
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 20
2 Kings 20:1-7  Hezekiah’s Illness

We do not know what illed Hezekiah but we do know that it was a sickness that would end in his death.  Isaiah brings 
the diagnosis to him.

v. 6 - “I will deliver you and this city from the hand of Assyria” - This is an interesting time marker to this story of 
Hezekiah’s healing.  It places this record in chapter 20 before the events of chapter 19 (Jerusalem’s deliverance from 
Assyria).  In other words, Hezekiah’s healing and promise to live 15 years longer than he should happened before 
Sennacherib’s siege of Jerusalem. (This is a good reminder for Bible readers that the Bible is not organized in 
chronological order.)  We’ll explore this more in a moment.  First, let’s read about another miracle associated with this 
event.

2 Kings 20:8-11 -  The Sun Goes The Other Way

This is a good moment to return to the timing and placement of this miracle.  We learned from verse 6 that this all 
happened before the siege of Jerusalem.  Hezekiah is sick and his illness will end with his death.  He prays to God to be 
healed and Isaiah returns moments later to declare the LORD’s word that he will live another 15 years.  To confirm this 
word, Yahweh, the Creator God causes that “shadow” to go backwards 10 steps (rather than its natural direction - 
forward).  Hezekiah is left with a personal miracle and testimony of the power and love of the LORD.  This would be a 
life-changing moment on many levels.

And we are reminded of the final promise of the word from Isaiah:

2 Kings 20:6 - "I will add fifteen years to your life, and I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the 
king of Assyria

Hezekiah has experienced God.  And he now will move to face a great enemy, Assyria who threatens not only Hezekiah’s 
life, but the very existence of the nation.  But Hezekiah will enter the days of Assyria’s attack not as a young and 
faithless leader, but as a confident believer in the power of God.  God uses a “small” miracle and demonstration of his 
love and power to build confidence in Hezekiah to face a greater challenge. 

This is a biblical pattern of how God builds faith in His people.  Moses can face Pharaoh because He saw the LORD in the 
burning bush and his staff turning to a snake.  David can face Goliath because he saw the LORD’s hand when he faced the 
lion and the bear.  Hezekiah can stand before the dominant and fierce Assyrian empire because he has seen the LORD’s 
healing power and ability to control the path of the sun. 

These “small” miracles (if there is even such a designation) should be remembered and recounted by the people of God.  
This will embolden and thus empower us to face greater things in the future knowing that God has been faithful in the 
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past.  If we forget what the LORD has done, we will face the future afraid.  If we remember, we can be faithful and 
fearless.

This is why David wrote Psalm 103:

Psalm 103:1-5 - Bless the LORD, O my soul, And all that is within me, bless His holy name.  2 Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, And forget none of His benefits;  3 Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases;  4 Who 
redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion;  5 Who satisfies your years 
with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle.

And this explains why Hezekiah was able to speak the following years later:

2 Chronicles 32:7-8 - "Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria nor 
because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one with him.  8 "With him is 
only an arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us and to fight our battles." And the people relied 
on the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

2 Kings 20:12-19 - A Visit From Baby Babylon

Hezekiah welcomes a visiting foreign official to Jerusalem and during his visit Hezekiah gives him a tour of his treasury. 
There is a part of this show and tell that is Hezekiah’s excitement to have foreign governments coming to pay him 
respect:

“There’s something gratifying, is there not, to discover that people far away have an interest in you?  It is 
heart-warming to see that you matter to important people.” - Dale Ralph Davis, Focus On The Bible: 2 Kings, 
page 304-305

And, especially since we know this record happens before chapters 18-19 and Assyria’s attack, it also was likely a 
political decision with the threat of Assyria looming over the region.  Potential ally Babylon, comes and sees whether or 
not Judah will be a sufficient partner against Assyria.  Notice that Hezekiah not only shows the Babylonians his money, 
but also his armor (v. 13). 

At this point in history, Babylon is not the great power that she will become, supplanting Assyria as the world’s most 
powerful empire.  Right now Babylon is concerned about Assyria just like everyone else is, including Hezekiah’s kingdom.  
But what we see in this moment is a potential concerning act.

Hezekiah does more “show” than he does “tell”.  He should have been speaking to the officials about the greatness of the 
LORD, instead he shows him the shine of his gold.  And this event warrants Isaiah’s involvement.

