NOON BIBLE STUDY: 1 TIMOTRY 3 (PT 3) & 4 (T 1)

HERE'S A REMINDER OF WHAT WE'VE LEARNED FROM PA FAR. HE HAS TIMOTHY IN EPHESUS TO HELP STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH. HE'S CONCERNED
ABOUT FALSE TEACHERS AND THEIR TEACHING AND HOW IT (O ULD TURN THE CHURCH AWAY FROM THE LOVE AND WAY OF CHRIST. HE OUTLINES
MPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING THE CHURCH - SPEAK TO GENDER ROLES AND ASSIGNMENTS AND THEN DESCRIBING WHO AND WHAT TO LOOK
FOR INCHURCH LEADERS, SPECIFICALLY ELDERS/OVERSEERS AND DEACONS,

AS HE CONCLUDES CHAPTER 5 HE WILL TELL TIMOTHY (AND US) WHY THE PROPER ORDER AND ACTIVITY OF THE CHURCH IS IMPORTANT, NAMELY,
WE'RE NOT REPRESENTING OURSELVES, WE'RE REPRESENTING OUR KING. AS CONTINUES IN WHAT WE CALL CHAPTER 4, HE RETURNS TO POINTING

OUT WHAT THREATENS THE UNITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CHURCH.

} TIMOTHY 3:14-16 - HOUSEHOLD MATTERS

PRUL IS WRITING THIS AS A STANDARD AND GUIDE FOR CHURCH LEADERSHIP, WHICH HE REFERENCES AS "THE HOUSEHOLD OF 60D (V.

15)" INTERESTINGLY, PAUL HAD HOPED THAT HE COULD HAVE DONE SOME OF THIS WORK IN PERSON ("1 HOPE TO COME TO YOU...V. 14), BUT Ht
WROTE THIS LETTER SO THAT TIMOTHY COULD BEGIN THIS IMPORTANT WORK " !N CASE HE WAS DELAYED (V. 15)." FORTUNATELY FOR IS, THE DELAY
OF PAUL PRODUCES THIS WRITING FOR US.

715 THE CRURCH OF GOD THAT PAUL BELIEVES WILL UPHOLD AND REPRESENT GOD'S TRUTH AND GOD'S RIGHT WAY ON THE EARTH. TS IMPORTANT
T0 HAVE LERDERS THAT MODEL THIS WAY AND THIS TRUTH IN THER LIVES U[ REWND THEM OF THE GREAT UNIFIER OF THIS FAMILY. THE

HUR(H S THE PILLAR AND SUPPORT (FOUNDATION) OF GOD'S TRUTH THE\J PILLAR™ HERE 15 SIGNTFICANT. JORN STOTT SAYS THIS:

"THE WORD S7Y/05 MEANS "PILLAR™ OR "COLV THE P PILLARS 1S NOT ONLY T0 HOLD THE ROOF FIRM, BUT TO THRUST IT HIGH

SO 1T CAN BE CLEARLY SEEN EVEN FROM DMRN( b THE | H W\NTSO FEPHESUS HAD A VIVID HUSTRRHONO THIS IN THEIR TEMPLE T0
DIANA (XA ARTEMIS) REGARDED AS ONE OF THE SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD, T BOASTED 100 [ONIC COLUMNS, EACH OVER 5FT fIGH,
WHICH TOGETHER LIFTED TS MASSIVE HINING MARBLE ROOF. JUST SO, THE CHURCH HO DS THE TRUTH HIGH, SO THAT IT 15 SEEN F\ND
ADMIRED B THE WORLD. INDEED, A PILLARS LIFT A BUILDING HIGH WHILE REMAINING UNSEEN THEMSELVES, SO THE CHURCH'S FUNCTION IS NOT
10 ADVERTISE [TSELF BUT TO ADVERTISE AND DISPLAY THE TRUTH " (JOKN RV STOU "THE MESSAGE OF V TIMOTHY & TITUS", PAGE 97)

“COMMON CONFESSION™ 15 ALL ONE GREEK WORD (Opodoyovpévag #MI-10600-HENDS) Wi !( BASICALLY MEANS SRYING THE SAME
THING. THE CHURCH OF 60D 15 UNHED BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST. JEWS AND GENTILES ARE UNITED UNDER CHRIST, (A FACT SUPER RELEVANT T0
PRUL'S AUDIENCE), MEN AND WOMEN, AMERICAN, IRANIAN, UXRAINIAN AND RUSSIAN DISCIPLES RHK THE MESSIAK HAS CALLED US AND HE 1
OUR LORD AND SAVIOR

