
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 2 
1 Kings 2:1-4 - David’s charge to Solomon 
 

His charges are personal and spiritual and also include instruction and wisdom based on the things David has learned 
and experienced as king.  David also wants Solomon to keep the promises that David has made to various people who are 
still alive. 

 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 - Rules for a king.  Much of David’s charge to Solomon is an echo of this important passage. 

 
v. 4 - Davidic Covenant conferred to Solomon (2 Sam. 7:11b–16) 

 
1 Kings 2:5-9 - Specific Instructions: Joab, Barzillai & Shemei 
 

Joab was David’s leading general and his nephew.  He was a great help at times and also often a source of frustration 
or ill (Most recently by joining with Adonijah’s attempt at the throne).  Joab also represented the Judean/southern tribe 
wing of David’s united kingdom. 

 
 Barzillai’s help of David during Absalom’s rebellion - 2 Samuel 17:27-29 
 
 Shemei’s cursing of David during Absalom’s rebellion - 2 Samuel 16:5-8 
 (Shemei also represented the Israelite/northern tribe wing of David’s united Kingdom) 
 
1 Kings 2:10-12 - David’s death 
 

v. 10 - David “slept with his fathers” means he died.  The Bible refers to death using the euphemism of sleep because it 
carries with it the implication that the deceased with “rise again” or “wake up” at the resurrection.  The Old 
Testament/Jewish mindset on death is rooted in this truth of resurrection.  No one of that day assumed David went to 
heaven or hell upon his death rather that he was dead and buried in the grave, awaiting resurrection on the last day.  
(This concept is only a later addition to church teaching and tradition influenced by Greek philosophy.) In fact, the New 
Testament shares this view of David: 

 
Acts 2:29 - "Brethren, I (Peter to the crowd on the day of Pentecost) may confidently say to you regarding the 
patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  

 
 This wording or similar phrases will come up often in Kings (10x in 1 Kings, 14x in 2 Kings). 
 

“The metaphor of sleep hints at the expectation of awakening sometime in the future, and “with his fathers” hints that 
previous generations also join in this hope (ESV Study Bible, 1 Kings 2:10)” 
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1 Kings 2:13-25 - Adonijah’s Insulting Behavior & Demise 
 

Adonijah was the oldest remaining son of David who in 1 Kings 1 had attempted to proclaim himself king as David was in 
his final days.  This was not David’s wishes (nor was it the LORD’s for that matter) and Solomon was proclaimed and 
anointed the new king officially. 

 
v. 17 - “Second Samuel 16:20–22 suggests that sexual liaison with the king’s concubines amounted to a claim to the 
throne; and although Abishag was not strictly a concubine, she was intimately associated in people’s minds with David. 
Certainly Solomon appears to interpret Adonijah’s request as a revival of the conspiracy of 1 Kings 1—as precisely the 
“wickedness” against which Solomon had warned him in 1:52” (ESV Study Bible, 1 Kings 2:17) 

 
1 Kings 2:26-27 - Abiathar’s dismissal 
 

Abiathar had been a loyal priest to David during David’s life.  We first meet him as a messenger to David after Saul had 
killed the priest of Nob (via Doeg the Edomite in 1 Samuel 22:20-23).  He then remained as a priest loyal to David during 
Absalom’s rebellion.  During that time he was part of the insider informant network that communicated to David while in 
exile (2 Samuel 15) 

 
v. 27 - fulfilling the word of the LORD to Eli: 

 
1 Samuel 2:29-33 - (God’s word to Eli): 'Why do you kick at My sacrifice and at My offering which I have 
commanded in My dwelling, and honor your sons above Me, by making yourselves fat with the choicest of every 
offering of My people Israel?' 30 "Therefore the LORD God of Israel declares, 'I did indeed say that your house 
and the house of your father should walk before Me forever'; but now the LORD declares, 'Far be it from Me-- for 
those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me will be lightly esteemed. 31 'Behold, the days are 
coming when I will break your strength and the strength of your father's house so that there will not be an old 
man in your house. 32 'You will see the distress of My dwelling, in spite of all the good that I do for Israel; 
and an old man will not be in your house forever. 33 'Yet I will not cut off every man of yours from My altar so 
that your eyes will fail from weeping and your soul grieve, and all the increase of your house will die in the 
prime of life.  

 
Though Abiathar is not killed by Solomon, he is removed from his priestly duties. 

 
1 Kings 2:28-35 - Joab’s death 
 

V. 35 - New Administration Officials: Benaiah the son of Jehoiada over the army and Zadok the priest. 
 
1 Kings 2:36-46 - Solomon & Shimei 
 

Solomon is on guard against the fragile loyalty of Shimei.  He forbids him from leaving Jerusalem.  (Shimei was formerly 
a loyalist to the kingdom of Saul and the northern tribes)  Shimei leaves Jerusalem after 3 years of good behavior to 
look for two of his servants.  Regardless his motives, he has disobeyed the king’s order and will face the consequences 
(death). 
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From a political perspective, these are some of the acts of Solomon “firmly establishing” his kingdom.  Sometimes strength comes 
when opposition and potential threats are removed.  In some ways, Solomon has a very tenuous job - transition from one king to 
the next is not always a guaranteed success.  David’s first few acts included capturing Jerusalem and returning the ark of the 
covenant.  Solomon’s include killing his brother the prince, banishing a leading priest and killing his father’s top general.  
Quite a contrast, but for the future of the kingdom, critical. 
 
From a spiritual perspective it is interesting to see some of the consequences of people’s actions in 2 Samuel fall upon them in 1 
Kings.  Perhaps they thought they were escaping punishment because of the time between their sin and its ramification.  But their 
lack of repentance and bent on evil leaves judgment upon their head.  It’s also interesting to note that although David did not 
act out in punishment in these men, he also had not forgotten their wickedness (v. 5-9). 
 

Proverbs 19:5 - A false witness will not go unpunished, And he who tells lies will not escape. 
 

Galatians 6:7 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  
 
Solomon’s early acts are marked by decisiveness and justice.  He is a man of his word, and not swayed by emotionalism or family 
ties.  His first and strongest allegiance is to the LORD and secondarily it is to his own words. 
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