Isaiah declares to Hezekiah that Babylon is eventually going to rise to power and overwhelm Judah.  It is not clear that 
this prophetic word is as result of Hezekiah showing off before Babylon, but it certainly is used as a reference point to 
Hezekiah so he knows what will happen in the days to come.  It’s like Isaiah comes and says “Hey, Hezekiah, remember all 
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the stuff you just showed Babylon...yeah, well, they are coming in the days ahead to take every single penny away from 
you along with all of your people…”  Yikes!  That must have convicted the king.

Hezekiah’s response is interesting as well.  He is grateful that the coming judgment is future and not sudden (nothing 
wrong with that sentiment).  But he also seems self-focused when he acknowledges the coming judgment is not his 
problem, but maybe the next guy’s issue.  2 Chronicles tells us that this was a moment of pride that quick repentance 
corrected:

2 Chronicles 32:25-26 - Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because his heart was proud; 
therefore wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem.  26 However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, 
both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did not come on them in the days of 
Hezekiah.

2 Chronicles 32:31 - Even in the matter of the envoys of the rulers of Babylon, who sent to him to inquire of the 
wonder that had happened in the land, God left him alone only to test him, that He might know all that was in 
his heart. 

Nevertheless, we see a foreshadow of what will become a major theme as we finish 2 Kings: Babylon is on the rise.

2 Kings 20:20-21 - Hezekiah’s Reign

We already know the great event of Hezekiah’s kingdom (from the previous chapters) and now we get the standard 
conclusion of the narrator: “Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah…” and so on.  As we conclude his reign, let’s 
remember that Hezekiah did love and serve the LORD with all his heart.  His foolish decision to welcome the Babylonian 
officials is not unlike our lives.  We endeavor to live for the LORD with everything, and then sometimes we make the 
wrong choice.  But we get back up and walk God’s path and He works with and in us.  Hezekiah did some great reforms, 
restored the temple and celebrated the Passover (2 Chronicles 30).  He sought the LORD when he was sick and his prayer 
was heard (2 Kings 20).  He showed Babylon his store houses (2 Kings 20).  And when faced the Assyrian threat he 
encouraged the nation and relied on the might of God (2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 32).  Over the course of his life, 
Hezekiah was not sinless, but he was faithful.  A great description to aspire to.

Final Points: This is not a fable.  This really happened.

Many church-going Bible readers will approach the story of Hezekiah’s life as true, inspired and inspiring.  But there are some 
details to this story which will bolster your faith and confidence in the God of Hezekiah. We believe this story because we 
believe the Bible’s telling of it.  But look what else we can learn.

Waters and Tunnels and Springs

2 Kings 20:20 mentions the “pool” and “conduit” and bringing “water into the city.” Before we just read over that as a non-
relevant detail, let’s explore a bit deeper.  We read in 2 Chronicles 32 that Hezekiah ordered for the springs around Jerusalem to 
be covered up so that the Assyrians would not have access to them.  A siege is not just an attack, it is when an invading army 
surrounds a city to either starve the people to death or force them to surrender due to the conditions inside the city.  The 
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residents of Jerusalem couldn’t leave the city to get the springs outside of the city - so how then would they survive?  It would 
be helpful if the city had an independent water source in the city, which it did not have.  Jerusalem was watered by the Gihon 
Spring, just outside of the city.  In our day, we would dig a pipeline to bring water from outside the city into the city.  
Astonishingly, this is exactly what Hezekiah did! 

2 Kings 20:20 - Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and all his might, and how he made the pool and the conduit and 
brought water into the city, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?

2 Chronicles 32:30 - It was Hezekiah who stopped the upper outlet of the waters of Gihon and directed them to the west 
side of the city of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all that he did. 

Here’s where this comes alive even more. Look what archeologists have found:

Upon exploration of this tunnel an inscription was found near the midpoint of 
tunnel. Here’s the translation of that inscription:

"(Behold) the excavation. 
Now this is the history of 

the breaking through. While the workmen were still lifting up the packaxe, each toward his neighbor, and while three 
cubits yet remained to (cut through, each heard) the voice of the other calling to his neighbor, for there was an excess 
in the rock on the right... And on the day of the breaking through, the excavators struck, each to meet the other, 
pickaxe against pickaxe; and there flowed the water from the spring to the pool over (a space of) one thousand and two 
hundred cubits. And ... of a cubit was the height of the rock above the heads of the excavators." (Biblical Archeology 
Truth, “Hezekiah’s Tunnel” via http://www.biblicalarchaeologytruth.com/hezekiahs-tunnel.html)

If that were not exciting enough there is one more thing worth sharing from this record.  A major figure of the story of Hezekiah 
was Sennacherib, the ruler of Assyria.  The Bible records his fierce take over of the region, his exiling of Israel and his attack 
on Jerusalem.
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The Taylor (or Sennacherib’s) Prism was discovered among the ruins of ancient 
Nineveh by Colonel Taylor in 1830. Of all Assyrian documents that have come 
down to us not one is in better preservation than this.

