
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 21 
1 Kings 21:1-4 - Ahab wants vineyard.  Naboth declines offer. 
 

v. 3 - “the inheritance of my fathers” - ESV Study Bible: The land of Israel belonged not to the families who technically 
“owned” it but to God, who had brought the Israelites into the land in fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise and had, 
through Joshua, allocated its various parts to the tribes as their inheritance (e.g., Gen. 17:8; Lev. 25:23; Josh. 13:1–7). 
Individual Israelites could not sell land in perpetuity, and a complex set of laws kept land in the family and prevented 
its accumulation in the hands of a few (e.g., Deut. 25:5–10). Ahab’s offer is therefore evidence of his disregard for 
Israelite law. 
 
“(Naboth) treasures Yahweh’s land-gift passed down via his ancestors more than making bucks or placating kings. 
Naboth, in my view, is not nasty but definite; his refusal (v. 3) is couched in strong language but one cannot say he 
was obnoxious.  He had a perfect right to refuse Ahab’s offer” - Dale Ralph Davis (“Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings”, page 
297). 

 
1 Kings 21:5-7 - Jezebel gets involved 
 

1 Samuel 8:10-18 - Flashback to Samuel’s speech to the people of Israel about their desire for a king. 
 

Honestly, the way that Ahab responds is childish, but much more reasonable than what Jezebel has planned.  You want to 
buy a piece of land, a home, a gadget, etc. but the owner declines to sell it to you, there is disappointment. That’s 
okay. But to seek violent retaliation is unreasonable.  We see again from this text (and the madness that follows) that 
Jezebel is the real one ruling the kingdom. 

 
1 Kings 21:8-14 - Jezebel’s plan to dispose of Naboth 
 

The purpose for the “two worthless men” was likely to have the accusation against Naboth (that he cursed God and the 
king) confirmed by “two witnesses”.  This was proscribed by the law in Deuteronomy 19:15-21.  They charge Naboth with 
blaspheming God and the king.  This was a serious charge according to the law of Moses: 

 
Exodus 22:28 - "You shall not curse God, nor curse a ruler of your people. 

 
Leviticus 24:15-16 - "You shall speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 'If anyone curses his God, then he will bear 
his sin. 16 'Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death; all the 
congregation shall certainly stone him. The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be 
put to death. 

 
The twisted irony of this is that Jezebel uses deceptively uses the law of Moses to accomplish her sinister plan. 
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1 Kings 21:15-16 - Jezebel informs Ahab 
 

Q - What does this incident say about the heart, conscience and thinking of Ahab and Jezebel? 
 
1 Kings 21:17-19 - Elijah Called To Denounce Ahab (& Jezebel) 
 

We haven’t heard from Elijah for a little while. But he is now back in the narrative, and revived again.  The charge that 
the LORD gives him is not a small one.  But Elijah is not afraid or sulking anymore. 

 
“When you begin reading at verse 17 you must understand this did not occur because of a news leak. The speaking God in 
verse 17 is the omniscient God who saw.  It looked like a slick job, with an air-tight cover-up.  Jezebel’s letters had 
already been put through the shredder at city hall;  none of the shady details came out in the papers.  Elijah himself 
apparently didn’t know until Yahweh told him.  ‘Then the word of Yahweh came.’ Yahweh did not let it pass.  He saw and 
intervened.  Naboth bites the dust as a helpless victim, yet Yahweh is the God who sees his hapless Naboths and their 
lifeless forms amid the stones.”  (Davis, ibid, pg 304) 

 
1 Kings 21:20-24 - Ahab Confronted By Elijah 
 
1 Kings 21:25-26 - Summary Of Ahab’s Reign 
 
1 Kings 21:27-29 - Ahab Humbles Himself 
 

It is interesting that the LORD reminds us of the great evil of Ahab just before we hear this concluding incident.  It is 
as if the narrator wants to make sure we know how bad Ahab has been, in case this most recent story hasn’t caught our 
attention.  And why are we told again of Ahab’s evil.  Because the contrast of God’s goodness is about to be shown. 
 
We are surprised by both Ahab’s humility and also the LORD’s response.  But so that we do not get confused to think that 
Ahab’s contrition fooled God into changing his word and mind - as Dale Ralph Davis writes “it is essential to distinguish 
between postponement and cancellation.  In verse 29 Yahweh postpones the judgement against Ahab’s dynasty or 
household, but he does not cancel it.”  Instead we see the vastness of the character of our God.  We are against 
reminded that He is a God of power and might and mercy and grace. The worst of the worst can find his goodness.  And 
though the word of the LORD will still be done, for a moment, Ahab, (finally) find the reward of humility and brokenness 
- the love of God. 

 
One of the main themes of this chapter is justice.  Naboth is dealt with unjustly and the LORD will avenge his blood.  Jezebel 
deceives and Ahab abuses, but both will be stopped.  The LORD is a God of justice.  Though at times it appears as evil is winning 
out (Naboth did lose the corrupt trial and his life), but God is not turning a blind eye to the innocent, nor those who cry out to 
Him.  We need to remember two things. 
 

1 - When justice is administered by the LORD’s divine will in this age, sometimes it takes time to unfold.  Ahab won’t die 
until the following chapter and Jezebel will live until 2 Kings 9.  But they will both die, and in gruesome ways.  And 
while their evil work continues on, God is watching, keeping score and in control.  It is easy for us to look at the great 
evil-doers of our day and ask “God why don’t you just strike them down?!” But we must leave the justice administration 
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to the sovereign of the universe.  We wait on Him, knowing that He will do right.  We pray for our enemies and for God’s 
kingdom will to be done on the earth as it is in heaven.   

 
2 - Secondly, sometimes visible justice is not done in this age.  Sometimes evil people prosper, innocent people are abused, 
wicked men and women have power and righteous and faithful servants are mocked and killed.  But in the end, the LORD 
will bring justice for all.  No evil doer will escape his righteous sentence or go unpunished.  Any who die thinking they 
won against God will be raised again to life to stand before The Judge and hear His decision.  And any innocent and 
faithful who die wondering if the LORD heard their cries or if their case got his attention will rise to life and will know 
justice has been done.  The LORD will ensure their vindication and victory. 

 
1 Peter 4:12-13 - Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 
testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  13 but to the degree that you share the 
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with 
exultation. 

 
So we wait upon Him.  We trust Him. We obey Him. We pour our hearts out before Him.  And rest and rejoice in the powerful truth 
that we already know how the story ends. 
 
And we have a Savior who knows what this path is like.  He knows the trial of Naboth because he himself had false witnesses 
accuse him.  He knows about the injustice inflicted by those in “power” as he stood before the religious council, the high priests 
and Roman governor.  He knows about death at the hands of cruel and enraged men.  And...he knows about the vindication that 
comes in the end as brutality of Good Friday turned to the darkness and silence of Holy Saturday and was all crushed by the 
victory and power and glory of Easter Sunday. 
 
And this Savior now is empowered to either deliver us from such injustice or walks with us through them. 
 
So we wait upon Him.  We trust Him. We obey Him. We pour our hearts out before Him.  And rest and rejoice in the powerful truth 
that we already know how the story ends. 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

