
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 22
2 Kings 22:1-2 - Reign Of Josiah

Josiah becomes king at 8 years old and rules for 31 years.  His life and reign is modeled after his father David rather 
than his father and grandfather (Manasseh and Amon)

2 Chronicles 34:1-7 - Josiah seeks Yahweh, the God of David

In a few years, Josiah will discover something which will transform him and his kingdom (more on that in a minute.  But 
before this transformative discovery, he begins to seek the God of his father David.  He begins this journey when he is 
only 16 years old.  Remember his grandfather Manasseh was the worst king to ever reign in Jerusalem - the worst!  
Josiah’s father Amon worshipped idols and rejected Yahweh.  And yet 16 year old Josiah begins to seek the God of David 
and 4 years later (at 20 years of age) he begins to reform the nation and remove the idols.

One might ask “what made Josiah start seeking God?  Why does he begin to make a change from his father and grandfather?  
Scripture gives us some insight.  You see, the LORD was speaking through his prophets:

Look at the message of the prophet Zephaniah and notice when he prophesied:

Zephaniah 1:1-6 - The word of the LORD which came to Zephaniah...in the days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah:  2 "I 
will completely remove all things From the face of the earth," declares the LORD.  3 "I will remove man and beast; I will 
remove the birds of the sky And the fish of the sea, And the ruins along with the wicked; And I will cut off man from the 
face of the earth," declares the LORD.  4 "So I will stretch out My hand against Judah And against all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. And I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, And the names of the idolatrous priests along with 
the priests.  5 "And those who bow down on the housetops to the host of heaven, And those who bow down and swear to 
the LORD and yet swear by Milcom,  6 And those who have turned back from following the LORD, And those who have not 
sought the LORD or inquired of Him." 

These were all of the practices of Manasseh/Amon. now a time of accounting is coming, and Josiah starts to make a change...

2 Kings 22:3-7 – repair begins on the house of the lord

2 Kings 22:8-11

v. 8 - Following up on what we read from 2 Chronicles 34, Josiah has already begun to clear and cleanse the temple, 
preparing it again for sanctified worship.  While this work proceeds, the “book of the law” is found.  Most scholars 
believe it was a copy of the book of Deuteronomy based on the response Josiah will have (more on that in Chapter 23).

v. 11 - When Josiah heard the words, he “tore his clothes” this is an physical act expressing grief, mourning & sorrow.
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What an amazing moment.  To think that during the reigns of Manasseh and Amon (57 years total) the idolatry and evil 
was so rampant that the “book of the law” ends up being discovered like an archaeological artifact!  This book of the 
law was supposed to be close and near to God’s people and yet it is under rubble and dust.  Remember the words of God to 
Moses and Israel before the entered the Promised Land:

Deuteronomy 6:4-8 - "Hear (Shema), O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  5 "You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  6 "These words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk 
of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.  
8 "You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.

The nation had not been faithful to this command in heart or in practice.

It’s also interesting to note the timing of the finding of the book and the course that it sent Josiah on.  2 Chronicles 34 
told us that when Josiah was in his 8th year (16 years old) he already began to seek the LORD and start removing the 
idols.  The finding of the book of the law will set Josiah on a more specific and obedient course of action, but Josiah had 
already started on the right path out of love for and devotion to the LORD.

This gives us some insight into the relationship between conversion and the maturing process of a believer.  When someone 
is initially saved, and awakened to their need for and love of God, things can begin to change.  No special knowledge is 
needed to live for God, for the holy spirit begins to work and transform the heart, motivation and desires of that person. 
They are living out of a grateful heart.

But there also reaches a point where more instruction is needed and the specific commands of the LORD must be known and 
followed.  This is where the Scripture comes in and why it is so important for all of us (especially new believers) to read 
and study the Bible.  And why God has preserved it for each generation - even if it’s under some rubble and dust, it is 
His will that His word is found, read and known!

2 Kings 22:12-14 - Josiah Wants To Know What To Do

After hearing the law read Josiah commands the scribes and priest to find a prophet to know more specifically what the 
LORD wants done in light of these findings.  And so they go and find Huldah, a prophetess.  The request for Huldah’s 
insight highlights the connection between the spirit and the word.  We have the word God and need the spirit to help 
enlighten us and direct us.  In this case the spirit works through Huldah to give specific direction and application.

Josiah is eager to hear whether or not what he has read is going to lead to judgment against the nation.  If indeed they 
had read Deuteronomy, verses like this would have led to this concern

Deuteronomy 28:15-20, 32-37, 45-50 - "But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe 
to do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come 
upon you and overtake you:  16 "Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country.  17 
"Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.  18 "Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the 
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produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.  19 "Cursed shall you be when 
you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.  20 "The LORD will send upon you curses, confusion, and 
rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil 
of your deeds, because you have forsaken Me. 

32 "Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on and yearn for them 
continually; but there will be nothing you can do.  33 "A people whom you do not know shall eat up the produce 
of your ground and all your labors, and you will never be anything but oppressed and crushed continually.  34 
"You shall be driven mad by the sight of what you see.  35 "The LORD will strike you on the knees and legs with 
sore boils, from which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head.  36 "The LORD 
will bring you and your king, whom you set over you, to a nation which neither you nor your fathers have 
known, and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone.  37 "You shall become a horror, a proverb, and a 
taunt among all the people where the LORD drives you. 

