
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 14 

2 Samuel 13:37-39 - Absalom flees after killing Amnon out of revenge to Amnon’s evil towards Tamar. 
 

v. 39 - “the heart of King David longed to go out to Absalom” –  
How do you think David feel towards Absalom?  Can you relate to this? 

 
2 Samuel 14:1-3 - Joab’s Plan 
 

v. 1 - Joab is Absalom’s uncle.  He perceives that David is wrestling in his heart towards his son. 
 

v. 2 - Tekoa - “is in the Judean hills about 10 miles south of Jerusalem, near Bethlehem.” (ESV Study Bible, 2 Sam 14:1-3) 
 
2 Samuel 14:4-7 - The woman of Tekoa speaks to David 
 

The woman (widow) shares a story with David about her two sons fighting.  This fighting, perhaps foolishly, led to one of the 
son’s murder.  Now the family is calling for justice in light of the living son’s crimes.  But the “widow” is concerned that if 
the remaining son dies she will have no one to care for her and no one to be her heir, carrying on the name of her late 
husband and family. 

 
2 Samuel 14:8-11 - The woman’s persistence/insistence 
 

v. 9 - After hearing her story, David plans to send her away (v. 8) for him to consider what to do in this matter.  But the 
woman respectfully insists on having the matter be settled now. 

 
v. 10 - At first decision, David tells her to send to him anyone who causes her trouble by calling her to turn over her son.  
But the woman is not satisfied with this decision alone for she is still concerned about her son’s well-being.  Remember her 
story includes the information that her family was looking to have the remaining son killed (v. 7). 

 
v. 11 - the persistent widow continues to make her case.  Finally David agrees to pardon the son and ensure he remains alive. 

 
2 Samuel 14:12-17 - The heart of the woman’s real case 
 

2 Samuel 14:12-17 (NLT) - "Please allow me to ask one more thing of my lord the king," she said."Go ahead and speak," he 
responded.  13 She replied, "Why don't you do as much for the people of God as you have promised to do for me? You have 
convicted yourself in making this decision, because you have refused to bring home your own banished son.  14 All of us must 
die eventually. Our lives are like water spilled out on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. But God does not just 
sweep life away; instead, he devises ways to bring us back when we have been separated from him.  15 "I have come to plead 
with my lord the king because people have threatened me. I said to myself, 'Perhaps the king will listen to me  16 and rescue 
us from those who would cut us off from the inheritance God has given us.  17 Yes, my lord the king will give us peace of 
mind again.' I know that you are like an angel of God in discerning good from evil. May the LORD your God be with you."  
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Absalom and David are the real stars of this story.  Absalom is in the role of the remaining son of the woman.  He has sinned by 
killing his brother and a good case can be made for his guilt, in spite of his “intentions”.  And David is cast as the woman’s family, 
for they know the “son” should be banished or killed.  But David is also playing the role of himself as the woman’s judge and redeemer 
of the son.  The woman indirectly appeals to David’s willingness to show mercy to her son as an appeal for mercy to Absalom. 
 
This parable style of making a point or bringing conviction proves to be powerful and compelling (cp. Nathan’s story about the lamb 
in 2 Samuel 12) 
 
2 Samuel 14:18-20 - David suspects Joab’s involvement 
 
2 Samuel 14:21-24 - Absalom permitted to return...but... 
 

v. 24 - David forgives Absalom, but there is not the restoration that is possible in this circumstance. 
 
2 Samuel 14:25-27 - Absalom returns to Jerusalem and life begins again 
 
 v. 26 - 200 shekels is equivalent to about 3-5lbs 
 

v. 27 - Tamar - Absalom’s daughter was probably named in honor of his sister 
 
2 Samuel 14:28-29 - Absalom calls for Joab 
 
2 Samuel 14:30-32 - Absalom longs to see David again 
 

v. 30-31 - to get Joab’s attention, Absalom’s servants set his field on fire.  This does get Joab’s attention! 
 

v. 32 - Absalom is willing to face the possible consequences of his actions.  But he doesn’t want to just sit and wait, 
unsure of his fate. 

 
Absalom’s attitude in this instance is one to be admired.  He is honest that he has made mistakes which are worthy of punishment.  
Clearly he knows this or else why would he have fled to his grandfather to begin with?  Now that he is back, he is willing to accept 
what may come to him - whether judgment or mercy.  When we sin against others, accepting responsibility is important. 
 
2 Samuel 14:33 - Joab reunites Absalom & David 
 
This must have been a bittersweet moment.  To be reunited with someone you love who had hurt you or done you wrong can be difficult 
- but the people of God should tend towards forgiveness and love at all times.  And when the one who has done us wrong repents and 
desires reconciliation, we should not punish them or act in a way that makes it hard for them to return.  

 

Ephesians 4:32 - Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  
 

David himself was in need of grace and forgiveness for his great sin, and now it was his turn to pardon and show mercy and not cast 
Absalom away from his presence.  We too are in need of pardon, mercy and grace and keeping our own need in mind can inspire us to 
have an eagerness to show it towards others. 
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