
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 16
2 Kings 16:1-4 - Ahaz, King Of Judah

Idolatry returns, and with demonic zeal.

v. 3 - “made his sons pass through the fire” - There are few things in Scripture worse than this.  This is a description of 
the worship of the evil Canaanite god Molech.  Worshippers of this god would heat up the idol who was often depicted with 
open hands.  Newborn children would then be placed on these burning hands and offered as a sacrifice.  This was so that 
the god would bless the family with additional children and fertility in body and land.  Scholars add that loud drums 
would be played during these ritual services so as to drown out the cries of the children.

This isn’t happening in wacked-out pagan nations.  This is happening in Judah.  This is an indication of how bad things 
are during the reign of Ahaz and the lack of morality and care for the word of the LORD.  It is also clear that in order 
for such evil to be allowed, there is strong demonic influence at work.  It is horrifically sad beyond words.

These practices were the same practices that led to the Canaanites to be driven out of the land to begin with.  If Judah 
is following that pattern, what will become of them?

2 Kings 16:5-6 - War Against Judah

Rezin, the king of Aram (Syria) and Pekah, the king of Israel come against Ahaz in battle.  The set a siege around 
Jerusalem.  While the attacking nations were unable to totally defeat Judah, they were pretty close.  2 Chronicles gives 
us more detail to this time.

2 Chronicles 28:5-15 - Judah’s almost-exile

200,000 people from Judah were nearly exiled to Israel to become their slaves!  If it were not for the intervention of 
the LORD (through His prophet Oded), Judah would have been done!  Ironically the forsaken kingdom of Israel listens to the 
LORD’s words and changes their mind.  Here’s what their leaders concluded:

2 Chronicles 28:13 (NLT) - "You must not bring the prisoners here!" they declared. "We cannot afford to add to 
our sins and guilt. Our guilt is already great, and the LORD's fierce anger is already turned against Israel." 

As difficult as this battle against Aram (Syria) and Israel sounds, there was even more going on during Ahaz’s reign.  2 
Chronicles 28 tells us more:
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2 Chronicles 28:17-19 (NLT) - The armies of Edom had 
again invaded Judah and taken captives.  18 And the 
Philistines had raided towns located in the foothills of 
Judah and in the Negev of Judah. They had already 
captured and occupied Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, 
Soco with its villages, Timnah with its villages, and 
Gimzo with its villages.  19 The LORD was humbling Judah 
because of King Ahaz of Judah, for he had encouraged his 
people to sin and had been utterly unfaithful to the 
LORD. 

So now not only is Jerusalem surrounded by Aram (Syria) and 
Israel, Judah is fighting Aram (Syria)  in the south (Elath) and 
while Edom is attacking in the north along with the Philistines! 
You would think this would be the time Ahaz cries out for help! 
In fact he does!  But not to who you would think...

2 Kings 16:7-9 - Assyria comes to save Ahaz

Ahaz reaches out to Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria for help 
against Aram (Syria).  He sends a letter and “silver and 
gold...found in the house of the LORD and...of the king’s house (v. 
8).”  In turn the king of Assyria went against Damascus, the 
capital city of Aram (Syria), forcing Rezin and his army to leave 
Jerusalem and Judah.

Before we conclude that this was good politics on Ahaz’s part, 2 Chronicles 28 has some additional information:

2 Chronicles 28:16 - At that time King Ahaz sent to the kings of Assyria for help.

2 Chronicles 28:20-21 (NET) - King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria came, but he gave him more trouble than support.  
21 Ahaz gathered riches from the LORD's temple, the royal palace, and the officials and gave them to the king of 
Assyria, but that did not help.

Now pressed in the north, south, east and west, Ahaz is at another point of decision.  He’s already cried out to Assyria 
for help, which came with mixed results.  Now, finally now, is when he will cry out to the LORD, the God of his father’s 
for help right?!  This is what all of the kings do, they mess around with idols for a while but then turn to the LORD in 
their time of need...but...not Ahaz.

2 Chronicles 28:22 - Now in the time of his distress this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful to the LORD.

Hard to believe.  And the verses that follow show us just what this unfaithfulness looked like.
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2 Kings 16:10-16 - The New Altar

While in Damascus paying tribute to Tiglath-pileser who had just taken over the city, Ahaz saw a great altar that was 
used in Damascus to worship their gods. Damasus was the capital city of Aram Syria), the nation Tiglath-pileser just 
defeated.  Ahaz was so impressed by this altar that he gets blueprints made of the altar which are sent back to 
Jerusalem.  The priest of the LORD’s house starts working to replicate this new altar so it can be ready to be seen and 
used by Ahaz upon his return home.

