
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 3 
1 Kings 3:1-3 - Early Stages Of Solomon’s King 
 
 v. 1 - marriage alliance with Pharoah (foreshadow of later problems) 
 
 v. 2 - no consolidated location for the worship of Yahweh 
 
 v. 3 - Solomon loves the LORD. 
 

The act of sacrificing and burning incense in the high places was not an act of full worship of the LORD.  “except he did 
___________” indicates that. 

 
1 Kings 3:4-5 - The LORD appears to Solomon 
 

v. 5 - ask what you wish me to give you - the LORD gives Solomon an open question, allowing him to ask for anything 
from the LORD.  What a moment!  Can you imagine being asked such a question?  What would you ask for? 

 
This is one of the most famous moments in Solomon’s life.  The LORD’s question and Solomon’s subsequent answer are very 
well known.  In fact, this moment will impact Solomon’s early reign specifically and dramatically. 

 
1 Kings 3:6-10 - Solomon’s Request 
 

Solomon recounts the goodness of God and the favor upon David’s family.  He recognizes the great task before him and 
confesses his awareness of the great role he is playing.  

 
14x in verses 6-10 Solomon uses the words “You” or “Yours”.  He calls himself “Your servant” and his subjects “Your 
people”.  Clearly Solomon is aware of the tremendous responsibility he has been entrusted - and as a result, he asks for 
that which is his greatest need. 

 
As a parent, what is your request of the LORD?  As an employer or employee, what do you ask from God?  As a leader, 
what do to desire from God? As a husband or wife, what is your prayer?  

 
“I suggest that verse 10 holds out to us the goal of our praying - to please Yahweh.  In fact, should this not be the intent of 
all our worship, private or public?  The church has gone amuck by forgetting this very principle.  We debate style of worship, 
formal or contemporary, worship teams with mic-power or choirs.  We hear how worship must cater to felt needs.  But it’s all 
(futile).  The goal of worship is to give pleasure to God, the only and true audience.” (Dale Ralph Davis, 1 Kings, Focus on the 
Bible, pg 38) 
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1 Kings 3:11-15 - The LORD’s answer 
 
v. 12-13 - The LORD is so impressed with Solomon’s answer that he promises to give him that which he asked for 
(discernment and wisdom) and he will give him what he has not asked for as well! (riches and honor) 

 
v. 15 - worshipful response 

 
1 Kings 3:16-23 - Two Women, One Baby 
 
1 Kings 3:24-28 - The Wisdom Of Solomon 
 
How does God give someone a wise and understanding heart?  How does God give someone compassion or patience or other spiritual 
virtues that we pray for?  Sometimes after our request is made for these important things, we are placed in situations where 
these characteristics are needed or can be put on display.  Did God give Solomon a special endowment of wisdom, understanding 
and discernment? Yes.  But he also put him in a situation where his wisdom would be needed and where it could be manifested.  
Solomon is going to walk away from this situation saying “wow, God really did give me a heart of wisdom.” 
 

v. 26 - “This order so stirred and alarmed the mother-love of the real mother that she insisted the other woman be given 
the living baby.  if she cannot obtain justice, at least she will secure the life of her child.” (Davis, pg. 39) 

 
v. 28 - and not only would Solomon walk away realizing what God had given him, the nation hears of this and 
recognizes the wisdom and insight of their new king. 

 
Note the observation that the nation made of Solomon after this incident: 
 

1 Kings 3:28 (KJV) - And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they 
saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment. 

 
Compare this to Solomon’s original request 
 

1 Kings 3:9 - "So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil. For 
who is able to judge this great people of Yours?" 

 
Godly and spiritual wisdom is more than just knowing facts or being able to look at a problem and figure it out.  It is that in 
the least, but more than that.  It has a depth and precision that gives evidence to a “higher power” fueling it.  This instance 
with Solomon and the voluminous proverbs and words of wisdom in Proverbs (and elsewhere) testify to this. 
 

Proverbs 1:1-6 - The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:  2 To know wisdom and instruction, To discern 
the sayings of understanding,  3 To receive instruction in wise behavior, Righteousness, justice and equity;  4 To give 
prudence to the naive, To the youth knowledge and discretion,  5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And a 
man of understanding will acquire wise counsel,  6 To understand a proverb and a figure, The words of the wise and 
their riddles. 
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Proverbs 2:6-7 - For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  7 He stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity,  

 
Proverbs 3:13-18 - How blessed is the man who finds wisdom And the man who gains understanding.  14 For her profit is 
better than the profit of silver And her gain better than fine gold.  15 She is more precious than jewels; And nothing you 
desire compares with her.  16 Long life is in her right hand; In her left hand are riches and honor.  17 Her ways are 
pleasant ways And all her paths are peace.  18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all 
who hold her fast.  

 
Proverbs 4:5-8 - Acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding! Do not forget nor turn away from the words of my mouth.  6 "Do 
not forsake her, and she will guard you; Love her, and she will watch over you.  7 "The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire 
wisdom; And with all your acquiring, get understanding.  8 "Prize her, and she will exalt you; She will honor you if 
you embrace her.  

 
Proverbs 8:11 - "For wisdom is better than jewels; And all desirable things cannot compare with her. 

 
Proverbs 9:10-11 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.  
11 For by me your days will be multiplied, And years of life will be added to you.  

 
Proverbs 16:16 - How much better it is to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen above silver. 

 
Proverbs 19:8 - He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; He who keeps understanding will find good. 

 
Proverbs 24:14 - Know that wisdom is thus for your soul; If you find it, then there will be a future, And your hope will 
not be cut off.  

 
We too can (and should) ask for wisdom.  In fact wisdom is greatly needed by all of God’s people in this generation.  God promises 
to give us wisdom when we ask: 
 

James 1:5 - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and 
it will be given to him.  

 
2 Timothy 3:14-15 - You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom 
you have learned them,  15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  

 
Ephesians 1:17-19 - (I pray) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you 
will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and 
what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 
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