
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 12
2 Kings 11:21-12:3 - Reign Of Joash (aka Jehoash)

2 Kings 12:4-8 - Money For The Priests & Temple Repairs

This is a good indication of the heart of Joash (Jehoash).  He wants to make sure that the temple of the LORD is repaired and 
stewarded well.  He commands that some of the money that the nation would contribute to the temple (ex: free will 
offerings, tithes or paying vows) would go to the temple repairs and upkeep.  This money also was to go to the priests for 
their needs.

However, after a period of time, the house of the LORD is still in disarray.  This “honor” system wasn’t working.

We learn more about this record from the parallel story in 2 Chronicles 24.

2 Chronicles 24:4-7 - Joash’s Zeal To Repair The House

v. 5 - “but the Levites did not act quickly”

2 Kings 12:9 - Jehoiada’s New System

Once they set up a system to collect and separate the money, it worked out tremendously well.

2 Chronicles 24:8-12 - The New System Works Great

2 Kings 12:10-16 - The Money Used To Pay The Laborers

The money collected goes to pay the men working on the temple repairs and only after they are paid will additional money go 
to the priests.  These laborers were faithful and trustworthy men and as a result “did not require an accounting” (v. 15).  
The priests needed an accounting but the construction workers didn’t!  Faithfulness is shown in daily tasks in our lives, and 
not just in overtly spiritual moments.

Up to this point, the writer of 2 Kings indicates that the first things to be repaired were the structural needs of the temple, 
and not the “sacred items” listed in v. 13.  However, 2 Chronicles will finish the work with these items being made.

2 Chronicles 24:13-14 - Sacred Items Restored

2 Chronicles 24:15-16 - Jehoiada Dies

Jehoiada was a faithful high priest.  Through the devotion of him and his wife, they ensured the Davidic dynasty continued 
with their rescue and raising of Joash (2 Kings 11).  He renewed the covenant with the people and the king and lastly oversaw 
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the restoration of the temple and the national worship of Yahweh.  He was 130 when he died and was honored at death with a 
burial in the place of the kings.

2 Chronicles 24:17-19 - The nation returns to idols

It is clear from these verses that the people’s commitment to the LORD was dependant on Jehoiada, rather than Joash.  Soon 
after his death, the nation returns to idols.  Just like in the days before, God would send prophets to call the people back to 
Him and rebuke their rulers.  One of the prophets called at this time was Jehoiada’s son…

2 Chronicles 24:20-22 - Zechariah’s Prophecy

Zechariah’s message was one of judgement upon the people.  He said “because you have forsaken the LORD, He has also forsaken 
you” (v. 20).  This caused rage to rise in the hearts of the people, and in particular in the heart of the king.  Joash, the boy 
prince spared and raised by Jehoiada, calls for his son to be stoned.

When queen Athaliah was to be killed, the people brought her out of the temple so as to not defile the holiness of the courts. 
That idea came from Jehoiada, the high priest.  And now, in that same place his own son is murdered by the people.

All of this happened because “Joash the king did not remember the kindness which...Jehoiada had shown him” (v. 22). More on 
this later.

So now we are left with Judah, under the reign of king Joash, “forsaken by the LORD” because they had forsaken Him and His 
commandments.  How is life in the nation without the LORD’s protection?  The Arameans show up on the scene just in time to 
show us.

2 Kings 12:17-18 - Joash Pays Off Hazael, King of Aram

Joash (Jehoash) had restored the sacred and precious items of the temple, but he uses them to pay off Hazael rather than 
worship the LORD.

2 Chronicles 24:23-27 - But Wait, There’s More...

While it appears that Joash is initially able to “pay off” the Arameans, this doesn’t work for long.  They apparently return 
(or never really retreat) and defeat Judah.

