
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 19
Remember Where We Are: Israel is no more: defeated and exiled by Assyria.  Assyria has now turned their sights on Judah and her 
capital - Jerusalem.  Hezekiah is king of Judah and has proven to be a faithful servant of the LORD, cleansing the land of idols 
and restoring the temple and the worship of Yahweh, the God of Abraham and David.  We left off in 2 Kings 18 hearing the boasts 
of the Assyrian spokesman, Rabshakeh.  He has declared in the common language of the people that it’s no use to trust in the 
LORD, don’t listen to Hezekiah, for Assyria has defeated every other nation so far (and by implication their national deities), and 
now it is Judah (and her God’s) turn too.  The people are silent in response and we turn now to see how Hezekiah is preparing the 
nation to respond.

2 Chronicles 32:1-8 - Hezekiah’s Leadership As King During Crisis

This parallel record adds some more of the details to our overall story.  If you remember from 2 Kings 18, part of 
Rabshakeh’s central message was attacking the word of Hezekiah.  We suggested that it was likely Hezekiah and his 
officials had spoken to the nation to prepare them, and 2 Chronicles 32 confirms this.  And what a message Hezekiah 
spoke!

Be strong.  Be courageous.  The LORD is with us.  The LORD is greater than Assyria.  Assyria is limited, the LORD is not!  
The LORD will fight our battles.

Wow!  This is quite the word to declare to the people under threat of the world’s most powerful empire.  Hezekiah is 
convinced that if the LORD is on the side of Judah, they need not fear anything.  And he also prepares his people, beyond 
just in heart and mind, but practically too.  He repairs some breaches in the walls and appoints military leaders.  He 
also stops up the springs to make them inaccessible to the invading army...more on this later.  He doesn’t know how the 
LORD will work - but he prepares himself wisely.

While we see Hezekiah preparing and encouraging his people, we also get some insight into his own heart and personal 
response to Rabshakeh’s propaganda.

2 Kings 19:1-5 - Hezekiah Hears Rabshakeh’s Message, Reaches Out To Isaiah

When Hezekiah heard Rabshakeh’s words, he sought the LORD.  And he sent for Isaiah the prophet.

v. 4 - notice here Hezekiah’s heart for God and God’s reputation.  This is a common refrain for the great saints of 
Scripture.  They care about God’s name being honored.  They are bothered when enemies of the LORD speak against Him and 
His character.  This is an appeal that gets the attention of God.  When you care about Him and seek His face to this end, 
the LORD sees a man or woman who loves Him with their whole heart.  Hezekiah isn’t just praying, “God, they are speaking 
evil of us…”, he is praying “Yahweh, they are speaking evil of You!”
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2 Kings 19:6-7 - Isaiah’s (God’s) Response

Isaiah tells the king that the LORD has indeed heard the blasphemous boasts of Assyria.  He tells that the LORD will 
cause Assyria to return to their land and predicts their (Rabshakeh & Sennacherib) downfall.

2 Kings 19:8-13 - Assyria’s Final Threat To Hezekiah

Rabshakeh rejoins the King of Assyria who is leading forces elsewhere.  Upon arrival, the king receives word that the 
king of Ethiopia (Cush) was preparing an army to counter attack Assyria.  The king plans to meet this attacking army 
but before he does he sends a final message to Hezekiah (v. 10-13).  It is a repetition of the previous words of Rabshakeh. 
Before we think that Isaiah’s words are coming to past and that that king is turning his attention elsewhere, Assyria 
opens up it’s big mouth again letting us know they aren’t ready to go anywhere.

2 Kings 19:14-19 - Hezekiah’s Prayer

This is what you do when you 
are afraid.  This is what you 
do when you are in trouble. 
This is what you do when you 
do not know what to do.  You 
lay your burden down before 
the LORD and seek His face. 
Hezekiah lays out the letter 
from Rabshakeh before LORD.

Hezekiah is not naive nor is he taking his adversary lightly.  He recognizes the might and actions of Assyria to this 
point (v. 17-18).  These verses indicate Hezekiah’s humility.  He knows he cannot win unless the LORD acts.  And so he 
appeals to the LORD’s zeal for His glory in a key verse when he prays:

“So now, O Yahweh our God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
you, O Yahweh, are God alone." (2 Kings 19:19, ESV)

Just like we saw above in verses 4, Hezekiah wants God to be glorified in this.  Even his own rescue and deliverance is 
not his ultimate desire - the honor of the LORD is!

2 Kings 19:20-24 (25-34) - Isaiah's Oracle Against Assyria

This is a message from the LORD, through Isaiah, to the king of Assyria.  His message speaks of who is really in control.

