
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 11
The house of Ahab is no more. Jezebel is dead.  Jehu has made Baal worship a minority religion in Israel.  But there still is little fear 
of the LORD in the land.  Jehu proves (as we learned in 2 Kings 10) to be zealous in his work but a dud in his worship.

Meanwhile back in Judah, the kingdom itself is reeling from the death of their king, Ahaziah.

2 Kings 9:27-29 (NLT) - When King Ahaziah of Judah saw what was happening, he fled along the road to Beth-haggan. Jehu 
rode after him, shouting, "Shoot him, too!" So they shot Ahaziah in his chariot at the Ascent of Gur, near Ibleam. He was 
able to go on as far as Megiddo, but he died there.  28 His servants took him by chariot to Jerusalem, where they buried him 
with his ancestors in the City of David.  29 Ahaziah had become king over Judah in the eleventh year of the reign of Joram 
son of Ahab.

Ahaziah was the son in law of Ahab and was part of the judgment upon Ahab’s house.  We’ve been waiting for decades for some good 
news.  Finally though, on the heels of chaos and tragedy, hope will spring forth.

2 Kings 11:1-3 - Queen Athaliah Ascends To Throne

Ahaziah’s mother was Athaliah.  Let’s remember what we know about the two of them already.:

2 Kings 8:26-27 - Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And 
his mother's name was Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri king of Israel.  27 He walked in the way of the house of 
Ahab and did evil in the sight of the LORD, like the house of Ahab had done, because he was a son-in-law of the 
house of Ahab.

Now we learn that upon the news of her son’s death she “destroyed all the royal offspring” (v. 1), leaving her alone as the 
heir to the throne.  However, what she does not know is that a sister of Ahaziah (Jehosheba) snatches up her little Nephew 
and hides him safely with the priests in the temple (v. 3).  Jehosheba was the daughter of Jehoram (king of Judah), Ahaziah’s 
father.  We also learn in 2 Chronicles 22 that she was Ahaziah’s sister and married to one of the leading priests, Jehoiada:

2 Chronicles 22:11-12 (NLT) - But Ahaziah's sister Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram, took Ahaziah's infant 
son, Joash, and stole him away from among the rest of the king's children, who were about to be killed. She put 
Joash and his nurse in a bedroom. In this way, Jehosheba, wife of Jehoiada the priest and sister of Ahaziah, hid the 
child so that Athaliah could not murder him.  12 Joash remained hidden in the Temple of God for six years while 
Athaliah ruled over the land.

v. 2 - Joash - it is likely that Joash was not a descendant of Ahab, but the son of Ahaziah through a wife other than Ahab’s 
daughter.  While the line of Ahab is being cut off, the royal line of David lives on, even if only in remnant form.

v. 3 - Six years in hiding - It is pretty clear the kind of ruler Queen Athaliah is if Joash is able to be hid in the temple of 
the LORD for 6 years.  Obviously it was not a place she often visited.
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2 Kings 11:4-8 - The Priests Guard The Young Prince

Jehoiada the priest has been hiding the young prince in the temple.  Now that the boy is 7 years old, he is moving around a 
bit more and closely guarded in those instances.  We read a “secret service” level of guarding based on the text.  The 
“Carites” were part of the elite royal guard dating back to David’s day.  The are loyal to the LORD and the house of David 
after Jehoiada shows them the king’s son (v. 4)

Let’s think a little deeper about this record for a moment.  Not only is Joash the only remaining descendant of Ahaziah, he may be the 
the only remaining Davidic descendant!  The line that God covenanted with to ensure an eternal line is left to its last member.  Were 
it not for the shrewd Aunt and wise and stealthy priest, Joash would have died by his grandmother’s hand like the rest of his siblings.

However, a one year old cared for by a faithful princess and her husband a faithful priest is more than enough for God to work in 
and through to ensure His promises remain sure.

Zechariah 4:6 - Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD...'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD 
of hosts.

3 minor characters in the story of God will be the major reason the story continues on.  And isn’t this just like our God?  A shepherd 
boy with 5 stones slays the warrior giant.  A 90 and 100 year old couple become the father and mother of many nations.  The 
stuttering refuge shepherd faces off with Pharaoh and leads a nation out of slavery.  A virgin teenager become the mother of the 
Messiah.  And so on and so on.

This is when God does his best work.  In light of this reminder, let’s not strive to be the biggest and best, let’s strive to be faithful. 
For it is when we are weak and allow his strength to shine through us, He will receive the honor and glory!

2 Kings 11:9-12 - Joash’s Coronation

Surrounded by the elite royal guard in the temple, the priest anoints Joash as the new king!

It is heartwarming to see the name, items, and family of David return to the Biblical narrative we’ve been reading.  In fact 
the name “David” has only appeared 3 times before this in 2 Kings (8:19, 24 & 9:28).  But, what we read now shows us that 
just because we haven’t read about David or his house, or his shields or his bodyguards, does not mean they were not there 
all along - but left unused and unnamed.

2 Kings 11:13-16 - Queen Mother Is Not Happy

Athaliah is shocked and angry upon her entrance into the temple. She comes in and sees the child-king, crown and all, 
standing by one of the great pillars of Solomon’s Temple.  Additionally, the text (v. 14) indicates all of this was in line 
with the “custom”

“The emphasis on custom is important in a context where the authors are trying to stress the legitimacy of Joash’s 
claim to the throne; the coronation takes place in line with law and custom, and in full view of the people of the 
land.” (ESV Study Bible Note, 2 Kings 11:14)

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


Jehoiada orders the guard to seize her and put her to death (along with anyone who followed her per v. 15), although outside 
of the temple area.

2 Kings 11:17-20 - Joash’s Covenant With The LORD & The People

“A covenant between the LORD and the king and the people” - at last!  This echos back to how the king should be ruling.  We 
have nearly forgotten after all of the wicked kings, especially in Israel.  The covenant is a renewal of how things were 
supposed to be: “that they would be the LORD’s people”. In addition, they resumed royally-ordained worship of the LORD at the 
temple.  2 Chronicles 23 tells us:

2 Chronicles 23:18 - Moreover, Jehoiada placed the offices of the house of the LORD under the authority of the 
Levitical priests, whom David had assigned over the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it 
is written in the law of Moses-- with rejoicing and singing according to the order of David.

At last, the songs and Psalms of David were being sung in Jerusalem once again.

Along with this covenant of commitment to Yahweh came a rejection of idolatry, as the people torn down the house of Baal, 
killed the priest of Baal, and broke the altar and images of Baal (v. 18).

Remarkable to think of a seven year old king taking the lead on this.  He was fortunate to have a counselor like Jehoiada.

2 Kings 11:21-12:3 - The Reign Of Joash

Joash (aka Jehoash) became king and reigned for 40 years.  He served and worshipped the LORD and was assisted in this by 
Jehoiada the priest.  Though the entire nation did not fully stay committed to the covenant they made (there remained “high 
places” in the land which facilitated idol worship), Joash did...as long as Jehoiada was alive (more on this as we look at the 
next chapter).

And as we move on, we will see more into the heart of Joash as we learn of his desire to repair the temple.  The evil rulers 
have ceased and the anointed son of David is singing his “father’s” songs.   For now we can pause, as Jerusalem was able to 
do, rejoicing and at peace.
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