
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 5
2 Kings 5:1-5 - Naaman, Captain Of Army of Aram (Syria)
 

Leper: This term, describing someone with a serious skin disease, appears throughout the Old and New testaments.  It is 
not necessarily the same “leprosy” which is known in our world today but was a severe skin disease which would lead to 
someone in the Israelite community to be excluded and sent outside of their city.  This speaks to the contagious nature 
of such a skin disease.  Along with the exclusion would bring great shame upon the individual and their family.

 
v. 2-3 - a little girl, in slavery to Naaman’s wife, is the vehicle God uses to get the information to Naaman.  She knows 
of the power of God working through Elisha.  (More on her later)

 
v. 5 - The King of Aram sends a letter to the king of Israel (remember him?) along with Naaman and a large gift.

 
NLT: “So Naaman started out, carrying as gifts 750 pounds of silver, 150 lbs of gold, & 10 sets of clothing.”

 
2 Kings 5:6-7 - Naaman visits the king of Israel
 

It appears that the King of Aram and Naaman as well assume that the king of Israel, whose palace is in Samaria is the 
one who has the ability to cure the leprosy.  The letter is not addressed specifically to Elisha.  When the king receives 
the letter, his response is a little over the top.  He views this request as a taunt of some sort.  He fears that if he 
cannot cure Naaman, Aram will attack Israel.  And so the king of Israel, “freaks out”.

 
2 Kings 5:8-12 - Naaman Finds Elisha
 

v. 8 - coincidentally, Elisha hears about the king’s request and response. He tells the king to send Naaman to him.
 

v. 9-10 - Naaman approaches Elisha’s house only to be greeted by a messenger (rather than Elisha himself).  This 
messenger instructs Naaman to wash in the Jordan river seven times, and he will be “clean” (aka cured).

 
v. 11-12 - shockingly, Naaman is furious about this incident and instructions.  It seems like he was expecting something 
much more “mystical” to happen to bring about his healing.  He also mocks the word of Elisha because he essentially 
makes fun of the Jordan river in comparison to the great rivers of Aram.

 
Notice Naaman said “I thought…” (v. 11) - Naaman had already pre-determined how the healing would come from the 
prophet.  He diminishes and near ignores the instructions from the prophet of the LORD because he thinks those instructions 
are too basic, too simple and did not include the “dramatic flair” of the prophet coming out to wave his hands.

 
Naaman seems silly to ignore the great Elisha’s word.  After all, doesn’t he know about the great and small miracles 
performed by Elisha’s hand in chapter 4? (Probably not). But, before we chuckle at Naaman’s foolishness, we would do 
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well to be careful here Christian.  Do we believe God works in the un-dramatic?  Do we hear God’s word in the simple and 
seemingly obvious command?

 
2 Kings 5:13-14 - Naaman obeys. Naaman is healed.
 

What a great perspective.
 
2 Kings 5:15-17 - Naaman Returns, Gives Praise To God
 

Through the great miracle that takes place, Naaman is convinced that the God in Israel is the one true God.  He gives 
praise to the LORD and wants to thank and honor Elisha with a gift.  Elisha shows his integrity by refraining from a gift 
which would be misconstrued as “payment”.  This has got to impress Naaman even more.

 
In Aram one would imagine there were false prophets representing false gods.  Lacking a living god that would show 
themselves strong, these prophets would rely on trickery and deception to stay relevant and in business.  So payment, 
bribes, and such were likely a big part of that arena.  Elisha on the other hand is a real prophet, of a living God.  He 
takes no payment because he is not the one who possesses the power! 

 
God is the one who should be honored when great things happen, not the men or women who are his servants!