Ahaz returns and is so pleased with the new altar and the priest’s work that he orders for the daily sacrifices of the 
temple to be made on this new altar.  He orders the original altar, the bronze altar of the LORD, to be placed on the 
side of the new altar.

Ahaz wants to keep the bronze altar (the LORD’s altar) for him to “inquire by”.  In other words he wants to keep the LORD 
on hand in case he wants to get some help or info from Him.  But his central place to worship will be on the Damascus 
altar in the center of the temple.

Wow.

What motivated Ahaz’s decision?  2 Chronicles 28 tells us that as well:

2 Chronicles 28:23 (NLT) - He offered sacrifices to the gods of Damascus who had defeated him, for he said, 
"Since these gods helped the kings of Aram, they will help me, too, if I sacrifice to them." But instead, they led 
to his ruin and the ruin of all Judah.

Ahaz worshipped the gods of Damascus, a city that had just been defeated by Assyria because Aram had had success when 
they fought against Judah. That does not makes a lot of sense.

We closed 2 Kings 15 seeing the beginnings of Israel’s exile and wondering how far away Judah might be from total 
destruction.  The reign of Ahaz is not a good indicator of where things are heading.  More on this later.  First we have 
to continue on and see the additional abominations of Ahaz.

2 Kings 16:17-20 - Additional Changes To The Temple

Ahaz ordered for additional changes to be made in the temple and the items that were divinely ordered by the LORD.  He 
changes these things (the sea, the utensils, the altar) “because of the king of Assyria.”  To put it bluntly - Ahaz is 
pathetic.  Ahaz is making his own choices but he is not free.  He is trying to please the king of Assyria, the gods of 
Aram (Syria).

What a horrid time in Judah.  There are a number of lesson for us to glean from the text.

Most importantly, we cannot worship God on our terms.  We cannot change His plans and His ways.  When we change the way He 
should be worshipped to fit our needs, wants or preferences, we cease to worship the LORD.  Ahaz still showed up at the right 
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building, at the right time and offered sacrifices of animals and grains, but He places them on an altar that was foreign and 
pagan.  And he moved the LORD’s altar in to the corner to keep around in case of an emergency. 

And he worships the gods of the nations around him because he thought they would help him.  He saw something in the lives of the 
idolaters around him that he wanted and so he was willing to become an idolater himself.  He was looking for immediate relief in 
things that would lead to his destruction rather than drinking at the fountain of living waters. 

Humanity still does this.  We turn to drugs for immediate high rather than waiting on God for peace.  We turn to sexual 
immorality rather than following God’s way and finding satisfaction and pleasure.  We don’t look at the ways these idols will 
hurt us when we make these decisions, we just look at what we can get from them up front.

One of the worst parts of Ahaz’s story is that he didn’t remove all of the objects of the LORD’s temple, he just moved them around 
and changed them.  It would appear from the surface that the LORD’s worship could still continue.  But while the items of true 
worship were still near, the heart of the king and the priest were far from the God of their fathers.

A question that we don’t often ask is “what do you think Yahweh thought of this?”  What do you think God’s opinion of such an 
act was?  Does that ever figure into our thinking and influence our decisions?    What does God think about our religious 
devotion?  What does God think about the way our relationships are?  What does God think about the place we currently give him 
in our lives?  What does God think about the way we spend our money or time?  What does God think about our entertainment 
choices?  What does God think about how we treat and care for others?

You see living for and loving the LORD includes the idea that we love Him with all of our minds...if we are not thinking about Him 
and His ways, His renown, His standards, His love, His holiness and the like, then who is the one influencing our thoughts and 
decisions?  We may not bow to an idol or seek counsel from a witch, but are we creating a god of our own imagination by 
default simply by running our own lives and keeping the LORD on hand in case things don’t work out?

Or are we praying and living a life of surrender, where our minds and hearts are offering our plans and actions to God, saying 
“not my will by yours be done…”?

What’s Next:

2 Kings 17 is going to describe the final days of the northern kingdom of Israel.  They are going to be destroyed and exiled into 
a foreign land, never to be heard from again.  They aren’t going to stay in captivity for a few years, seek the LORD and then 
return to their homes.  They are done.  Cut off.  They had been recipients of God’s mercy time and time again but have finally 
rejected Him for the final time.  And from the sound of it, Judah, the southern kingdom which has done a little better at times, is 
not far behind their northern kingdom cousins.

The reign of Ahaz is much more characteristic of a pagan nation than it is the covenant people of Abraham and David.  But 
chapter 16 leaves us hanging.  Will they heed the words of the prophets of the LORD and turn back to their maker?  Will they 
continue to follow the ways of Ahaz?  We will learn of their trajectory as we return to their story in 2 Kings 18 during the 
reign of a king named Hezekiah.
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