The Assyrians thought they were doing so well because they were powerful.  God says, “isn’t that cute...Assyria, it was 
all my doing, through you…You were just a pawn in my hand, doing what I wanted you to do.”  And now the LORD 
declares that because of Assyria’s arrogance, they too will be brought down low.  You’ve pushed thing too far by 
boasting against me and my people.  The New Living Translation simplifies the remaining message:
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2 Kings 19:25-34 (NLT) - "But have you not heard? I decided this long ago. Long ago I planned it, and now I am 
making it happen. I planned for you to crush fortified cities into heaps of rubble.  26 That is why their people 
have so little power and are so frightened and confused. They are as weak as grass, as easily trampled as 
tender green shoots. They are like grass sprouting on a housetop, scorched before it can grow lush and tall.  27 
"But I know you well-- where you stay and when you come and go. I know the way you have raged against me.  
28 And because of your raging against me and your arrogance, which I have heard for myself, I will put my hook 
in your nose and my bit in your mouth. I will make you return by the same road on which you came."  29 Then 
Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Here is the proof that what I say is true: "This year you will eat only what grows up 
by itself, and next year you will eat what springs up from that. But in the third year you will plant crops and 
harvest them; you will tend vineyards and eat their fruit.  30 And you who are left in Judah, who have escaped 
the ravages of the siege, will put roots down in your own soil and will grow up and flourish.  31 For a remnant 
of my people will spread out from Jerusalem, a group of survivors from Mount Zion. The passionate commitment of 
the LORD of Heaven's Armies will make this happen!  32 "And this is what the LORD says about the king of Assyria: 
"His armies will not enter Jerusalem. They will not even shoot an arrow at it. They will not march outside its 
gates with their shields nor build banks of earth against its walls.  33 The king will return to his own country 
by the same road on which he came. He will not enter this city, says the LORD.  34 For my own honor and for the 
sake of my servant David, I will defend this city and protect it." 

2 Kings 19:35-37 - The Assyria’s Defeated, The LORD’s Word Is True

Sure enough, that very night that the LORD’s angel strikes down 185,000 Assyrian soldiers.  185,000 who had been camped 
around Jerusalem.  And then when Sennacherib, the king of Assyria returned home some time later to his capital city, he 
was killed as he worshipped his idol.  This is what the LORD said through Isaiah, and this is what came to past.

Hezekiah did not shoot one arrow.  The generals of Judah did not mount their horses.  The soldiers of Jerusalem did not 
leave their homes.  The LORD fought the battle because the nation had put their trust in Him.  This is how it was supposed 
to be - the LORD would fight and the people had faith.  The LORD would work as the people worshipped the LORD. 185,000 
Assyrian soldiers were camped outside the city - an army that had destroyed every foe it had faced - and the people of 
Judah do not even lift a finger because the LORD showed His powerful hand.

It is hard not to be impressed by this amazing and miraculous record...But this was actually the way things were 
supposed to be!

Deuteronomy 20:1-4 - "When you go out to battle against your enemies and see horses and chariots and people 
more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, who brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, is with you.  2 "When you are approaching the battle, the priest shall come near and speak to the people. 
3 "He shall say to them, 'Hear, O Israel, you are approaching the battle against your enemies today. Do not be 
fainthearted. Do not be afraid, or panic, or tremble before them,  4 for the LORD your God is the one who goes 
with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'

An amazing day for Judah, and a reminder for us.
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And we also can read of a cool follow-up of this event is recorded in 2 Chronicles 32.  Remember that Hezekiah had 
prayed that the nations would see the power of God when He helped Judah - well, look what happened:

2 Chronicles 32:19-23 - They (Assyria) spoke of the God of Jerusalem as of the gods of the peoples of the earth, 
the work of men's hands.  20 But King Hezekiah and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed about this and 
cried out to heaven.  21 And the LORD sent an angel who destroyed every mighty warrior, commander and officer 
in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned in shame to his own land. And when he had entered the temple 
of his god, some of his own children killed him there with the sword.  22 So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria and from the hand of all others, and 
guided them on every side.  23 And many were bringing gifts to the LORD at Jerusalem and choice presents to 
Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was exalted in the sight of all nations thereafter. 

We see in Hezekiah the model of a great person of faith.  A great leader and a humble God-dependant man.  He laid his own 
concerns before the LORD and protected the hearts of the people around Him through encouragement and truth about the LORD’s 
power.  This is a great example for us.  He did not know what would happen in the end, but he knew the course of action he 
should take.  He sought the LORD.  He was troubled when the LORD was being trashed.  And he painted a vision for the people He had 
influence over that they can and should trust in the God who never fails. 

You may need to model this sort of behavior to the people around you.  Think about your circle of relationships.  Who needs 
encouragement?  Who needs intercession through honest prayer?  Who is afraid and needs to know where to run?  Who needs a 
reminder of the power and victory of the LORD?  Let Hezekiah’s example encourage and inspire you so that you can be a “Hezekiah” 
to someone today.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