THE PHRASE “MYSTERY OF GODLINESS' ( SIMILAR TO THE AFOREMENTIONED "MYSTERY OF THE FRITH™ IN 3:9), "IS A REFERENCE TO THE REVEALED
TRUTHS OF T HE CHRISTIAN FAITH (NET BIBLE)", REFERRING TO "THE ENTIRE CONTENT OF GOD'S REVEALED PLAN OF SALVATION (ESV STUDY BIBLE) *
THIS IDER OF "THE MYSTERY™ IS FREQUENTLY USED BY PAUL TO SPEAK OF GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION

'S " COMMON CONFESSION™ RELATE TO JESUS CHRIST  SOME HAVE SUGGESTED [T 1S

HE STRUCTURE OF THE PHRASES IN THE [TEMS LISTED IN PAV
UTLINES THE MINISTRY AND WORK OF CHRIST. THE MOST COMMONLY HELD VIEW IS THAT

EARLY CREEDAL STATEMENT WAICH CHRONOLOGICALLY 0
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[T WAS AN ERRLY POEM OR

HYMN H H UNITES THE NATURAL AND SPIRITY
BROKEN DOWN INTO THR COUPLETT

AL TRUTHS ABOUT OUR KING. COMMENTATORS SUGGEST IT COULD BE
ETTES, EACH HIGHLIGHTING A SPIRITUAL AND NATURRL TRUTH:

HEWAO WAS REVEALED 1N THE FLESH
WAS TINDICATED 1N THE SPIRIT

SEEN 8Y ANGHS
PROCLATIED AMONG THE NATIONS,

FHIEVED ON I THE WoRLD
TAKEN 07 IV 610RY

THIS PROCLAMATION 1S TRUE BUT [T 1S ALSO GREAT. 1T 1S WHAT THE WORLD HAS BEEN LONGING FOR 1T IS WHAT GOD'S PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
WAITING FOR. AND OR THE CONTEXT OF TIMOTHY'S CHURCH IN EPRESUS, THE SRLVATION PLAN OF GOD 1S A GREAT, A POWERFUL CONTRAST T0
THE CATCHPHRASE OF EPHESUS "GREAT IS DIANA/ARTEMIS OF THE EPHESIANS™ (ACTS 19:28, 34)

) TIMOTHY 4:3-5 - DECEIT & HOW TO COMBAT IT

0 - WHAT DOES THIS SECTION INDICATE PAUL WAS CONCERNED ABOUT?
0 - WHAT WAS PAUL'S RESPONSE TO THE FALSE TEACHING OF FORBIDDING MARRIAGE AND ABSTAINING FROM FOOD?

[T APPEARS THAT SOME WERE TEACHING THRT ABSTAINING FROM THINGS 15 WHAT MADE ONE HOLY. NOT BEING MARRIED OR ABSTAINING FROM
SEX) OR NOT EATING CERTAIN FOOD WOULD MAKE ONE GODLY.  THAT'S NOT FOUND IN THE TEACHING OF JESUS OR IS GOSPEL

IN CONTRAST TO THE UNIFYING TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL, PAUL RETURNS TO POINTING OUT THE CONTENT AND RAMIFICATIONS OF THE FALSE TERCHERS
THREATENING THE CHURCH. AT FIRST GLANCE, THE THINGS MENTIONED IN THIS SECTION SEEM PRETTY FAR OUT. FOR EXAMPLE, HOW COULD
SOMEONE ARRIVE AT THE PLACE OF TERCHING THAT MARRIAGE, RATHER THAN SOMETHING CREATED BY 60D, WOULD Bt FORBIDDEN BY 60D

THE ANSWERT DECEITFUL SPIRITS AND THEIR DOCTRINES AND THE RESULTS OF THE YPOCRISY OF LIARS (4:1-2)

| WONDER [F THE EXACT CONTENT OF THE FALSE TERCHINGS AND BELIEFS ARE AS IMPORTANT RS THE CAJSES AND Z474WA S WHICK ALLOW FOR
ARRIVAL AT THOSE FALSERO0DS.

