
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 11 
1 Kings 11:1-8 - Solomon’s Love 
 
 v. 3 - 700 Wives, 300 concubines.  These all weren’t for “love” or “Lust” alone but certainly for political reasons. 
 

v. 5, 7 - Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians.  Milcom: the detestable idol of the Ammonites.  Chemosh, the detestable 
idol of Moab, and for Molech, the detestable idol of the the sons of Ammon. 

 
Solomon was not ignorant nor uninformed. 
 

Deuteronomy 7:1-6 - "When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and clears 
away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites 
and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you,  2 and when the LORD your God delivers 
them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and 
show no favor to them.  3 "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their 
sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  4 "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to 
serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you.  5 "But thus 
you shall do to them: you shall tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and 
burn their graven images with fire.  6 "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you 
to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

 
Exodus 34:11-16 - "Be sure to observe what I am commanding you this day: behold, I am going to drive out the Amorite 
before you, and the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite.  12 "Watch yourself that you make 
no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you are going, or it will become a snare in your midst.  13 "But 
rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and cut down their Asherim  14 -- for you 
shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God--  15 otherwise you might make a 
covenant with the inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, 
and someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice,  16 and you might take some of his daughters for your sons, and his 
daughters might play the harlot with their gods and cause your sons also to play the harlot with their gods.  

 
This was an issue of the heart - “Heart” - 5x in verses 2-4, 1x in verse 9 
 
We’ve read 10 chapters about the greatness of Solomon.  He has wisdom, gold, buildings, recognition, and abundance.  But his sin 
was that the gave his heart to something or someone(s) other than the LORD.  His issue, as is our issue, was an issue of idolatry.  
What gets the affection and attention of our heart?  What pulls our heart  
to make the decisions we make? 
 
“Solomon did not officially renounce Yahweh, but “his heart was not completely with” Yahweh (v. 4) and he “did not follow 
Yahweh fully” (v. 6).” - (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings”, pg. 114) 
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1 Kings 11:9-13 - Consequences For Solomon 
 

v. 10 - cp. 1 Kings 9:1-9 - Covenant Relationship 
 
1 Kings 11:14-22 - Adversary #1: Hadad the Edomite 
 

Up to now we have heard nothing of war, conflict or strife in Solomon’s kingdom.  In fact we hear that the nations 
around him were coming to Jerusalem to pay tribute.  He told Hiram in 1 Kings 5:4 the following: 

 
"...now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune.” 

 
This peace and security was not a result of Solomon’s great military victories or political skill.  It was a gift and 
blessing from the LORD.  And as such, it is taken away as Solomon turns from the LORD. 

 
Hadad sought to avenge his father’s (and nation’s) defeat by David and Joab.  Hadad was just a child when this all 
happened and fled to Egypt where he was welcomed by Pharaoh and brought into his house.  When he heard of David and 
Joab’s death, he decided to return to Edom.  When Solomon forsook the LORD, Hadad became an “adversary” to Solomon. 

 
1 Kings 11:23-25 - Adversary #2: Rezon, Ruler of Damascus 
 

Rezon was the leader of a “gang of rebels (NLT)”.  He was defeated soundly by David (2 Samuel 10) and during the years 
after gained support and position as ruler in Damascus the capital of Aram (Syria). 

 
Both of these adversaries laid low during Solomon’s early reign and obedience to the LORD.  They both had scores to 
settle dating back to David’s reign but did nothing because of God’s favor and protection of Solomon and Israel. 

 
1 Kings 11:26-40 - Adversary #3: Jeroboam, son of Nebat, future king of Northern Kingdom 
 

v. 28 - Jeroboam was formerly in Solomon’s administration, leader of the forced labor of Joseph.  The texts calls him 
“valiant warrior” and “industrious”. 

 
ESV Study Bible: Solomon’s most important enemy, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, was to be found right on his doorstep. He was 
the former superintendent of the forced labor of the house of Joseph, those who had been helping with the construction 
work in Jerusalem (vv. 27–28). He was approached outside the city by the prophet Ahijah (v. 29) with a prophecy 
concerning the kingship. The scene is reminiscent of the rejection of Saul in 1 Samuel 15; in both passages an outer 
garment is torn as a symbol of the fact that God is tearing the kingdom away from the reigning king (cf. 1 Sam. 15:27–
28; 1 Kings 11:11). The garment here is divided into 12 pieces, of which ten, symbolizing 10 northern tribes, are given to 
Jeroboam (vv. 30–31).  

 
v. 35-36 - 10+1=12? - ESV Study Bible: “One tribe is to remain for the sake of David and Jerusalem (i.e., Judah). Benjamin 
is not included in the math here (cf. 12:21), perhaps because this tribe was regarded simply as Jerusalem’s own territory, 
on the analogy of the Canaanite city-state; this territory came with the city, and needed no special mention. 
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This is a notable moment in the history of the people of God.  It is at this very moment, as a result of Solomon’s infidelity to 
Yahweh, that the kingdom of Israel, the very covenant people of God, are divided.  We will see as we work through 1 Kings that 
this will never be resolved.  In fact, beginning with Jeroboam, the northern Kingdom (which will be called “Israel” will never 
return to worship the LORD.  And the southern kingdom, known as “Judah” will ride the rollercoaster of their ruler’s choice to 
follow the LORD or not.  Some will.  Some won’t.  But never again will there be unity, never again will there be a time like Zion.  
Instead this period, which began with David and pinnacled with Solomon will become a picture of the future hope of the people of 
God.  In sorrow we remember that at one point in history on this planet, it was not a hope, but a reality. 
 
1 Kings 11:41-43 - Solomon Dies 
 
 v. 42-43 - Solomon ruled over Jerusalem for 40 years and is succeeded by Rehoboam. 
 

Though Solomon is faithless, God remains faithful.  Though the reality of God’s Kingdom is no longer seen in Jerusalem, 
adversaries are on the rise and the kingdom is divided, the promise of God remains sure. 

 
1 Kings 11:39 - I will humiliate David's descendants because of this, but not forever." 

 
Solomon’s fall & end: 
 
Be not deceived.  This didn’t happen overnight.  It happened little by little.  Day by day.  Step by step. Sowing and reaping. 
 
“Long before you see a new Chemosh chapel going up outside Jerusalem a royal heart had taken a turn.  This infidelity is also 
subtle because it is gradual.  Verse 4 has a scary line: “When Solomon was old, his wives had turned away his heart after other 
gods.”  It was not some sudden attack or irresistible assault that explains Solomon’s plunge into (idolatry).  No, it took years 
- the result of the creeping pace of accumulated compromises, the fruit of a conscience de-sensitized by repeated permissiveness.” 
(Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings”, page 113 
 
Before the idol is set up in the bedroom, it’s allowed on the front porch.  Be on guard.  Reject the first hint of this in your 
heart, mind and life.  Instead build your relationship with the LORD little by little, day by day, step by step, sowing and reaping 
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