45 "So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you 
would not obey the LORD your God by keeping His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.  46 "They 
shall become a sign and a wonder on you and your descendants forever.  47 "Because you did not serve the LORD 
your God with joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all things;  48 therefore you shall serve your enemies 
whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He 
will put an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed you.  49 "The LORD will bring a nation against you from 
afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand,  
50 a nation of fierce countenance who will have no respect for the old, nor show favor to the young.

Imagine the king hear these words himself!  No wonder he tore his clothes in anguish.

2 Kings 22:15-20 - Huldah’s Message

Huldah confirms that indeed the nation is under the curse of the LORD because they have forsaken the LORD.  Afterall, 
those were the terms of the covenant!  However, because of Josiah’s humility and “tender heart” (v. 19), the LORD is going 
to hold off this judgment during his lifetime!  Oh what mercy the LORD shows to those who are broken and honor His word!

Let’s jump back to Zephaniah for a moment.  Look what else Zephaniah said after proclaiming judgment was on the horizion:

Zephaniah 2:2-3 (NLT) - Gather before judgment begins, before your time to repent is blown away like chaff. Act 
now, before the fierce fury of the LORD falls and the terrible day of the LORD's anger begins.  3 Seek the LORD, 
all who are humble, and follow his commands. Seek to do what is right and to live humbly. Perhaps even yet the 
LORD will protect you-- protect you from his anger on that day of destruction. 

Act now and there might still be a chance to be saved from all of this - And that’s exactly what Josiah did.

So we pause our story here for now but find ourselves on the eve of a great moment in Biblical history.  The kingdom of 
Judah, led by the young and devoted Josiah - with a revived spirit fueled by God’s delay of judgment - will oversee a 
national revival and individual renewal of the people’s relationship with the God of Abraham, David and their king, Josiah.
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Takeaways:  What is our attitude and heart posture when we “discover” again the word of the LORD concerning a certain area of our 
life or devotion?  Josiah models a king who is humble, repentant and then zealous to hear and obey the word of the LORD, no matter 
the cost or sacrifice involved - because if it is the word of the LORD, then it’s supremely valuable and worth embracing.  We likely 
have an easier time responding this way when the word from God (by the Scripture or by the spirit) is clear and easy to follow.  But 
what about when his truth touches an area of our heart or life that’s not so easy?  What about when He has something to say about 
our relationships?  How we steward and spend our money?  What we do for entertainment or leisure?  How we speak?  Who we should 
serve?

We cannot pick and choose which part of God’s word we will be ready and willing to obey.  If we hear ourselves saying (or thinking) “I 
would never…” or “that’s a little too extreme” or other subtle excuses to obeying...watch out and wake up.  This doesn’t negate the 
need for God’s help in obeying His word - that’s the way it’s supposed to be - but if Jesus is Lord, he dictates the terms of our lives, 
we are not his business partners with an equal stake or say in the direction of the company.  And Josiah shows us what this looks like. 
He is humble and eager to correct and follow where he needs to, in his own life and his kingdom.  And the LORD’s blessing comes.

Micah 6:8 - He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, 
And to walk humbly with your God?

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (ESV) - The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.

A second takeaway is related to Josiah’s age.  He becomes king at 8 (wow!), and begins to seek the LORD at 16.  He begins reforms at 
20 and transforms a kingdom and a generation of hearts at the age of 26.  I point out these numbers because the text itself does.  
We often are tempted to skip over dates and hard-to-pronounce-names...but God has put them in Scripture for a reason.  In this case 
He is telling us the age of Josiah at the different points in the amazing story.  And God is likely doing this as a memorial recording 
to teach us about the way God can work in the life of someone who seeks Him, regardless of their age.

Our society often puts off “settling down” or “getting serious” about religion or spiritual matters until a person is “older” 
(whatever that means).  No need for God while you’re a teenager or college-aged youth.  It’s for people who are old, maybe once they 
are married and have kids, or once they start thinking about their own limitation of mortality.  Bah Humbug!!!

It is never to early to start seeking the LORD, nor having an expectation that God can do great things through you.  It’s also never 
too late to wake up to His goodness or be used by Him in wonderful ways.  A 16 year old changes the nation because he didn’t accept 
that seeking God was something to do later in life.  We have countless other stories of this - and stories from the other end of the 
spectrum.  God calling men and women to be His vessels in the later years of their life. 

The testimony of those things being true is clear - now the question is for us to answer: have we limited God’s ability to work in and 
through us because we aren’t ______________?  Have you written off the “glory days” of God getting glory from your 
life because now you are older?  Have you closed your mind to God’s plan for your life because you’re not “old enough”?  STOP THAT!  
God is not limited to work in and through you based on age or gender or economics or physicality or race or ethnicity or marital 
status - he is only limited by our faith and availability!  Oh that the older would be an example to the younger of this and that the 
younger would inspire the older.  God is not finished with you yet! Nor is He waiting for you to get your driver's license or graduate 
high school!  In fact, no matter what your age or what you feel are limitations, these are exactly the moments that God does his 
best work!
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