DECEITFUL SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES OF DEMONS - T
REALM. THE DEVIL HIMSELF IS AT WORK IN THE W

THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FREED FROM HIS DOMAIN TH
MARRIAGE OR ABSTAINING FROM FOOD THAT 6OD (
FROM THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL 1T SEEMS ABSURD TO US LOOKING IN, BUT [T SPEAXS TO T
THE GREAT LIAR OUR ADVERSARY  THE EVIL ONE TAXES ADVANTAGE OF THE CULTURAL ATMOSPHERE AND DECEIVES.

CES OF THE SPIRITUAL

FIRST SOURCE OF THIS FALSEROOD 1S THE DARK AND EVIL FORCES OF

bl ERSON AND ESPECIALLY
LAC
|

t FOR
LD DETERMINED TO DECEIVE, CONFUSE, AND ANTAGONIZE EVERY
(ll H THE GOSPEL. SO HOW DO YOU ARRIVE AT SOME DE RHNGED
EATED? THE SAME WAY YOU ARRIVE AT THE PLACE WHERE YOV

£ LIKE FORBIDDING
NG TS OKAY T0 AT
WER OF THE LIES OF

i £S5 0
0RLD P
ROU )
b 0V TH
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HYPOCRISY OF LIARS - WHEN PRESUMED TEACHERS OF
INTERNAL CHARACTER CAN OFTEN BEGIN TO CORRUP
PROCLAIMED GOD'S LAW BUT BROKE 1T THEMSELVE

RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE LIVING IN SIN - THEY ARE LIVING DECEITFULLY. SUCH R CORRUPTED
UPT THER T F\(HING THE PHARISEES OF JESUS” DAY ARE OFTEN [F\HEDH POCRITES.  THEY
S MANY CORRUPT TEACHERS WILL TWIST AND BEND SCRIPTURE ATTEMPTING TO VALIDATE
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THEIR OWN SINFUL BERAVIOR. AS A RESULT, OTHERS WILL FOLLOW AND BE DRAWN AWAY FROM GOD'S WAY. PAUL WROTE ELSEWHERE THAT
THE PEOPLE 0 H WORLD SIN SO MUCH THAT THEY EVENTUALLY LOSE THE ABILITY TO BE CONVICTED OR FEEL THAT WHF\T THEY ARE DOING IS
WRONG (EPH SH\NS 119) - HERE HE USES THAT SAME IDER FOR THE FALSE TEACHERS, SAYING THEIR "CONSCIENCES™ ARE "SEARED™

SO [F DEMONIC FORCES ARE AGAINST IS AND WORKING HARD TO INFLUENCE US DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY THROUGH HYPOCRITICAL LIARS, HOW DO WE
COMBAT THIS? SOME SUGGESTIONS:

1 - THE SPIRIT & THE SCRIPTURE & SIMPLICITY

WE NEED TO PRAY FOR WISDOM AND DISCERNMENT JESUS SAID THAT THE PROMISED SPIRIT WOULD LEAD US TO THE TRUTH, BRING TO 0UR
REMEMBRANCE HIS WORDS, AND TEACH AND GUIDE E HAVE THE HOLY SCRIPTURE T0 READ AND STUDY AND CONSULT ~ GREATER IS HE THAT
?S ?N U5 THAN HE HF\T S IN THE WORLD. AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY DEMON WILL BOW . FOR IS TODAY WE HRVE ACCESS TO THE BIBLE

NEVER BEFOREL HAVING HABITUAL PRACTICES OF THESE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES WILL PROTECT US FROM THE DEVIL'S SCHEMES. IF THE

SPRIT
0L

|
THR EAT 15 9P IRITU L IN NATURE, 1T REQUIRES A SPIRITUAL SOLUTION

ALSO, THINK ABOUT HOW PAUL RESPONDS TO THE ABSTAINING FROM FOOD 1SSUE HE ESSENTIRLLY SAYS: "COME ON GUYS WE KNOW THAT
EVERYTHING GOD RS GIVEN US 15 600D GOD ISN'T ABOUT ABSTAINING FROM THE GOOD THINGS HE HAS GIVEN HIS PEOPLEY REMEMBER WHAT
THE WORD OF 60D SAYS AND PRAY THAT GOD WILL SANCTIEY WHAT YOU DO AND EATY" CANT YOU JUST [MAGINE ON OF THE READERS

i

GOING: "0 YEAAL..." 1 WM NOT TRYING TO MINIMIZE THE SPIRITUAL THREAT AGAINST THE CHURCH, BUT SOMETIMES THE SIMPLICITY OF
GOD'S TRUTH IS ALL THAT IS REQUIRED TO COMBAT ERROR AND FALSEHOOD

