
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 10 

2 Samuel 10:1-5 - David & The Kings of Ammon 

 

The king of Ammon dies, and he is replaced by his son, Hanun.  During David’s reign, relations with Ammon, via the 

recently deceased king, were good.  He sends ambassadors to Ammon to pay their respects and bring consolation from 

David.   

 

“We do not know if there was some covenant or treaty relationship between Nahash and David.  ‘Kindness’ (chesed) 
may imply that.  But there may have been no formal pact at all. Chesed,...was an obligation that David in any 

case felt.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg 133-134) 

 

Side Note: “Chesed” (kindness) was, according to Chapter 9, the principle which guided David with respect to a branch of Israel’s 

former royal family, and thus, part of his domestic policy.  According to chapter 10, David also wants to apply this key word as 

the guiding principle in his foreign policy, at this moment in particular with regard to the royal family of a neighboring 

country” (J.P. Fokkelman in “Narrative Art and Poetry in the Books of Samuel, vol 1, King David”, pg 43) 

 

Upon the arrival of David’s representatives, the new king of Ammon’s 

advisors suspect that David’s motives are impure and convince their 

king (Hanun) to reject and dishonor the emissaries by shaving half of 

their beards and cutting their garments. 

 

2 Samuel 10:4 (NET) -  So Hanun seized David's servants and shaved 

off half of each one's beard. He cut the lower part of their robes off 

so that their buttocks were exposed, and then sent them away. 

 

“Hanun could hardly have inflicted a more shameful insult: the men’s 

manliness was both marred (beard) and exposed (buttocks/private 

parts).” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on The Bible: 2 Samuel”, pg 130) 

 

v. 5 - Jericho was just over the Jordan river on the way back from Ammon towards Jerusalem.  The appearance of the 

ambassadors was humiliating and David allowed them to wait until their beards grew again to return.  However the 

attack on David’s representatives is viewed as an attack on David and Israel. 

 

2 Samuel 10:6-7 - Ammon Enlists Arameans Against Israel 

 

This war is against Ammon, but Ammon will enlist significant help from the northern nation of Aram. (20,000 Aramean 

Soldiers from Beth-rehob & Zobah, 1,000 from king of Maacah, 12,000 from Tob) 

 

ESV Study Bible: Syrians can also be translated “Aram” or “Arameans,” the normal term for Syria or the Syrians. “Aramaic,” the 

later common language, was the language of Syria.” NASB - “Aram”, ESV, KJV - “Syria” 
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The cities and regions mentioned in these verses are 

different places in the Aram.  It does seem that 

Zobah, for example, did take on it’s own national 

identity.  Zobah has it’s own king, Hadadezer, who we 

me1t in 2 Samuel 8 and will appear again in 2:16-19. 

 

2 Samuel 10:8-12 - Joab’s Strategy 

 

v. 8 - Ammon & Aram were positioned around Israel on 

2 fronts1 

 

v. 12 - Joab’s powerful word of faith.  This is a good 

moment for General Joab.  It appears that he knows 

that although he will lead and fight, the battle 

belongs to the LORD. 

 

This is a good word for us.  God is powerful and 

fights for his people.  So much of our lives in the 

spiritual battle we are in are things only He can do.  

However, there are some things only we can do.  While 

we sometimes forget that we need God’s help to win 

and overcome, we can also not forget that there are 

areas in our lives where we must be “strong, and 

show ourselves courageous…” and act and go and 

do. 

 

2 Samuel 10:13-19 - The Enemies Flee 

 

v. 13-14 - Joab attacked the Arameans and they fled from him.  In turn, the Ammonites fled as well.  Remember, Ammon, 

hired the Arameans to help them against Israel.  If Ammon see’s their helper run, surely they will run too. 

 

v. 14-19 - Aram regroups back in their own land and make plan to attack Israel again (v. 15-16).  Hearing of this, David 

brings his troops across the Jordan into Aramean territory (v. 17).  The Arameans were defeated again (v. 18) and as a 

result, their king decides to make peace with David (v. 19).  After this incident, Aram “feared to help the sons of Ammon 

anymore (v. 19).”  

 

“It requires but a very little consideration to see that the wars which are so briefly recorded in this chapter 

must have been most serious and perilous undertakings  The record of them is so short, so unimpassioned, so 

simple, that many readers are disposed to think very little of them.  But when we pause to think that it was for 

the king of Israel to meet, on foreign soil, confederates so numerous, so powerful, and so familiar with 

warfare, we cannot be see that these were tremendous wars.  They were fitted to try the faith as well as the 

courage of David and his people to the very utmost.” (“The Second Book of Samuel”, The Expositor’s Bible, pg. 

155-156) 
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Psalm 2 

 

Psalm 2 is a “Messianic Psalm”, meaning that it’s content is a foreshadow of Jesus’ ministry, accomplishments or destiny.  It is 

cited by the early church in Acts 4:24-30 regarding Jesus: 

 

Acts 4:23-28 - When they had been released, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests 

and the elders had said to them.  24 And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, 

"O Lord, it is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,  25 who by the Holy Spirit, 

through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, 'WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE 

THINGS?  26 'THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND 

AGAINST HIS CHRIST.' (quote of Psalm 2:1-2) 27 "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy 

servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  28 

to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.  

 

However, looking at Psalm 2 in light of 2 Samuel 10 can give us insight into the Psalm’s initial meaning.  We do not have specific 

evidence connecting Psalm 2 with the events of 2 Samuel 10, but it is surely related to similar events in David’s life, if not this 

war specifically. 

 

War with the Ammonites becomes the setting of 2 Samuel 10:1-12:31 with the concluding battles of this war found in 2 Sam 

12:26-31.  The nation is rallied together, marching on to victory yet again.  But unlike the times before, this nation at war 

will find that its king, perhaps over confident in previous victories, will turn his attention to other things.  He will instead 

march down his own road, one which will change the course of his life. 
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