Here is the translation of what is written on this artifact:

As for Hezekiah the Judahite, who did not submit to my yoke: forty-six of his 
strong, walled cities, as well as the small towns in their area, which were 
without number, by levelling with battering-rams and by bringing up seige-
engines, and by attacking and storming on foot, by mines, tunnels, and breeches, 
I besieged and took them. 200,150 people, great and small, male and female, 
horses, mules, asses, camels, cattle and sheep without number, I brought away 
from them and counted as spoil. (Hezekiah) himself, like a caged bird I shut up in 
Jerusalem, his royal city. I threw up earthworks against him— the one coming 
out of the city-gate, I turned back to his misery. His cities, which I had 
despoiled, I cut off from his land, and to Mitinti, king of Ashdod, Padi, king of 
Ekron, and Silli-bêl, king of Gaza, I gave (them). And thus I diminished his land. 
I added to the former tribute, and I laid upon him the surrender of their land and 
imposts—gifts for my majesty. As for Hezekiah, the terrifying splendor of my 
majesty overcame him, and the Arabs and his mercenary troops which he had 
brought in to strengthen Jerusalem, his royal city, deserted him. (Source: 
Complete translations of the records of Sennacherib can be found in Daniel D. 
Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, vol. 2, and in James 
Pritchard's Ancient Near Eastern Texts (1950))

There is a surprising piece of information missing from this record.  The fact that Sennacherib 
ever entered Jerusalem or defeated Hezekiah! 

“Sennacherib put his own political "spin" on what happened in Judah, claiming that he 
"shut up Hezekiah in Jerusalem, his royal city, like a bird in a cage." But that's the 
best he can say. He besieged Jerusalem and nothing more! No lists of captured enemies, 
no descriptions of looting the city, just a silent acknowledgement that he came home 
empty-handed.” (Source: “The Bible And Archeology”, Professor Gary Zacharias, 
Palomar College via www2.palomar.edu/pages/gzacharias/archeology-and-the-bible

The Bible says that an angel of the LORD came and struck 185,000 in one night.  That would 
have been quite the notable event for this great army.  Is there any record of this?

Here is more historical detail:

Herodotus, the father of ancient Greek history, records what is probably an Egyptian legend (that grew out of this 
historical event); he suggests that Sennacherib’s fighting force was greatly reduced when in one night, a plague of 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


field mice gnawed the quivers, bowstrings, and shield-straps of his soldiers, thus making them suddenly vulnerable to 
their enemies (cf. Edersheim, Bible History, VII, p.155).

Josephus quotes the Chaldean historian Berosus as follows:

Now when Sennacherib was returning from his Egyptian war to Jerusalem, he found his army under Rabshakeh his general 
in danger [by a plague], for God had sent a pestilential distemper upon his army; and on the very night of the siege, a 
hundred fourscore and five thousand, with their captains and generals, were destroyed (Antiquities 10.1.5).  (source: 
Bible History Online, “Sennacherib's Hexagonal Prism” via http://www.bible-history.com/empires/prism.html)

Greek and Babylonian historians record that something happened to Assyria’s army when it encamped around Jerusalem which 
devastated the force.  Wow.

Lastly, we know that the Bible told us that Sennacherib was killed by his sons upon returning to Nineveh.  Look what is recorded 
on an additional clay tablet found in Assyrian ruins:

'On the twentieth day of the month Tebet Sennacherib king of Assyria his son slew him in rebellion... Esarhaddon his son 
sat on the throne of Assyria.' (Source: Ibid)

God’s word is true. The Bible says that Hezekiah made a tunnel and brought water into the city.  And that is what happened.  
Archeological finds confirm this.  The Bible says that Sennacherib besieged Jerusalem and then was defeated in a miraculous way 
and that is what happened.  These findings confirm the Biblical story and can stir our hearts in excitement only increasing our 
faith.  We worship a God that can be trusted and who has inspired the Bible to be the very foundation our lives.  Our lives can be 
securely built upon God’s word.
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