
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 18-19 

2 Samuel 18:1-4 - David’s Men Prepare For Battle 
 
 v. 2 - 3 divisions of troops led by Joab, Abishai & Ittai 
 

v. 3 - the people urge David to stay behind because of his military value.  Unlike Absalom’s initial plan, David is eager 
to go out with and lead his band.  But knowing he is the key man of their movement, they urge him to remain behind in 
safety until he is needed. 

 
2 Samuel 18:5 - David commands that Absalom be handled gently, for his sake 
 
Q - What do you think of David making this request? 
 
Q - What do you think David’s generals thought of this request? 
 

“Those orders would make sense if Absalom was about to enter therapy rather than war.  The orders were clear, public, 
memorable, even moving - but hardly wise.  As Adar points out, David’s order” shows that even before battle David was 
willing to abandon military and moral considerations in view of his personal feelings.” (Dale Ralph Davis, Focus on the 
Bible: 2 Samuel, pg 229) 

 
 Oh, how our feelings can cloud our clear view at times... 
 
2 Samuel 18:6-8 - David’s men decisively victorious 
 
2 Samuel 18:9-18 - Absalom’s death 
 
 v. 9 - Absalom’s entanglement in the branches of the oak tree was accidental.   
 

v. 11-13 - the man who happens to find still alive Absalom hanging in the tree chooses to inform Joab about what he has 
seen. Joab is shocked that the man did not kill him, even referencing that Joab would have rewarded him if he had!  But 
the unnamed man declares that he heard the king’s charge to Joab to keep Absalom protected.  He is wise when he says: 

 
And if I had betrayed the king by killing his son-- and the king would certainly find out who did it-- you 
yourself would be the first to abandon me." (2 Samuel 18:13, NLT) 

 
v. 14-15 - Joab throws spears at Absalom’s heart and his men finish killing Absalom.  Joab looks at Absalom as the cause 
of the “mess” going on in Israel. He treats him as the cause of a plague, and may fear David would not.  More on this 
later… 
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v. 16-18 - Absalom is buried in a “deep pit in the forest” with a “very great heap of stones” piled over his grave.  
Ironically, Absalom had built a large pillar to serve as a memorial for his name, (since at this point he had no sons 
alive to continue his name/dynasty) yet it is a large pile of forest rocks that serve as his grave.  P. Kyle McCarter 
remarks that “this is a burial of an accursed man” (2 Samuel, Anchor Bible Commentary, Vol 9, pg 407) 

 
2 Samuel 18:19-24 - Messengers Sent To David  
 
Q - Why would Joab not want Ahimaaz, son of Zadok to be the messenger?   
 
Q - What do you think Joab anticipates David’s reaction will be? 
 

To gain some context, let’s remember that Ahimaaz was one of the messengers that would be sent by the priests in 
Jerusalem to inform David about Absalom’s plans.  Ahimaaz was the son of Zadok, the high priest. 

 
2 Samuel 15:27 - The king said also to Zadok the priest, "Are you not a seer? Return to the city in peace and 
your two sons with you, your son Ahimaaz and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 

 
2 Samuel 15:36 - "Behold their two sons are with them there, Ahimaaz, Zadok's son and Jonathan, Abiathar's 
son; and by them you shall send me everything that you hear."  

 
It appears that Ahimaaz’s message was not specific regarding Absalom.  He says to Joab “Please let me run and bring the 
king news that the LORD has freed him from the hand of his enemies. (18:19)"  Joab knows that the news of Absalom’s death 
is going to be devastating for David, so he chooses send an unnamed Cushite.  From the text, it seems this “Cushite” may 
have been the original man who saw Absalom hanging from the tree. Joab may be sparing Ahimaaz from the king’s anger 
by sending this foreigner as the messenger.  But Ahimaaz insists that he also run to bring word of the battle.  His 
insistence may be from a desire to complete the job as informant and messenger. 

 
Joab agrees to let Ahimaaz go, in addition to the Cushite, but only after first sending the Cushite.  Joab assumes that 
the Cushite will inform David of the news, so Ahimaaz’s role will be redundant.  But what Joab doesn’t figure in is that 
Ahimaaz travels a more efficient route (and perhaps is faster) than the Cushite and beats him to David!  Ut oh… 

 
Sometimes our plans to cover our tracks, cover our sins, to hide truth from others, especially God seem so good.  We 
devise plans that seem flawless, to us. But the LORD is the ruler of the universe.  Nothing escapes his notice. 

 
The Bible is filled with examples of this strategy not working.  Adam and Eve hide from God in the Garden.  Abraham slept 
with Hagar to have child. Aaron blamed the people for making the golden calf.  Saul made excuses to Samuel.  David 
called Uriah back from the battlefield to sleep with Bathsheba.  Ananias and Sapphira donated money and told Peter that 
they had given all of it. 

 
The common thread about these stories is that the deception and plotting, always ends up backfiring.  Honesty, 
contrition, confession, accountability, accepting responsibility, truth no matter the threatened consequence is the way 
of God’s people. 
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Psalm 32 
 

v. 1-5 - the burden of unconfessed sin, the freedom of confessed sin 
v. 6-7 - the right place to go when afraid, or in sin is to the LORD 
v. 8-9 - God speaking 
v. 10-11 - which one do you want to be? 

 
2 Samuel 18:24-33 - David hears of Absalom’s Death 
 

David assumes that there is good news when he sees Ahimaaz approaching his camp.   
 

v. 24-25 - ESV Study Bible: “A man running alone would be a messenger; a group would probably be men fleeing.” 
 

There is good news to give David, for the trouble in his kingdom is over.  But Absalom’s death is a key reason that is 
true, and this news is not going to please the king.  In 18:29, we learn that Ahimaaz doesn’t tell David he is sure about 
Absalom (he was though cp. v. 20).  So David’s response is mixed. He wants to know about his son’s fate. In that in the 
very moment David sees the the Cushite messenger appears. 

 
Absalom was a great thorn in David’s side, the cause of great joy and anguish during his lifetime.  But his death is no 
time to rejoice - Absalom was David’s son.  With his death, there is now no longer a chance of reconciliation.  And so a 
father mourns for his son.   

 
And on a deep level, remember that David was told “the sword shall never depart from your house (2 Samuel 12:10)” as a 
result of his sin.  This is now the 3rd son that has perished in the continuing ripple effect of David’s sin.  Without a 
doubt, Absalom is at fault, but David grieves, possibly aware of his own contribution to this tragic day. 

 
2 Samuel 19:1-8 - Joab confronts David 
 

David is torn between his two roles - father and king.  As a father he grieves, but as a king he should be celebrating 
and leading.  His passivity opens the door for commander Joab to command king David.  When Joab heard of David’s 
weeping, he finds him to confront David.  It is an interesting angle Joab appeals to - the loyalty and sacrifice of 
David’s people - contrasting Absalom’s rebellion.   

 
 These chapters highlight victory, but a victory muddied with heartbreak and sorrow. 
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