7 - THE CHURCH: COMMUNITY & CHARACTER

[SOLATION 15 A WONDERFUL WAY TO BE SET UP FOR DECEPTION.  SOMEONE SAID RECENTLY: "CONNECTION IS PROTECTION * BEING A PART OF A
GODLY CHURCH FAMILY 1S IMPORTANT IN DISCERNING TRUTH AND ERROR. HAVING PEOPLE TO PRAY AND STUDY WITH AND WHO OFFER A
DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE THAN YOUR OWN MIND'S ECHO CHAMBER IS REALLY IMPORTANT OFTEN THOSE WHO HAVE TROUBLE RECEIVING
CORRECTIONS OR DON'T WANT TO CONSULT OR WORK WITH OTHERS WHO DON'T AGREE WITH THEM WILL LEAVE A CHURCH AND POTENTIALLY DO
THE DEVIL'S WORK FOR HiM

ALSO, IT°S SIGNIFICANT THAT THESE WF\RN!NGS COME ON THE HEELS OF THE CHAPTER ON THE CHARACTER OF CHURCH LEADERS. IF ONE IS
PRIRITIZING CHARACTER AND CHRIST-LIKENESS IN THE LEADERS AND TERCHERS OF THE CHURCH, A HYPOCRITICAL LIAR WILL HAVE A HARDER
TIME BEING A PERSON OF INFLUENCE! SADH WE OFTEN PRIORITIZE CHRRISMA, PREACHING ABILITY, ACADEMIC TRAINING OR PERSONAL
PREFERENCES IN OUR LEADERS AND ARE THEN SUSCEPTIBLE TO TROUBLE AND OUR LEADERS U\N LACK THE ACCOUNTABILITY THAT WILL HELD
THEM STAY GROUNDED  IF THE THREAT IS FROM OTHER PEOPLE (FALSE TEACHERS), THEN PEOPLE ARE REQUIRED TO COMBAT THIS.

T TIMOTHY 4:6-10 - SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE, LABOR AND WORK

PRUL WANTS THE CHURCH TO "POINT THESE THINGS OUT™ (V. 6) SO THAT WE DON'T LET ANYTHING DRAW US AWAY FROM THE FAITH THOUGH PAVL
SAYS THESE THINGS WILL HAPPE N N "LATER TIME S AS WE KNOW AND HE KNEW, THOSE LATER TIMES HAVE ALREADY BEGUN  HE WF\NTS U5 70
"HAVE NOTHING TO DO (REJECT) WORLDLY FABLES™ BUT INSTEAD BE DISCIPLINED, AN IMPORTANT VIRTUE OF THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS THE
SPIRITUAL LIFE DOES NOT HAPPEN Y ACCIDENT.

0 - WHAT DOES [T MEAN TO HAVE A DISCIPLINED LIFE?
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0 - HOW DOES DISCIPLINE CONTRIBUTE TO A HEALTHY LIFE BOTH PHYSICALLY AND SPIRITURLLY?

UR SALY
ARFARE,
M GODLY
THE GIF

1S CHAPTER ALONE - THE WORK OF DISCERNMENT, THE
ALSEROOD AND THINGS THAT WILL TAKE OUR
EXPERTENCED GOD'S GRACE wAATTO DO THIS WORK SO

VATION BUT WE DO HAVE WORK AFTER SALVATION JUST FROM TH
THE WORK OF POINTING OUT ERROR, THE WORK OF REJECTING F
AND ETERNAL MATTERS. THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SRVED AND EX

