
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 1-2 

2 Samuel 1:1-10 - David hears of Saul’s (& Jonathan’s) death 
 
2 Samuel 1:11-12 - David & his men mourn 
 
2 Samuel 1:13-16 - David responds to Amalekite 
 
The Amalekite was lying.  No other man knew he was lying.  He 
was lying to win favor from David.  But his attempt to win favor 
through deceit backfired. 
 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 - David’s lament for Saul & Jonathan 
 
v. 17-18 - “the book of Jashar” was an additional book of 
songs/psalms that has been lost.  The book of Jashar is also 
referenced in Joshua 10:13 as a secondary place where the record 
of the sun standing still to ensure Israel’s victory. 
 
David’s song of lament is a song which honors Saul.  He prays 
that the enemies of God would not be able to rejoice in this 
event (v. 20). He references Saul as a mighty warrior (v. 22).  He 
calls him “beloved and pleasant”, “swift” and “strong” (v. 23).  
And he mourns the loss of his life in general throughout.  In 
moments like this we see the unique heart of David and it brings 
conviction and provides example to us. 
 
v. 26 - “David’s remark does not carry any sexual overtones. 
Rather, he is calling attention to Jonathan’s radical self-
denial in giving up any right to the throne of Israel (1 Sam. 
23:17); instead, he gave his absolute support to David as the 
Lord’s choice to succeed Jonathan’s father Saul, even to the 

point of risking his life for David (1 Sam. 20:30–33).” (ESV Study Bible, 2 Sam. 1:26) 
 
2 Samuel 2:1-4a - David goes to Hebron of Judah and is anointed king 
 
 v. 1 - David goes to Hebron only after first inquiring of the LORD. 
 
Though David here is anointed again by the people, he had previously been selected as the next king by God, through the prophet Samuel. 
 

1 Samuel 16:13 - Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him (David) in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD 
came mightily upon David from that day forward...  
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David was a very young man when he was anointed.  He patiently waited for the time in which he would ascend to the throne over God’s 
people.  The time between his anointing and when he became king over Judah was approx. 15 years. (it will be another 7 years until he 
becomes king over all of Israel) 
 
2 Samuel 2:4b-7 - David commends Jabesh-Gilead for their honor of Saul (cp. 1 Samuel 31:11-13) 
 

v. 7 - David invites Jabesh-Gilead to join his kingdom.  Jabesh-Gilead was part of the territory of the Israelites on the other side 
of the Jordan River. 

 
2 Samuel 2:8-11 - Abner appoints Ish-bosheth as Saul’s heir.  Ish-bosheth is basically a figurehead ruler for Abner. 
 
2 Samuel 2:12-16 - The two armies stop and rest at the same location 
 

v. 14 - “hold a contest” - Abner suggests a few of the men have a “duel”. Joab agrees. 
 
v. 16 - all of the warriors chosen for this foolish exhibition died. 

 
2 Samuel 2:17 - A battle follows and David’s men overpowered Abner’s 
 
2 Samuel 2:18-23 - Asahel pursues Aber.  Abner kills Asahel. 
 

Asahel, who was very fast, relentlessly pursues Abner.  Abner, knowing Asahel was the brother of Joab (the leading general of 
David’s army) as well as David’s nephew, tries to talk the young man out of pursuing him.  Abner actually says “I don’t want to 
kill you…”  When Asahel refuses, Abner thrusts the back end of his spear into Asahel’s stomach, killing him. (perhaps by 
stopping suddenly, so that Asahel runs into it per ESV Study Bible).  As Asahel is dying, a group surrounds him. 

 
2 Samuel 2:24-28 - Joab & Abishai pursue Abner, who pleads with them. 
 

v. 26 - Abner pleads with Joab to stop the madness.  He appeals to the foolishness of their current engagement. 
 

v. 27 - Abner’s call wakes Joab up.  NLT: Then Joab said, "God only knows what would have happened if you hadn't spoken, for we 
would have chased you all night if necessary." 

 
2 Samuel 2:29-32 - Both armies retreat and return to their homes 
 
 v. 30 - 20 of David’s men died  v. 31 - 360 of Abner’s men died 
 
This chapter highlights the arrogance of men and the foolishness of pride.  Because of the arrogance of the soldiers, starting with their 
leaders, men die for nothing.  This “battle” is more of a bloodsport and Abner and Joab finally realize as much.  When pride gets a hold 
on you, you are susceptible to lose the ability to think rationally and wisely.  Instead you are driven by your own interests, self-
preservation and revenge. The results of such streaks can be very costly on your relationships with others, not to mention your 
relationship with God.  Abner’s cries of “what are we doing here?  Can we stop this craziness” are sometimes the questions we need to 
consider when pride fills our heart. 
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