
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 11-12 

2 Samuel 11:1-5 - David & Bathsheba 

 

2 Samuel 11 takes place during Israel’s war against the Ammonites (which began in Chapter 10). 

 

v. 1 - “But David stayed in Jerusalem…” - rather than being on the front lines of the battle, David is at home.  This choice 

leads to disastrous consequences.  For had he been leading the armies of Israel, he would have never had been tempted to 

take the second glance at Bathsheba, which in turn leads to the snowball effect of sin. 

 

Oh how this is a lesson for us.  When we let up in the battle, when we take a day off, when we rest rather than fight, the 

Devil gains access to us.  Things may not change in a day, but we put ourselves in a vulnerable position which leads to 

eventual sin.  David’s sin will include lust, adultery, lying/deceit, and murder.  But his first sin was to not be who and 

where God had called him to be. 

 

v. 5 - Bathsheba becomes pregnant and because of who and where her husband is, it is clear the child is not Uriah’s. This is 

going to be a problem for Bathsheba, but even more so for David. 

 

2 Samuel 11:6-13 - David calls for Uriah, tries to cover his tracks 

 

v. 6 - Uriah the Hittite was one of the elite soldiers of David’s army.  

 

v. 8-13 - David’s attempts to get Uriah to have sexual relations with Bathsheba so that the pregnancy would be believable 

as Uriah’s, all fail. 

 

Uriah is a man of great integrity and honor.  

 

David’s actions are very “Saul-like”.  Paranoid, covering his tracks, adding sin upon sin.  In this record, Uriah is playing 

the role of David and David is Saul. 

 

2 Samuel 11:14-15 - David’s letter to General Joab regarding Uriah 

 

Q - What do you think of David’s action? 

 

2 Samuel 11:16-17 - Uriah dies 

 
lust (v. 2) → inquiry (v. 3) → fornication/adultery (v. 4) → pregnancy (v. 5) → deception, plotting, lies (v. 6-13) → 

murder (v. 14-17) 

 

2 Samuel 11:18-25 - Report of the battle reaches David 

 

 v. 25 - David’s feigned encouragement… 
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2 Samuel 11:25 (NLT) - "Well, tell Joab not to be discouraged," David said. "The sword devours this one today and 

that one tomorrow! Fight harder next time, and conquer the city!" 

 

2 Samuel 11:26-27 - Bathsheba becomes David’s wife. 

 

From the outward appearance, you could imagine that this was looked at as an act of great compassion by David.  Marrying 

and caring for the widow of one of his greatest soldiers, tragically killed in battle! 

 

As we leave chapter 11 and begin chapter 12 it is clear that David is under the impression that nobody knows about his sin.  He is 

forgetting that the most important person knows, and is not pleased. 

 

2 Samuel 12:1-6 - Nathan before David 

 

v. 2-4 - Nathan tells a parable which appeals to David’s pride in being a just ruler, an advocate for the oppressed. 

 

 v. 5-6 - “surely the man who as done this deserves to die” - wow. 

 

2 Samuel 12:7-12 - Nathan confronts David for his sin 

 

 v. 7 - “you are the man” 

 

v. 12 - David probably imagined that his sin had been overlooked by the LORD.  Afterall, he attempts to cover his sin by 

marrying Bathsheba.  The child, conceived in sin, is born.  Joab didn’t sell him out and David’s other servants are in the dark.  

He has attempted to return to normal life, seated on his throne, ruling over matters of the kingdom again.  But he is a fool 

if he thinks that his actions are without consequence or ignored by the king of the universe.  Nathan makes sure David knows 

this.  Remember the words God spoke to Samuel regarding David at his anointing: 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 - But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because 

I have rejected him (David’s other brother); for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, 

but the LORD looks at the heart."  

 

These words are true of David when his heart is right, though his outward appearance seems wrong, and it is true when his 

outward appearance looks good but his heart is wrong. 

 

2 Samuel 12:13-15 - David’s response and consequence 

 

v. 13a - “I have sinned against the LORD…”  At first glance this confession seems simple, even trite.  But remember other 

instances in Scripture where great men are confronted for this sin.  Most notably Adam who deflects and makes excuses.  And 

more recently, Saul, who never accepts responsibility for his behavior but squirms and deflects.  David’s initial confession is 

short, but perhaps it is in his few words that demonstrate that he “gets it.” 

 

(Of course we also see the full extent of David’s heart in Psalm 51, which is most likely written after this exchange.) 
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v. 13b-15 - Though David is spared from death and greater personal consequence to himself or the nation, there is 

consequence for the reason of “by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme (v. 14).” The 

Ammonites appear to have a great victory over Israel by killing the great warrior Uriah.  You can just imagine them 

returning to their tents rejoicing over how they had defeated the armies of Yahweh.  God was not going to allow that. 

 

David had tried to hijack the result of his sin (the child) and claim it as a blessing from the LORD (which children are).  That 

is why the LORD brought judgment upon David through the death of this child. 

 

Also, as was mentioned in vs. 10-11, there was going to be lasting ramifications of this sin in the house of David.  We will 

see this unfold in the remaining chapters of 2 Samuel. 

 

2 Samuel 12:16-25 - David’s prayers for his child 

 

v. 23 - David recognized that the death of his child was a result of his sin - he did not blame the LORD. 

 

v. 20 - after it was clear that the LORD’s decision was final, David gets up, cleans up and goes to the went to the house of 

the LORD and worshipped.  He is not overwhelmed by false shame or a pity party - but zealously longs to be back in the LORD’s 

presence.  He didn’t ignore or minimize his sin, but he wanted to do whatever he could/need to do, to get back to the LORD. 

 

v. 24-25 - David comforts his wife (who, although complicit, has been through a lot at this point in our story).  God will 

bless David & Bathsheba with another child, Solomon.  The LORD’s favor will be upon Solomon.  In fact, the LORD loves Solomon 

and David gives him a second name as a reflection of this.  “Jedidiah”  means “beloved of Yahweh.” 

 

Psalm 51 

 

It’s amazing to see the greatness of God as this tragic story concludes.  Both David and the LORD could have handled this so 

differently.  Yet David responds with a broken and contrite heart and the LORD responds compassion and lovingkindness.  The story 

begins with David’s selfishness and foolishness, and ends with God’s grace and love.  Though David’s sin cost him greatly and the 

ripple effects of his decisions will continue through his lifetime, the LORD does not cast him away from His presence.  And it is the 

LORD and his closeness to David that David desires above all else. 

 

Reflections: 

1 - In what areas of your life are you “staying in Jerusalem” rather than aggressively engaged in the battle? 

 

2 - How do you respond to sin?  Do you make excuses?  Do you deflect?  Do you blame others?  Do you run or hide? 

 

3 - What is your greatest concern when you sin?  Your relationship with God? Your behavior’s effect on others?  

Consequences?  Other people finding out? 

 

4 - When trouble comes as a result of your sinful choices or behavior, how do you react?  Do you get mad at God? Do you 

blame the devil? Do you give up?  Do you seek the LORD?  Do you accept responsibility? 

 

5 - After you sin, how long does it take you to get back to worshipping God?  Why? 
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