41-42 - The other tribes are upset that they didn’t get the honor of escorting David from the Jordan to Jerusalem.  

Judah replies that they went because David is from their tribe and that through this process they received no special 

favors or treatment from David.  The 10 other tribes reply: 

 

2 Samuel 19:43 (NLT) -  "But there are ten tribes in Israel," the others replied. "So we have ten times as much 

right to the king as you do. What right do you have to treat us with such contempt? Weren't we the first to 

speak of bringing him back to be our king again?" The argument continued back and forth, and the men of Judah 

spoke even more harshly than the men of Israel. 

 

How quickly the hearts of the people change.  From following Absalom, who “stole their hearts” to now fighting over who gets to 

escort David back to their throne based on who has “rights” over him.  David has got to be quietly chuckling at the squabbling 

of his child-like subjects.  This also highlights the division between the 10 tribes and the tribe Judah which will ultimately lead 

to their divorce after Solomon’s death.  In the meantime, the narrative of these last chapters do not emphasize the LORD’s presence 

amongst his people.  The last time David entered Jerusalem it was with fanfare, rejoicing and sacrifice.  This time it seems that 

the nation just wants to get back to normal life and the status quo.   

 

We have to continually assess our love, passion and devotion to the LORD.  Are we living for Him and serving Him because we love 

Him and are in awe of Him?  Or are we going through the motions?  Attending meetings, gatherings, and even active in our 

devotional life or Bible study...but forgetting the whole reason and purpose of why we are doing these things?  Because the LORD 

is great and greatly to be praised - not just in our outward actions - but from our hearts! 
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