 
2 Kings 5:18-19 - Naaman’s Request
 

Naaman is a new convert to the worship of Yahweh.  But he is returning to his homeland which is a land of idols, most 
notably the god called “Rimmon”.  He asks Elisha for a preemptive pardon.  He recognizes his needs to honor his “master” 
(the king) and complete his duty as commander, but he knows that Rimmon is an idol.  In this case he is not converting to 
Judaism (and thus bound to the Mosaic laws), but rather converting to a true worshipper of the true God.  He is a Gentile 
believer who will return to his home to worship the LORD the rest of his life, though his nation and homeland will not.

 
Some could look at this as a cop-out.  Naaman should have been so grateful to the LORD that he forsook his old life and 
moved to Israel.  This might be a reasonable suggestion.  However, it also seems reasonable to return home to share the 
news of his healing, and at Whose hand the healing came. In this scenario, he would have the opportunity to declare the 
name and greatness of the LORD, while fighting to stay faithful, rather than just move his life to a safe zone where 
everyone already knows the truth.  It seems like Elisha endorses his request and return home (“Go in peace” v. 19)

 
Every situation is different.  Spiritual wisdom is needed.

 
2 Kings 5:20-25 - Gehazi Pulls A Judas
 

Gehazi, the chief servant of Elisha has a wicked heart and is tempted by the chance to get something out of the great 
treasure Naaman had offered.  Though his portion is small, it was gained through deceit and betrayal.  Perhaps he 
thought his master was foolish to reject the money.  Perhaps he handled the finances and saw that things were “tight.”  
Perhaps he was just greedy.  Whatever his motivation, we see the wickedness of Gehazi.
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How sad it is to see that the notable servant of the great man of God (Elisha) had missed the whole point of all we have 
read.  He has seen and been involved in miracles, great and small (from resurrection to corrected stew recipes) and now 
Naaman’s incurable disease is cured.  And Gehazi just wants a change of clothes and a couple of bucks. 

 
v. 25 - “your servant went nowhere” - can’t you just hear these words coming out of the mouth of a foolish teenager or 
child who has just been caught doing something they shouldn’t?

 
2 Kings 5:26-27 - Gehazi Confronted. Gehazi Cursed.

You can almost hear the heart-break in Elisha’s voice as he confronts his servant. “Did not my heart go with you… (v. 
26).”  Gehazi (and his descendants) will all be lepers from this moment on.

 
3 Lessons For Us:
 
Naaman’s Servant Girl: Whatever My Lot, Thou Has Taught Me To Say, “It Is Well With My Soul:”

A little girl, in slavery to Naaman’s wife, is the vehicle God uses to get the information to Naaman.  What a concept!  
Imagine the young girl’s despair upon being removed from her family, and yet God uses her, in her exile and slavery to be 
glorified to Gentiles!

 
Elisha & Naaman: God Uses Simple Things To Confound The Wise

The instructions of Elisha to wash in the Jordan river seemed “dumb” to Naaman. He had an expectation that there would 
be something much greater that he had to “do” or something more dramatic that would be done by Elisha in order to 
receive the blessing of the cure.  What are our expectations of how God is going to work in our lives?  Have we already 
determined the terms or are we open to receive the LORD’s blessing, instruction or wisdom - however it may come?  It’s 
easy to say we are open to the limitless possibilities of how God can work, but has He already not said what we 
can/should/must do to receive from Him, and yet we find ourselves often without the things He has promised?
 

James 4:2b-3 - You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 
Gehazi: It’s The Inside That Counts

Our closeness to those serving God faithfully and our own devotion to religious institutions is not a guarantee for 
genuine faith.  Gehazi had an outward appearance of “godliness” and even a title (“servant of Elisha”).  But he was 
rotten inside.  Jesus spoke often of this.  It seems to be an important lesson for God’s people to remember.  The outside 
appearance is needed, but only when it flows from the inside heart of those who are in love with and in awe of God.  The 
time spent on making oneself look good to others and going through the motion of Christian service eventually will lead 
to cracks and leaks.  You may fool others, but you don’t fool God.  And in this life (and certainly on the last day) the 
LORD will deal with you.
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