FTTHEY HAVE RECEIVED

WE DON'T WORK FOR
WORH PRITUAL
ATTENTION AWAY F

t

0% 0
[
0
RS T0 STEWARD WELL

b
L

PRUL USES WORKS LIKE "LABOR AND STRIVING™ AND COMPARES IT 10 "BODILY DISCIPLINE"™ WHICH USES THE WORD (yupuvaaiar 6 04-1AS/A)
FOR ERERCISE AND ATHLETIC TRAINING. THAT'S THE MIND PICTURE HE PAINTS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IN THE PRESENT EVIL AGE WE'LL DISCUSS
MORE ABOUT PAUL'S CALL FOR DISCIPLINE AND DISCERNMENT NEXT TIME

AYING FOR IT, LOOKING FOR 1T IF REV
. THERE 1S NO PLAN SPELLE D tD OUT IN S(R

SOME CLOSING THOUGHTS. A LOT OF TALK OF REVIVAL RIGHT NOW. b IAL
URC )
MONSTRATION OF THE GOSPEL, APART FROM THE
T1 Dl
()

WE
COMES, WILL 1T BE PERSONAL? YES. BUT 1T WILL RLSO BE WITHIN THE
WHICH FORESHS PERSONAL SALVATION AND TRANSF ORMATION NOR TH

ERE LONGING FOR 1T, P
FAMILY AND THE H R
ROCLAMATION AND DE
PLE - BUT DON'T FORGE
/AN THE CRIRCH

TURE
il
CHURCH. OF COURSE WE DON'T MEAN THE BUILDING, WE MEAN THE P ( LLAR
P HE RU H S NOT A PERSON - 1T°S PEOPLE. H\RE CHUR

HE S

¥ THOUGHT "I AM A FAMILY")

THAT TH CHURCH, THE £ NDATION AND
WE

1,
AS MUCH AS WE ARE A FAMILY (AS OPPOSED TO

ThE 9
ol
(0

0
THE
ES FROM THE GOSPEL. YET, WE LIVE IN'A WORLD FILLED WITH MANY DENOMINATIONS, MANY DISTINCTIVES AND
DIFFERENCES - SOME OF WHICH ARE GOOD, SOME WHIC HAR ThIY H\ . SOME WHI(H ARE TROUBLESOME BUT WE CAN STILL RECOGNIZE THAT THERE
IS LARGE GROUP OF PEOPLE SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, UNDER DIFFERENT HEADINGS AND NAMES WHO ARE BELIEVER'S IN AND FOLLOWERS
L

OF KING JESUS. WE NEED TO CALL OUT ERROR AND POINT O\H WRONG AND FALSE TEACHING. AND WE RLSO NEED TO RECOGNIZE THRT PEOPLE IN
OTHER CHURCH BUILDINGS ARE PART OF GOD'S HOUSEHOLD (3:15) AND OUR APPROACK TO SUCK PEOPLE AND MATTERS OUGHT TO REFLECT THAT

THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH COMES
|
LES

ERE ARE BIBLICAL AND PERSONAL REASONS WHY WE MIGHT FELLOWSHIP
HAT AS WE CONTINUE TO READ PAUL. HOWEVER, MF\NYO H b
UPERFICIAL  NEVERTHELE L SS OUR HEART AND ATTITUDE TO\«JHRDS 0T
AND THE TRUTHS THAT REMINDS IS ALL OF HERE. WE ARE PEOP
HIS LIFE, DEATH, RES\IRRE(HON AND COMING KINGDOM TO TH ENTIRE WO

ITH ONE GROUP OF CHRISTIANS OVER ANOTHER AND WILL EVEN SEE SOME
L REASONS WE CHOOSE TO DIS-FELLOWSHIP OVH% ARE TRIVIAL 08

i WSHIP W
i ERERL RE
HER CHRISTIANS WOULD DO WHL 10 BE MODEL THE HEART OF CHRIST
LEOF T
0RLD

THER
0F T
SUPE

FTER
THE RISEN CHRIST - WE ARE TASKED WH RO LAIMING THE NEWS OF

HOW WONDERFUL FOR THE FORCES OF EVIL WOULD IT B IF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD ABANDONED THEIR CALLING 0R
NEGLECTED THEIR CALLING BECAUSE THEY WERE PREOCCUPIED WITH INTERNAL SQU ABB[ ES AND PREFERENCES. GOD FORBIDT MAY GOD'S SPIRIT LEAD
US AND EMPOWER US TO BE HIS PEOPLE TODAY. WE SERVE A GREAT GOD. LIVE BECAUSE OF A GREAT XING AND HAVE GREAT NEWS TO SPEAK.
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