
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 13 

2 Samuel 12:26-31 - Ammonite War Concludes 
 
 v. 29 - David returns to the battle 
 
 v. 31 - “made them pass through the brickkiln” - made them work at making bricks 
 
remember from Nathan’s confrontation of David’s sin with Bathsheba, some of the consequences related to turmoil in David’s 
family. 
 

2 Samuel 12:11-12 - "Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household; I will even 
take your wives before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.  12 
'Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.'"  

 
We begin to see this come to pass in chapter 13. 
 
2 Samuel 13:1 - David’s Sons - 1 Chronicles 3:1-9 (NLT) 
 

1 Chronicles 3:1-9 (NLT) - These are the sons of David who were born in Hebron: The oldest was Amnon, whose mother was 
Ahinoam from Jezreel. The second was Daniel, whose mother was Abigail from Carmel.  2 The third was Absalom, whose 
mother was Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur. The fourth was Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith.  3 The 
fifth was Shephatiah, whose mother was Abital. The sixth was Ithream, whose mother was Eglah, David's wife.  4 These six 
sons were born to David in Hebron, where he reigned seven and a half years. Then David reigned another thirty-three 
years in Jerusalem.  5 The sons born to David in Jerusalem included Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon. Their mother 
was Bathsheba, the daughter of Ammiel.  6 David also had nine other sons: Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet,  7 Nogah, Nepheg, 
Japhia,  8 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.  9 These were the sons of David, not including his sons born to his concubines. 
Their sister was named Tamar. 

 
 Amnon is David’s 1st born. Amnon & Absalom are half brothers.  Tamar is David’s daughter and the full sister of Absalom. 
 
2 Samuel 13:2-6 - Amnon’s trick 
 

v. 3 - Jonadab - David’s nephew, son of David’s brother Shimeah (Shammah), is called “shrewd” but “crafty” is a better 
translation.  MW translates “crafty”: clever in usually a deceptive or dishonest way.” 

 
Q - What would been more godly advice Jonadab should have given Amnon? 

 
- Be careful for friends who help you justify sinful behavior… 
- Keep companions who will tell you the truth, and help you walk the right way… 
- Don’t just spend time with people who agree with you…  
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2 Samuel 13:7-14 - Amnon’s evil 
 

v. 7 - David’s involvement - I don’t think David could have imagined the evil intention in his son’s heart.  David, though 
involved is not complicit with this stage of the sin. 

 
v. 13 - “he will not withhold me from you” - it is unlikely that David would have given Tamar to Amnon as a wife as 
this practice was strictly forbidden: 

 
Leviticus 18:9 (NIV) - "'Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father's daughter or your 
mother's daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere. 

 
Instead, she may be proposing this as a way to escape. 

 
2 Samuel 13:15-19 - Amnon’s Guilt, Tamar’s Confrontation & Mourning 
 

v. 16 - “this wrong in sending me away is greater than the other that you have done” - “If a man seduced an unmarried 
(or unbetrothed) woman, he had to marry her, unless her father refused; if he raped her, he was not permitted to divorce 
her (Ex. 22:16; Deut. 22:28–29). Having ruined her life, he had a responsibility toward her.” (ESV Study Bible on 2 Samuel 
13:16) 

 
Deuteronomy 22:28-29 - If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes her and 
they are discovered, 29 he shall pay the girl's father fifty shekels of silver. He must marry the girl, for he has 
violated her. He can never divorce her as long as he lives.  

 
2 Samuel 13:20-22 - Absalom hears the news 
 
 v. 20 - Tamar will quietly live in Absalom’s house 
 v. 21 - David is angry but doesn’t do anything. 
 

NASB Note on v. 21 -  Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint add But he would not punish his son Amnon, because he loved 
him, since he was his firstborn   

 
 v. 22 - Absalom is so enraged he can not see or speak to Amnon. 
  
2 Samuel 13:23-27 - Absalom’s Invitation. Absalom hasn’t forgotten 
 

The passage of time doesn’t mean that sins, offenses, and evils are forgotten or forgiven.  In fact, we know Absalom was 
angry and “hated Amnon” (v. 22) during these 2 years.   

 
2 Samuel 13:28-29 - Absalom’s Real Plan 
 
2 Samuel 13:30-33 - David Receives A False Report 
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v. 32 - Somewhat ironically, Jonadab is present and gives the real report of Amnon’s death to David.  He also includes 
the motive of Absalom, perhaps attempting to sway the king’s response.  Remember Jonadab was the friend of Amnon. 

 
2 Samuel 13:34-36 - The family mourns together 
 
2 Samuel 13:37-39 - The Royal Family Is Split 
 

Absalom will be in self imposed exile after these shocking events in the royal family.  He moves for three years to the 
land of Geshur and lives with his maternal grandfather (v. 37-38). Eventually after David finishes mourning for Amnon 
and longs for his son Absalom’s return (v. 39) 

 
What a crazy chapter.   
A shocking and despicable sin.  A enraged and broken hearted man of vengeance waiting for the right moment. A family now in 
turmoil, sorrow, and chaos.  It seems like a far cry from the place we were just a few chapters ago with David longing to build 
a house for the LORD and the nation rallying around their shepherd king.  Now in so many ways, the royal family of Israel looks 
no different than the nations. 
 
Remember, though God gave forgiveness and pardon to David, these things are a resulting consequence of his sin.  Perhaps there 
was a part of David that thought these things wouldn’t really happen.  But now, with his family unraveling, he will have to 
choose how to respond.   
 
This also illustrates an important lesson for us.  We have a fierce and committed adversary, the devil.  However, when the family 
of God is in turmoil with each other, he needs not attack.  He is happy to sit idly by while the children fight with each other - 
losing sight of their calling, mission and divine birthright.  Be on guard against his devices and against conflict, great or 
small that creeps up in the house of God. 
 
Unforgiveness, unconfronted sin and ignoring problems may bring a false appearance of peace, but they will boil over at a time 
and in a way that can cause great hurt, havoc and heartache.  We must not be like David of chapter 13 and ignore or deflect 
problems.  Instead we must be like David of 1 Samuel 17 (facing Goliath) who sees an enemy opposing the people of God and chooses 
to stand up and lead God’s people to victory against that foe. 
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