Make no mistake, this Aramean victory is not a coincidence.  This is God’s doing.  2 Chronicles 24:22 tells us that this 
happened in response to Zechariah’s dying prayer “may the LORD see and avenge…”  And verse 24 declares:

2 Chronicles 24:24-25 (NLT) - Although the Arameans attacked with only a small army, the LORD helped them conquer 
the much larger army of Judah. The people of Judah had abandoned the LORD, the God of their ancestors, so judgment 
was carried out against Joash.  25 The Arameans withdrew, leaving Joash severely wounded. But his own officials 
plotted to kill him for murdering the son of Jehoiada the priest. They assassinated him as he lay in bed. Then he was 
buried in the City of David, but not in the royal cemetery.
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v. 24 - A “small number of men” are able to defeat a “very great army” because the LORD had forsaken the supposed “very 
great army”.  Yet again the people of God learn that the only thing that makes them “great” is their “great God”.  Without 
Him Judah was nothing.  Without Him Israel was nothing.  Without Him we are nothing.

Joash was unfaithful to the LORD after Jehoiada’s death.  As a result he is not buried in the king’s tomb.  If you remember, 
perhaps his royal tomb, the place of honor, is already occupied by the one who really lead God’s people - Jehoiada (v. 16).

Two things I would like to highlight from this story, woven between 2 Kings 12 and 2 Chronicles 24.

1 - Give To God First.  The actions of the temple repairs and the collection and distribution of the money is a good lesson for us 
about our offering (tithing, etc) to God and the management of our finances and resources.  It is an important principle to give to 
the LORD and His work from the “fruits” of our labors.  Yet we can often be faced with the temptation to first take care of ourselves 
and give to the LORD what is left over from that.  Whether our money or our energies, this temptation is real. 

The priests were given the money for the temple repairs and yet their first took care of their own needs and planned to leave the rest 
for God’s work.  Yet this isn’t how things work.  If we care for our own needs first and then give to God what is “leftover” we will 
likely repeat what we read in this story.  We can always find someway to use our money or resources on ourselves.  That is why I 
believe we should give to God first and then leave the rest for our needs.  Time and time again in my own life I have seen that when I 
practice generosity and giving this way, God takes care of my needs beyond what I think I have “left.”  The priest should have given 
to God first and quickly and the LORD’s house would have been cared for - and their needs would have been met too.  If we do it the 
other way around, we may find ourselves fed and clothed while God’s work left in need of repair.

2 - Remember what the LORD and Others have done for you.  Joash murders Zechariah because he forgot the kindness of his father.  He 
had not recounted daily and often the goodness of God in his life.  When we do not remain thankful, grateful and mindful of how God 
has provided for us, delivered us, cared for us and loves us, we will be tempted to go places in our heart and mind we should not go. 
It may seem like the distance between being thankful and murdering someone (as Joash did to Zechariah) are far.  And they are.  But 
the Bible tells us that the reason Joash was even able to reach that point of sin was because “Joash the king did not remember the 
kindness which his father Jehoiada had shown him (2 Chron 24:22).”  Don’t assume because you aren’t murdering someone that you 
aren’t in danger of sinning against the LORD because you have forgotten his kindness towards you. 

The same is true about our relationships with other people.  When we forget to be grateful for our spouses and children, our family, 
our church, our jobs, etc...we can become hard hearted towards them.  Sure these relationships aren’t perfect and our perspective on 
them don’t always include rainbows and unicorns...but as soon as we stop being thankful and remember how God has blessed us, the 
hardness of our hearts will lead to hurtful words, coldness, bitterness, and ungodly dreams of other and better scenarios.  You may 
not stone someone this afternoon, but what road will your lack of gratitude lead you? 

It is a good practice (and would have served Joash well) to tell ourselves to remember the things we have to be thankful for.  I think 
that is what David was telling himself to do when he wrote:

Psalm 103:2 - Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits;

Psalm 103:2 (NLT) -  Let all that I am praise the LORD; may I never forget the good things he does for me.
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